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DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY - PSY211
George Mason University
Autumn 2007: Tuesday 7:20 pm – 10:00 pm,  Robinson B111
Instructor:
Matthew Novak

Phone:  703-737-0547
E-mail: mfsxnovak@msn.com

Office Hours:
By appointment; and before class (6:20 – 7:20).  I am addicted to email, so feel free to email me any time of day.  Just like you, I can check my email from anywhere.  You might be surprised how quickly I get back to you.

Classmate 

Names:______________________phone numbers: ________________email:_____________________


_______________________


__________________
_____________________


_______________________


__________________
_____________________

Required Texts

Shaffer, D. R., and Kipp, K. (2007).  Developmental Psychology:  Childhood and Adolescence, 7th ed.  Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth Publishers.

Recommended:  
Study Guide for Shaffer/Kipp's Developmental Psychology: Childhood and Adolescence, 7th
Web Site

The text for this class has a web site at www.thomsonedu.com/psychology/shaffer.  Part of the grading this semester will entail taking the online quizzes that are available for each chapter on line.  Class participation can also be achieved by handing in assignments from the website.  I encourage you to visit the site early and often for supplemental material.   There are some really cool graphics and interactive pages that will help you to learn and retain the material.

Course Description

Developmental Psychology identifies and explains continuities and discontinuities that occur over time in an individual (Shaffer & Kipp, 2007).  Central ideas of this discipline are about change, perhaps the only constant in the universe, and differentiation. Second, we can find insight into processes of change in all things.  Third, both universal and idiographic patterns of change are relevant and important to understand.  In other words, we will study the dynamic factors influencing changes in the way humans think, feel and do. The course will consist of an overview of psychological principles and major issues.  It is a broad course pursuing many important areas within the field. 

Course Objectives

· To teach students to be critical thinkers about change, and therefore better students and wiser consumers of Science.

· To understand why it is important to distinguish between science and pseudoscience.

· To understand why it is important to understand the rules of scientific method and why they should be followed; and, consequently the impact of not following the rigid procedures that are in place.

· To provide students with a strong understanding of psychological concepts, principles, and theories of change.

· To guide students in personal application of psychological concepts to everyday life.

· To improve student writing skills.

· To have fun as we learn the complexities and usefulness of the field of developmental psychology.

Course Format

Classes will meet on Tuesdays from 7:20pm to 10:00pm, and will consist mainly of discussion, meaning participation by you is a must!  Classes will also include lecture, activities, teamwork, Internet exploration, quizzes, videos, and one-to-one interaction with me.  
Attendance and Participation

This is not designed to be a lecture-based class.  Whenever possible a discussion-based class will be encouraged.  Therefore, it is assumed that you will read the assigned chapter ahead of class and use that information to participate in class.  To succeed in class attendance is mandatory due to the frequency of in class activities, quizzes and thought papers.  Also, much of the material covered on the tests will be taken from class discussion.  Students are expected to attend all class sessions except in cases of emergencies (i.e. illness, death in the family), the advent of religious holidays (the observance of which requires restriction in daily activity), or when participating in official college functions (i.e. field trips or other designated events). Please find a classmate in the class that you can get notes and assignments from in the rare case that you miss class.

I value participation as highly as a score on any test or paper.  If you look at how the points are distributed for the semester I give as much credit for participation as I do for any other aspect of the class.  There are multiple ways a student can get points for participation.  These include taking part in discussions in class, being on time for class and not leaving early, completing on-line activities not otherwise assigned for each chapter at the book website, and asking questions or communicating ideas via email.
Quizzes (19 quizzes)
There will be 19 on line quizzes.  These quizzes will are at the website for the book.  Quizzes should be completed within one week of the date we start covering the chapter (listed later on the syllabus).  In addition to having the website email me your results, you should print them and keep a copy so that you can hand them in, if necessary.
There will also be 3 in class quizzes to determine if you know what you know.  These quizzes will take less than 20 minutes to complete.  For each of 10 questions, you will receive 2 points for a wrong answer that you thought was right (0 points if you leave the question blank), 4 points for a right answer that you thought was wrong, 5 points for wrong answer that you knew was wrong, and 9 points for a right answer that you knew was right.  Quizzes may include true/false, matching, multiple choice, short answer and fill-in-the-blank and will be graded in class to help stimulate discussion.  Quizzes will be based upon information found in the text and from lecture, but will be biased toward class lecture. All quizzes will be held in class.  There will be no make-ups unless arrangements are made BEFORE the quiz with approval from the instructor (granted only in emergency situations).  
Short Papers

