Child Psychology, 313-004, Fall 2007
Class time:

Thursday 7:20-10:00, Robinson B203

Instructor:

Jennifer Crane, MA
Voice Mail:
(703) 993-4097 – This is a shared office, you may leave a message but I really recommend using email to contact me. 

Email:


jcrane1@gmu.edu
Office Hours:

Thursdays 5:30-6:30 pm or by appointment

Office:


1030 David King Hall (basement level, inside 1021)

Required textbook: 
Cook, J., & Cook, G. (2007), The World of Children. Boston: Pearson Publishers.
Recommended:
American Psychological Association. (2002). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th Ed. Washington, DC: APA. 

Course Description and Goals:

This course will provide an overview of child development from conception to early adolescence. The course will emphasize an empirical and theoretical approach to child psychology and will cover major topics including cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development. This course will consist of lecture, discussion, and in-class activities, in addition to written assignments and reading outside class. In order to be prepared for class, students should complete all assigned readings prior to each class meeting. Throughout the course, we will discuss developmental theory, research and its current application in the field. The goal of this course is to familiarize you with child development, provide exposure to recent empirical literature, and facilitate an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of human development.

Technology: 

Both email and webct will be used in this class. Assigned readings, the syllabus, and other course related documents will be posted on webct, so it is important that you log in and make certain that this course is listed in your webct course folder. The url for webct is http://webct41.gmu.edu. If you have never used webct before and need help please use the resources listed on the webct page. Students are expected to check email regularly, the majority of class correspondence will take place through email. 
Honor Code: Students are expected to comply with the George Mason University Honor Code.

Students should refer to the University Catalog for a complete explanation of Honor Code regulations. Plagiarism, cheating, and other dishonest practices will not be tolerated in any part of this class (exams, papers, etc.) and I am required to take action against such behavior. 

Additional Information: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic

accommodations, please see me immediately and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Class Assignments:

1. Article reflections: Students are required to complete two article reflections over the course of the semester. Students will read a research article related to child development from a peer-reviewed journal and write a 1-2 page reflection paper. This paper is not simply a summary of the findings in the article but rather your thoughts about the methodology used in the study, questions you have regarding the subject matter, and ways you can relate the findings with information learned in this class or other classes you have taken. A list of possible articles for reflection is on webct, if you do not use one of these articles be warned that points will be lost if an inappropriate article is used. These are graded on a 50 point scale, grades are based on content, writing style, and grammar. Taken together the two article reflections are ~17% of your grade in this class. Due dates are listed on the course schedule.
2. Research paper:  Students are required to conduct a literature review and write a paper

on a topic that is of interest to them and is related to child psychology. Ideally, the paper will cover a topic about which you would like to learn more. In order to aid in the process, I require that you submit a brief description of your paper topic (two or three sentences plus 5 references) to me by October 4, 2007. The topic must be approved by me prior to turning in the paper. The paper will be 5-8 double spaced pages in length (not including title page, abstract and references) and will adhere to all APA publication guidelines. We will discuss this in class and I am available to talk about questions related to the paper during office hours or over email. This paper will constitute ~17% of your final grade. The final draft is due on November 29, 2007. 

3. In-class activities: Several in-class activities will occur during the course of the semester, a few of these are announced below on the course schedule but some will be unannounced. These may be pop-quizzes based on readings or videos watched in class, they may be small-group discussion activities. Your class participation grade is dependant on the grades during these activities and on your contributions to class discussions. If you do not attend class regularly, you will miss these activities and they will NOT be made up under any circumstances. Class participation is worth ~17% of your grade. 

4. Exams:  There will be 4 non-cumulative exams, one will be taken during the scheduled final exam time. Exams will consist of multiple choice, true-false, and short answer questions. There will be NO make-up exams under any circumstances. In order to account for sickness or personal matters, you may drop one exam over the semester. If you take all four, I will automatically drop the one with the lowest grade. Exams are worth 100 points each and make up 50% of your grade. 
Grade determination:

There are 600 possible points from assignments, exams and class participation in this class:

	Assignment

	Points
	Percent of grade in class

	Exams
	100 X 3 = 300
	50%

	Research paper
	100
	16.6%

	Article reflections
	50 X 2 = 100
	16.6%

	Class participation
	100
	16.6%

	TOTAL
	600
	100%


Assigned Articles:
First, L. R., & Palfrey, J. S. (1994). Current concepts: The infant or young child with developmental delay. The New England Journal of Medicine, 330, 478-483. 

Cicchetti, D., & Toth, S. L. (1998). The development of depression in children and adolscents. American Psychologist, 53, 221-242.

Watson, L. R., Baranek, G. T., & DiLavore, P. C. (2003). Toddlers with autism: Developmental perspectives. Infants and Young Children, 16, 201-215.
Evans, G. W. (2004). The environment of child poverty. American Psychologist, 59, 77-92. 

Hetherington, E. M., Bridges, M., & Insabella, G. M. (1998). What matters? What does not?:

Five perspectives on the association between marital transitions and children's adjustment. American Psychologist, 53, 167-184.
Kazdin, A.E., & Benjet, C. (2003). Spanking children: Evidence and issues. Current Directions

in Psychological Science, 12, 99-103.
Maccoby, E.E., & Lewis, C.C. (2003). Less day care or different day care? Child Development,

74, 1069-1075.
These articles are all available electronically through the library database.  Other articles may be assigned during the course of the semester. Students are responsible for all information in the text, in assigned articles, and from lecture. 
	Course Schedule

	Date
	Class Topic
	Assignment

	Aug 30
	Introduction

Theories of child development

Genetics and the environment
	Text chapters 1 &2

	Sept 6
	Prenatal development and birth


	Text chapter 3

	Sept 13
	Infants and toddlers
	Text chapter 4 & 5

*Article Reflection*

	Sept 20
	Infants and toddlers


	Text chapter 6



	Sept 27
	Exam 1


	In-class activity after exam.

	Oct 4
	Early childhood


	Text chapter 7 & 8 
*Paper topic*

	Oct 11
	Early childhood


	Text chapter 9



	Oct 18
	Atypical development
	First and Palfrey, 1994

Cicchetti and Toth, 1998

Watson, Baranek, and Dilavore, 2003
*Article Reflection*

	Oct 25
	Exam 2


	In-class activity after exam.

	Nov 1 
	Middle childhood
	Text chapter 10 & 11



	Nov 8
	Middle childhood
	Text chapter 12



	Nov 15
	Exam 3


	In-class activity after exam.

	Nov 22
	Happy Thanksgiving!


	No class.

	Nov 29
	Controversial issues in child development
	Evans, 2004

Hetherington et al., 1998

Kazdin and Benjet, 2003

Maccoby and Lewis, 2003
*Research paper*

	Dec 6
	Transition to adolescence


	Text chapters 14 & 15

	Dec 13
	Final Exam 

7:30-10:15 
	


