PSYC 313, Section 001

Child Psychology, Fall 2007
MWF  9:30 – 10:20

Robinson Hall A 247

Instructor: Lindsey Hutchison
Email: lhutchis@gmu.edu 

Office Location: David King Hall, Rm 1030
Office Hours: Fridays, 10:30 – 11:30 or by appointment
Office Phone: (703) 993-4097
COURSE OBJECTIVES: The purpose of this course is to provide students with an overview of the field of child psychology from a scientific theory and research perspective, focusing on physical, psychological, and social development from conception through late childhood. The course will also examine factors that influence child development, such as culture, family, schooling, and peers. 

REQUIRED TEXT: 
Berk, L. E. (2006). Child development (7th ed.). Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

ADDITIONAL READINGS: Additional readings will also be required throughout the semester. Students will be responsible for the material presented in the articles. In addition, students may be tested on information from the articles. See end of syllabus for a complete list. Readings will be available to download from Webct: http://webct41.gmu.edu 
CLASS ATTENDANCE: Attendance at every class meeting is important because information will be presented that is not available in the textbook. In addition, 15 points of class participation will be awarded throughout the semester. Students earn class participation points by being present and participating in in-class assignments. Class participation points that are missed due to absences cannot be made up at another time.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Exams: There will be a total of four (4) in-class exams, all of which will be non-cumulative. The fourth exam will be on the final exam day/time. Exams will consist of multiple choice and short answer/essay questions, and will be based on the text, required readings, and class lectures. The lowest grade of the four exams will be dropped. Therefore, there will be no make-up exams. If a student misses an exam, that exam will be the one that is dropped. Each exam will be worth 50 points. 
Research Paper: Students will choose a topic in child psychology about which to write a short research paper. A list of possible topics will be provided by the instructor. However, students may choose a different topic if desired. A short summary (1 -2 paragraphs) describing the chosen topic must be turned in and approved by the instructor prior to writing the paper (due by September 26th; worth 5 points). In addition, students must turn in an APA-style reference list of articles/sources to be used for the paper (due by October 24th; worth 5 points). Students must have a minimum of 5 references, 3 of which must be scholarly journal articles. Other sources can include books and/or book chapters. Websites are not to be used as references. The research paper will be due on December 7th and will be worth 30 points. Further details on the paper requirements will be provided in class.
Mini Project – Examination of Children’s Toys: Students will choose four (4) children’s toys to focus on for this mini project. Students will provide the name of the toy, a short description of the toy’s main features, the age of child it is designed for, the gender it is geared towards, as well as a written summary as to why this toy is developmentally appropriate. Students should focus on aspects of the toy that are designed to enhance the child’s development (i.e. fine motor skills, cognitive skills, social skills, visual/auditory stimulation, etc.). Students also need to provide evidence as to how the different features of the toy aid in the child’s development. More detailed information for this project will be discussed in class. This assignment will be due on November 19th and will be worth 20 points.
POINTS FOR THE COURSE: 

Assignment



Points

Exams
(4 x 50 pts)


  150 (after lowest dropped)

Research Paper


    30


Topic Summary

      5


Reference List


      5

Mini Project
 


    20


Class Participation


    10
TOTAL



  220
TECHNOLOGY: Students will be expected to be able to access and use WebCT on a regular basis. Important information, such as assignments, outlines, articles and the course syllabus, will be posted on WebCT. To access WebCT, students should use their George Mason email ID and email password. In addition, students should check their George Mason email account regularly, as this will be the primary means of communication outside of class.
HONOR POLICY: Students are expected to comply with the GMU Honor Code by pledging not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. All work turned in for a grade must be completed individually by the student, but students are encouraged to form study groups and learn the material together, such as when preparing for exams. Information regarding the Honor Code and what constitutes academic dishonesty can be found in the 2007-2008 University catalog or online at the following website: http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/. 
ACCOMMODATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474 (located in SUB 1). All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. See the following website for more information about services available through GMU: http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/index.html. 
LATE ASSIGNMENTS: Late work will be deducted the equivalent of one letter grade for each day it is late. Late work will only be accepted up to 2 class periods past the due date (i.e. 4 days late). After that time, it will be counted as a 0. There are no make-ups for exams or in-class participation points.
Last day to add:
September 11th 

Last day to drop:
September 18th 

EXTRA CREDIT: Students will have the opportunity to receive extra credit points by participating in experiments through the GMU Psychology Department. Students are encouraged to participate in research and can receive ONE point towards the final grade for every ONE hour of research credit (up to FOUR points/credits maximum). A new system will be in place this semester for participating in research studies. All experiment participation forms are due in class by the last regular class meeting day (December 7th). Visit the GMU psychology department homepage for more information on using and accessing the new system: http://www.gmu.edu/departments/psychology/homepage/rschpart.html. 
*Important Note: We may take more time to cover certain material than is noted on the schedule. Students are responsible for all announcements and any changes to the syllabus that may be made in class, even when students miss class meetings. 