There will be 3 short papers discussing the different topics we cover in class.  I really want to be able to find you in the paper and not just a regurgitation of information that has been provided!  The short papers will be argumentative, meaning you will have the opportunity to express an opinion on a topic, and defend that opinion from a systematic, objective evidence and scientific point of view.  The main point of these assignments is for you to think creatively, and critically about the topic.  You will use the book, lecture materials, and the library to provide the background and rationale for whatever argument you choose to make, I expect that you will go beyond the provided materials to express and defend your opinion, follow a logical sequence, or draw an inference.  Always cite ideas that are not your own, or else you risk plagiarism.  When citing other sources, always use APA format (http://apastyle.apa.org/; Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, (Fifth Edition). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association, 2001.  Copies are in the library at the reference desk on the 2nd floor, on the reserve on the 3rd floor, and in the writing center).  
Plagiarism will not be tolerated in any form.  Plagiarism, even if it is unintentional, will at least result in a zero for the assignment, and can result in a zero for the semester.

Any information presented that is taken directly (or paraphrased) from a source must be properly credited to the author/source with a reference citation both in the body of the paper and on your reference page.  Please be honest and ethical in your citation!

Sources taken from the Internet should be properly cited. You will receive instruction on how to perform library searches for appropriate scientific or research sources for your paper.

Citations and references:
There is no reason not to have you papers formatted correctly (http://apastyle.apa.org/).  I will deduct points for papers not formatted according to APA format

The basic format for referring to something in the text that belongs to someone else is to put the original author’s name in parentheses along with the year of publication.



(Novak, 2002)



(Novak, 2006)



(Sackett, Novak, & Kroeker, 1999)



(Scorcese, 2000)



(Greater New Milford (Ct) Area Healthy Community 200 Task Force on Teen and Adolescent 

Issues, n.d.)

If you are quouting a source the page number must also be provided:



Novak states “Regardless of causal mechanism, differences in sensory and perceptual experiences and abilities for a cornerstone of many developmental disabilities.” (2007, p. 201)

And then, refer to the article in the references section at the end of your paper:

Novak, M. S. (2002). A model experimental system for studying prenatal stress in pigtailed macaque monkeys.  
Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation.  University of Washington, Seattle Washington.

Novak, M. F. S. X.  (2006).  “Very” early rearing experience:  Rationale, research, methodologies, 
and potential for studying prenatal development in nonhuman primates.  Pp. 65-95 in Nursery Rearing Infant Monkeys in the 21st Century, G. P. Sackett, G. Ruppenthal, and K. Elias, (eds.).  New York:  Kluwer-Plenum.

Novak, M. F. S. X.  (2007, in press).  Assessing environmental complexity for both normal and deviant 
development.  Pp. 201 – 229 in Nonhuman Primate Models in Research on Developmental Disabilities.  T. Burbacher, K. Grant and G. P. Sackett, (eds.).  New York: Elsevier.
Sackett, G. P.,  Novak, M.F.S.X., &  Kroeker, R.  (1999).  Early experience effects on adaptive behavior:  
Theory revisited.  Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities Research Reviews.  5:  30 – 40.
Referencing a motion picture (APA Manual, 2001):

Scorcese, M. (Producer), & Lonergan, K. (Writer/Director).  (2000).  You can count on me [Motion picture].  

United States:  Paramount Pictures.

Referencing the internet (APA Manual, 2001): n.d. = No date on website

Greater New Milford (Ct) Area Healthy Community 2000 Task Force on Teen and Adolescent Issues. (n.d.).  

Who has time for a healthy meal?  You do!  Retrieved October 5, 2005, from http://www.familymealtime.org.

Formatting 

You are required to use the American Psychological Association (APA) format for all papers in this class. It is advised that you begin early in the semester to learn the APA format.  The length of the paper should be 3 - 6 pages of text (references not included). Fonts should be no larger than 12 point, and margins should be 1-inch on all sides.

Final Exam/Student Classes
Presentation:  At the end of the semester you will be required to lead the class for 10 minutes.  There will be a sign-up for available times, so keep an eye out for it.  
Your assignment will be pick an ability, talent or condition that we have discussed this semester and describe how you think it comes to be.  You will need to approach your presentation from a developmental framework using at least three different theoretical perspectives.

Here are the requirements of your presentation:



1:   Define the ability, talent, or condition.  How has this phenomena been viewed by psychology 

historically?  How is it viewed today?  Why do you think there has been a change in how 

the phenomena is viewed? (15 points)
2:  What is the primary perspective that has dealt with this ability, talent or condition historically?
What are 2 related perspectives?  How are they related?  What are the typical independent and dependent variables used in each perspective? (15 points)


3:  Why is development so important to the study of your phenomena?  What are the typical 
strengths and weaknesses of studies that look at how the talent, ability, or condition you have chosen?  Provide 2 specific examples with references. (30 points)
4. How might developmental research help to change how people think about the talent, or 
condition you are interested in.   (10 points)
5. You will hand in 3 pages of material for your final.  Page one will be a list of at least 4 references (APA format) that you used in your presentation (at least two of which you explicitly talk about when you present question 3.  Two references need to be review articles and 2 references must be research papers.  Page 2 needs to be a historical time-line of scientific thinking into the ability, talent, or condition you are presenting.  Page 3 needs to be a discussion of how development of the talent, ability or condition relates to the major questions in Psychology. (30 points)
Replying to email evaluations (5-15 points each).

