Cognitive Psychology

PSYC 317-005
Monday, 7:20-10:00 p.m.

Instructor: 
Dr. John E. Morrison

Office:
131 Thompson Hall / Phone: (703) 915-3856
Office Hours:
Monday, 6:20-7:20 pm and by appointment

E-mail: 
John.E.Morrison@Verizon.Net
Course Objective

The purpose of the course is to survey theories, methods, and empirical findings related to cognitive structures and processes. Specific topics include memory, language comprehension, decision making, and problem solving.

Required Reading

Ashcraft, M. H. (2006). Cognition (4th ed.) Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Prentice-Hall.

Additional journal articles may be assigned that are related to specific topics.

Classroom Activities

Lectures will focus on discussion of the theoretical and empirical foundations of cognitive psychology. Questions and comments will be encouraged throughout the term.
Assessments

Knowledge and understanding of cognitive psychology will be assessed by three equally weighted, non-cumulative tests. Tests will consist of multiple-choice and short-answer items. The three tests will determine 75% of the student’s class grade (25% per test).

Ability to understand and apply cognitive theory and methods will be evaluated by a research proposal, not to exceed 2,000 words (about 5 pages) in length. In this proposal, students will describe an experiment in human cognition to include the background necessary to understand the problem, the specific hypotheses to be tested, the methods to be used, and the proposed design and analysis of results. This assignment will account for 25% of the student’s grade.

Extra credit may be obtained by participating in experiments sponsored by the Psychology Department. Students may receive up to 2 additional points (2%) in final grade. However, participation in experiments is not a course requirement, and non-participation will not reduce the final grade.

Grading Standards

Grades on all assignments will be determined according to the standard university scale: A (90-100); B (80-89); C (70-79); D (60-69); F (below 59). Please note that the actual grading standard will not be more stringent than the university scale, but may become less stringent in light of class performance on any assignment.

Honor Code

All provisions of the GMU Honor System and Code will be followed in this class. During exams, no books, notes, or student interaction will be permitted. For research proposals, all work submitted must be original. In the proposals, quotations are permitted, but they must be appropriately cited.

Technology Requirements

Students must have access to their GMU e-mail or an equivalent account. Routine communication will occur via e-mail. In addition to individual conversations between instructor and student, e-mail will be used to send all students information concerning class assignments and lecture slides. The instructor will make the slides available in MS PowerPoint format.

Service Learning

Students may earn an additional hour of credit by enrolling in PSYC 328 (Psychology in the Community Laboratory) and participating in a service learning project related to cognitive psychology. The Center for Service and Leadership in the Johnson Center has a roster of approved organizations, and Dr. Michael Hurley oversees the students enrolled in this course. Please enroll if you are interested.

Disabilities

If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Tentative Schedule

The following schedule is highly tentative and subject to class progress through the material, weather events, and the instructor’s external obligations. Actual test dates will be confirmed two weeks prior to the event.

	Date 
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	August 27
	Introduction
	Chapter 1

	September 3
	Labor Day
	No class

	September 10
	Cognitive Approach
	Chapter 2

	September 17
	Perception
	Chapter 3

	September 24
	Attention
	Chapter 4

	October 1
	Short-Term Working Memory
	Chapter 5

	October 9*
	Test 1
	Chapters 1-5

	October 15
	Long-Term Episodic Memory
	Chapter 6

	October 22
	Long-Term Semantic Memory
	Chapter 7

	October 29
	Memory in Natural Settings
	Chapter 8

	November 5
	Language
	Chapter 9

	November 12
	Test 2
	Chapters 6-9

	November 19
	Comprehension, Written and Spoken
	Chapter 10

	November 26
	Decision Making
	Chapter 11 

	December 3
	Problem Solving
	Chapter 12

	December 17**
	Test 3
	Chapters 10-12

	* Class shifted to Tuesday

** Date/time for final exam


Additional Dates

For Fall 2007, the last day to add a class is September 11 and the last day to drop is September 28. There is also an elective withdrawal option for undergraduate students that will be from September 29- October 26; however, please speak with an academic advisor before choosing this option.

