Psychology 301-004
Research Methods in Psychology

TR 12-12:50

Innovation Hall 209
Instructor:  Vanessa Olson
Phone: 703-993-4050

Email: volson1@gmu.edu  ***Best way to contact me***

Office Hours: Tuesdays 1-2 pm, or by appointment

Office: David King Hall room 1029, enter through 1021

Course Goals:  This course is designed as an introduction to psychological research methods.  This course will address general issues in research methodology as well as descriptive, experimental, and applied methodology.  This course will highlight the strengths and weaknesses of each approach and provide a framework for selecting appropriate methodology within one’s own research. 
 Required text:

Shaughnessy, J.J., Zechmeister, E.B., & Zechmeister, J.S. (2006). Research Methods in

 Psychology (7th edition). Boston: McGraw-Hill Higher Education. 

Dunn, D. (2003). A Short Guide to Writing About Psychology. Boston: Longman. 

Recommended text:

Publication Manual for the American Psychological Association (5th edition).

Course Requirements
Lecture consists of 60% of your grade and will be composed of the following:
1) Exams (200): There will be 4 exams, worth 50 points each and an optional replacement cumulative (taken at the same time as the final).   These exams will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay.  Please remember to bring scantrons.   Make up exams: if you must miss an exam, you must contact me before the scheduled start of the exam.  Make up exams may be all short answer and multiple choice.  This option may be used only once.  If you must miss a second exam, you must use your cumulative final to replace that missed exam. 

2) In-Class Activities (36):  To encourage active participation in the class, we will have periodic in class activities.  These activities must be done in class.  There will be NO make up activities.  Each activity will be worth 4 points towards your final grade.   
3) Homework: (40) You will be assigned two outside homework assignments to be turned in at the beginning of class on the due date worth 20 points each.  If you must miss class, the assignment may be emailed before the start of class.   Grading schemas will be handed out with the homework assignment.  There will be 2 point deduction for each day the homework is late. 
4) Research Participation: (25 points)  You will be required to participate in 3 credits (hours) of research. You can participate in any number of research projects, but the hours must total 3. (The number of credits for a study may range from .5 credit hours upward). 

I will need to be notified by the researcher at the end of the semester of your participation, and you will need to write one short paragraph about each project and turn it into me, no later than. The paragraph needs to identify the study, and comment on the mechanics of the study – Experimenter act professionally? Instructions clear? Environment conducive to participation? Recording of responses not disruptive? Demand characteristics a problem? etc.

To sign up for an experiment, you must follow the following instructions:

a) log on to www.experimetrix.com/gmu and click on new user link

b) enter all the required information

· don’t include dashes in your SSN

· use your GMU e-mail account (your password will be sent to this account). If you do not know your GMU e-mail account, log on to http://www.gmu.edu//mlnavbar/finder/index.html and enter your last name to find your GMU e-mail account.

c) click on register.

Your login and password will be sent to your GMU e-mail account. You will need to log on to the site to activate your account within 3 days or else you will need to re-register. Click ‘log in’ to access your account. You will need to select your course by clicking on the ‘Edit Your Course Selection link’ (Psyc 301 004). You can also edit your information(change your password, add an additional e-mail account, etc.). 
For students who choose not to participate, attendance at alternative lectures also meets this requirement.
5) Extra Credit (up to 20 points)  You will be given the opportunity to earn up to 20 points extra credit by reviewing journal articles that reflect the research methods we will be discussing in class.   Each article review is worth up to 5 points on your final grade.  You may choose one example of each of the following:  observation, survey, case studies, independent groups, repeated measures, program evaluation. Each article review must contain a brief description of the study including a critique of the research method selected.  These must be peer reviewed journal articles. 
Lab Participation: (200 points) You must be enrolled in a Psyc 301 lab section and attend the section in which you are enrolled. Lab is designed to provide hands-on experience with research and exposure to some classic research studies. It is considered writing intensive, so it will include multiple writing assignments with some feedback. A separate lab syllabus will be provided in the first lab session.  It will count for 40% of the final grade.  Lab grades will be translated to a percentage of the 200 possible points (ex.  90% lab grade = .9 x 200 = 180 points)

Grades: 
Grades will be based on a total of 500 points. Exams(3) plus Final (4 at 50 pts each) -200 pts.; Homework 

(2 at 20 pts each) –40 pts.; Class activities (9 at 4 pts each) – 36 pts; Research participation (25 pts); Lab-
200 pts. 
Letter grades will be A=465 pts; A- = 450 pts; B+ = 435 pts; B= 415 pts;

B- = 400 pts; C+ = 385 pts; C= 365 pts; C- = 350; D= 300 pts; F= below 300 pts.

Schedule
	Date
	Chapter
	Topic
	Important Info

	8/28

8/30

9/4

9/6

9/11

9/13

9/18

9/20

9/25

9/27

10/2

10/4

10/9

10/11

10/16

10/18

10/23

10/25

10/30

11/1

11/6

11/8

11/13

11/15

11/20

11/22
11/27

11/29

12/4

12/6

12/11
	Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 2 & 3
Chapter 3 & Review

EXAM 1 (CH 1-3)
Chapter 4

Chapter 4
Chapter 4 &
Chapter 5
Chapter 5 & 12 (p. 413-417)
Chapter 5 &12  (p.424- 435)
Chapter 6

NO CLASS

Chapter 6

EXAM 2 (Ch 4, 5, 6& parts of 12)

Chapter 7 
Chapter 7 & 12 (p 399-423)
Chapter 7 & 13 (p 440-459, 464-5)
Chapter 8 
Chapter 8

Chapter 8 & 13 (p. 466-471)
EXAM 3 (Ch 6, 7, parts 12 & 13)
Chapter 9

Chapter 9

Chapter 9 &13(p 471-80)

NO CLASS

Chapter 10   

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 11 
FINAL EXAM  (Chapters 9, 10, 11, parts of 13)

	Introduction

Scientific Method

Ethical Issues

Observation

Survey Research

Correlation
Unobtrusive Measures
Independent Groups

Repeated Measures

Complex Designs

Single Case and Small-n research

Quasi- Experimental 


	Last day to add:  September 11th
         

Last day to drop:   September 28th
**syllabus  may change as necessary**


WEB-CT

This course will be taking advantage of WebCT. This program will allow me to post course material that you will be able to access at any time.  This program will also allow you to check your grades, check class e-mail, and participate in online class discussions.  To log onto WebCT visit webct41.gmu.edu .  Your login name is the same as your GMU username (ex. volson1). Your initial password is your birth date (instructions are provided on the site). If you have any problems let me know right away. 

HONOR CODE

Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. At no time are you allowed to collectively work on papers
Students with Disabilities

"If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center 
(DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office." 