Email Summaries and Evaluations / presentation discussions:  As part of the process of the final exam, an email dialogue will be started between the presenter, and other members of the class.  I will be included in all email exchanges, although I will not necessarily reply.

In addition to your presentation, you will critique 6 other presentations (3 from each day) and reply to critiques of others asking you questions.  Up to 10 points for each evaluation are available for writing a short summary of the presentation and then presenting two well thought out and questions about the research.  Additionally, up to 10 points are available for well-thought out responses to these questions.  Evaluations are due by midnight of the day after the presentation day, and responses are due by midnight of the second day following the presentation.
Grading Policy:

· Participation  (200-300 points):


200
· 16 on-line quizzes (15 points each):


240
· 3 quizzes (90 points each):



270
· 3 short papers (60 points each):


180




· Presentation  (100 points):



100
· 6 evaluations (10 - 15 points)



  60
· Evaluation replies (10 – 15 points)


  50

           -------








          1100
The approximate grading scale is: 90-100 %=A, 80-89=B, 70-79%=C, 60-69%=D, 50-59%=F. Missing any assignment can result in a failing grade.  Therefore, it is important to be prepared for every assignment. 

All papers will be graded using the following criteria: 

Handed in on-time








  _____  8 points

ORGANIZATION AND FORMAT






 (_____ out of 10 points)

_____ Introductions, transitions, and conclusions are organized well (2 points).

_____ Major ideas and supports come first, minor ideas and supports come second (4 points).

_____ Uses paragraphs appropriately (4 point).

CLARITY AND CONTENT 







(_____ out of 6 points)

_____ Clearly defines the issue (2 points).

_____ Opinion (argument) about the issue is clear and easily readible (4 points).  

GRAMMAR/SPELLING ERRORS 






(_____ out of 8 points)

_____ Spelling and punctuation are correct (4 points).

_____ Grammar is correct, writing is not awkward (4 points).

THOROUGHNESS/CONCISNESS 






(_____ out of 12 points)

_____ Level of details presented is appropriate and consistent.  Student explains the things they say, saying 

why what they think should be believed rather than something else (6 points)

_____ Wordiness.  The paper seems to go in different directions for no reason, or says the same thing in 

different ways multiple times (6 points). 

REFERENCES AND OUTSIDE SOURCES





(_____ out of 10 points)

_____ Written according to APA requirements (6 points).

_____ Ouside sources that are credible (from scientific, research journals) (4 points).


EXCELLENCE; PANACHE; EXTRA EFFORT




(_____out of 6 points)
_____ Insight, originality

TOTAL









(_____ out of 60 points)

DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY - PSY211

George Mason University
Autumn 2007: Tuesday 7:20 pm – 10:00 pm,  Robinson B111

CLASS SCHEDULE

	DATE


	TOPIC
	CHAPTER
(to be read before
class)



	August 27
	Introductions/Review Course Syllabus

Introduction to Developmental Psychology and Its Research Strategies
	

	September 4
	Developmental Psychology and Its Research Strategies 

	1

	11
	Theories of Human Development 

	2

	18
	Hereditary Influences on Development 

	3

	25
	Prenatal Development and Birth 
Paper 1 due

	4


	October 2
	Infancy
IN CLASS QUIZ 1

	5

	9

	Physical Development:

Development of the Brain, the Body, and Motor Skills 

	6

	16

	Cognitive Development: 

Piaget's Theory and Vygotsky's Sociocultural Viewpoint 
Development of Language and Communication Skills


	7, 10

	23
	Cognitive Development: 

Information-Processing Perspectives

Measuring Mental Performance

Paper 2 due


	8, 9

	30

	Emotional Development:

Attachment and Intimacy 

IN CLASS QUIZ 2

	11

	November 6
	Aggression, Altruism, and Moral Development


	14

	13


	Social Development:

Development of the Self and Social Cognition

The Family


	12, 15

	20
	Extrafamilial Influences: Television, Schools, and Peers

Paper 3 due


	16



	27
	Sex Differences and Gender-Role Development
IN CLASS QUIZ 3

	13



	December 4
	Finals presentations


	

	11
	Final exam time special time

7:30 to 10:15

Finals presentations


	


This is an estimation of the class schedule. Depending upon class pace, dates may shift . 

In case of inclement weather, class may not be held. Assignments will be due on the next class.

NO PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DUE DATE.  Please allow 2-3 weeks for the return of exams and papers. 