Tentative Schedule: Subject to Change
	
	Date
	Topic / Chapter
	Notes

	Wk 1
	Aug 27
	Syllabus; Introduction; Chapter 1
	

	
	Aug 29
	Ch 1: History, Theory, & Applied Directions
	Reading #1

	
	Aug 31
	Ch 2: Research Strategies
	

	Wk 2
	Sept 3
	Labor Day – University Closed
	

	
	Sept 5
	Ch 3: Bio Foundations, Prenatal Develop, & Birth
	Reading #2

	
	Sept 7
	Ch 3 Continued
	Reading #3

	Wk 3
	Sept 10
	Ch 3 Continued
	

	
	Sept 12
	Ch 4: Infancy: Learning, Motor Skills, & Perception
	

	
	Sept 14
	Ch 4 Continued
	Reading #4

	Wk 4
	Sept 17
	Ch 4 Continued
	

	
	Sept 19
	EXAM 1
	

	
	Sept 21
	TBD
	

	Wk 5
	Sept 24
	Ch 5: Physical Growth
	

	
	Sept 26
	Ch 5 Continued
	Research Topic Due

	
	Sept 28
	Ch 5 Continued
	

	Wk 6
	Oct 1
	Ch 6: Cognitive Development: Piaget & Vygotsky
	

	
	Oct 3
	Ch 6 Continued
	Reading # 5

	
	Oct 5
	Ch 6 Continued 
	

	Wk 7
	Oct 8
	Columbus Day - Class meets on Tuesday
	

	
	Oct 9
	Ch 7: Cog Development: Information-Processing 
	

	
	Oct 10
	Ch 7 Continued
	

	
	Oct 12
	Ch 8: Intelligence 
	

	Wk 8
	Oct 15
	Ch 8 Continued
	Reading # 6

	
	Oct 17
	EXAM 2
	

	
	Oct 19
	Ch 9: Language Development
	

	Wk 9
	Oct 22
	Ch 9 Continued
	

	
	Oct 24
	Ch 9 Continued
	Reference List Due

	
	Oct 26
	TBD
	

	Wk 10
	Oct 29
	Ch 10: Emotional Development
	

	
	Oct 31
	Ch 10 Continued
	

	
	Nov 2
	Ch 10 Continued
	

	Wk 11
	Nov 5
	Ch 12: Moral Development
	

	
	Nov 7
	Ch 12 Continued
	Reading # 7

	
	Nov 9
	EXAM 3
	

	Wk 12
	Nov 12
	Ch 11: Self and Social Understanding
	

	
	Nov 14
	Ch 11 Continued
	

	
	Nov 16
	Ch 13: Development of Sex Diffs & Gender Roles
	

	Wk 13
	Nov 19
	Ch 13 Continued
	Mini Project Due

	
	Nov 21
	NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	

	
	Nov 23
	NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	

	Wk 14
	Nov 26
	Ch 14: The Family
	Reading # 8

	
	Nov 28
	Ch 14 Continued
	Reading # 9 

	
	Nov 30
	Ch 14 Continued
	Reading # 10 & 11

	Wk 15
	Dec 3
	Ch 15: Peers Media, and Schooling
	Reading # 12

	
	Dec 5
	Ch 15 Continued
	Reading # 13

	
	Dec 7 
	Ch 15 Continued
	Research Paper Due

	Finals Wk
	Dec 10
Dec 17
	Reading Day – No Class
EXAM 4: Final Exam Time – 7:30 am to 10:15 am
	


ADDITIONAL READINGS:
1. Duncan, G. J., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (2005). Family poverty, welfare reform, and child development. Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 124-129. McGraw-Hill. 

2. Nash, J. M. (2005). Inside the womb. Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 6-10. McGraw-Hill. 

3. Kalb, C. (2005). Brave new babies. Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 2-5. McGraw-Hill.

4. Lipsitt, L. P. Crib death: A biobehavioral phenomenon? Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 21-26. McGraw-Hill. 

5. Keen, R. (2005). Representation of objects and events: Why do infants look so smart and toddlers look so dumb? Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 34-37. McGraw-Hill. 

6. Barnett, W. S., & Hustedt, J. T. (2005). Preschool: The most important grade. Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 43-46. McGraw-Hill. 

7. Olweus, D. (2005). A profile of bullying at school. Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 80-85. McGraw-Hill. 

8. Kazdin, A. E., & Benjet, C. (2005). Spanking children: Evidence and issues. Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 110-113. McGraw-Hill. 
9. Maccoby, E. E., & Lewis, C. C. (2003). Less day care or different day care? Child Development, 74, 1069-1075.

10. Orecklin, M. Stress and the superdad. Child Growth and Development (06/07 ed.), 109-110. McGraw-Hill. 

11. Patterson, C. J. (2006). Children of lesbian and gay parents. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 15, 241-244.

12. Berndt, T. J. (2005). Friendship quality and social development. Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 58-61. McGraw-Hill. 

13. Hill, N. E., & Taylor, L. C. (2005). Parental school involvement and children’s academic achievement. Child Growth and Development (06/07 ed.), 43-47. McGraw-Hill. 
