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INTIMATE RELATIONSHIPS
Psychology 466, Fall 2007

Amanda di Bartolomeo, M.A. 





                    Wednesday 

adibart@gmu.edu                                                                                                        4:30 – 7:10 pm
Office: David King 2018
       


                                       Robinson B 224

Office Phone: (703) 993-4195 ext. 2
     




            3 credits


Office Hour: Wednesday 6 – 7 pm

Required Text

Knox, D. & Schacht, C. (2008). Choices in Relationships: An Introduction to Marriage


and the Family (9th Ed.). Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth.
Perquisites & Add/Drop Deadlines

Psyc100, Psyc 231 (Psyc 324 recommended).

Last day to add – September 11, 2007
Last day to drop – September 28, 2007
Course Objectives

· Students will become familiar with the field of intimate relationships.
· Students will become familiar with topics of interest to this field of psychology, 
including gender, love, marriage, same-sex relationships, communication, parenting, 
violence and abuse, and ageing.
· Students will be actively involved in applying the concepts covered in class to 
real-
world issues.
Grading and Other Policies

Exams (75%)

There will be four multiple choice exams for this course. Only three of the four exams will count toward the overall course grade. Exam 1 (Wednesday September 19), worth 25% will cover Chapters 1 – 3 and the Kirshnamurti text. Exam 2 (Wednesday October 17), worth 25%, will cover Chapters 4 – 6. Exam 3 (Wednesday November 14), worth 25%, will cover Chapters 8, 9, & 11. A final exam (Wednesday December 12), also worth 25%, will cover Chapters 14 and 17 and the NYT article in addition to major topics from the first three exams.
There will be NO make-up exams offered for this course. Since there are four scheduled exams and only three of them count toward the overall course grade, you may choose to either:

A) take all four of the exams and drop your lowest exam grade OR

B) take only three of the four exams
Application Assignments (25%)

There will be five Application Assignments in this course. Each Application Assignment should be 500 – 700 words long (or approximately 2 pages typed double spaced). Each page must include your name and the number of the application assignment. Assignments must be typed in Times New Roman, 12 pt font, double spaced with 1 inch margins and stapled. All terms you incorporate from the chapter must be italicized. 
With the exception of the first assignment, please do not email your Application Assignments to me.

Each Application Assignment is worth a total of 20 points. I will not accept late assignments. An assignment is considered late if it is not turned in by the beginning of class on the day that it is due. 
Assignment 1 Due Monday September 10 via email

Find the lyrics to your favorite love song (there are many online resources for song lyrics). Analyze the lyrics and identify the aspects of love present in the lyrics, according to your textbook’s definition of love. Which of the 5 love styles are present in the lyrics? How is the cultural portrayal of love similar to or different from the types of love described in your text?

Assignment 2 Due Wednesday October 10

Same-sex couples are unable to marry in any state, and in most states cannot form a domestic partnership that would provide them with most (but not necessarily all) the same rights as married heterosexual couples. It is not currently considered a federal hate crime to kill someone because that person is perceived to be homosexual. And in most states it is legal to fire someone due to his or her sexual orientation. What effect do you think heterosexism has on same-sex relationships?

Assignment 3 Due Wednesday October 24

Think about a couple you know in a successful long-term relationship. What characteristics of relationships do they exhibit? Why do these characteristics help (or hurt) their relationship? In what ways?
Assignment 4 Due Wednesday October 31

One of the most difficult topics to discuss between partners is sexual history, especially if one partner has a sexually transmitted disease (STD) or is HIV positive. Based on your text, what factors do you think would influence a person’s decision to disclose their STD/HIV status? What do you think a person’s obligation is in a relationship if s/he has an STD and/or is HIV positive?
Assignment 5 Due Wednesday November 28
Having read what your textbook reports about child sexual abuse and laws such as Megan’s Law that set up registries for convicted sexual offenders and what the New York Times article reports about the prevalence and long term prospects of sexual offenders who are minors – what are you opinions about how laws such as Megan’s Law should be enacted?

Extra Credit 

Up to a maximum of 10 points—2 for each hour of research participation or for each seminar attended—can be earned (5 hours total). Students will have an opportunity to earn extra credit points for participating in a psychology or related discipline research project or by attending relevant psychology-related seminars or lectures. Extra credit will be earned by selecting Psyc 466.001 to apply your credit on Experimetrix. Studies and lectures can be located through the Experimetrix web page on the GMU website (www.experimetrix.com/gmu).
Final Grades

A+ (97%+); A (93-96%); A- (90-92%); B+ (87-89%); B (83-86%); B- (80-82%); C+ (77-79%);     C (70-76%); D (60-69%); F (59% & below)

Use of Technology

All students will be expected to check their GMU email account and WebCT page (https://webct41.gmu.edu/webct/public/home.pl) on a regular basis, as email and WebCT will be used to communicate announcements and distribute some course materials.

Honor Code:

All students are expected to abide by the George Mason University honor code:

To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members of the University Community have set forth this: Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. Further information can be found at: http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html
Accommodation of Disabilities

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Note that this provision includes the range of disabilities, including physical, psychiatric, and learning disabilities.

Student Support Services

GMU offers services to support students’ academic and emotional development. The Learning Center, located in SUB I (room 364, see http://www.gmu.edu/departments/csdc/ls.htm), offers workshops in academic skills and a tutor referral program. The Counseling Center, located in SUB I (room 364, see http://www.gmu.edu/departments/csdc/) offers stress management training, as well as individual and group counseling for students who would like some help with social, emotional, or educational concerns—or who have concerns about their friends. Consider taking advantage of these resources—After all, they are free!!!
Exam and Assignment Schedule*
	
	TOPIC
	READINGS*
	ASSIGNMENTS

	
	 
	 
	 

	29-Aug
	Relationships: An Overview
	pp. 2 - 37 & Krishnamurti
	 

	 
	 
	chapter "On Relationship"
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	5-Sep
	Gender in Relationships
	pp. 42 - 67
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	12-Sep
	Love in Relationships
	pp. 72 - 96
	Application Assignment 1 due

	 
	 
	 
	***due 5 pm 9/10 via email***

	19-Sep
	EXAM 1
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	26-Sep
	Being Single, Hanging Out, Hooking Up, and Living Together
	pp. 100 - 127
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	3-Oct
	Sexuality in Relationships
	pp. 131 - 157 & pp. 529 - 536
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	10-Oct
	Same-Sex Couples and Families
	pp. 162 -188
	Application Assignment 2 due

	 
	 
	 
	 

	17-Oct
	EXAM 2
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	24-Oct
	Marriage Relationships
	pp. 224 - 248
	Application Assignment 3 due

	 
	 
	 
	 

	31-Oct
	Communication in Relationships
	pp. 253 - 271
	Application Assignment 4 due 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	7-Nov
	Parenting
	pp. 316 - 343
	

	 
	 
	 
	 

	14-Nov
	EXAM 3
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	21-Nov
	NO CLASS- THANKSGIVING
	 
	Enjoy the time off!

	 
	 
	 
	 

	28-Nov
	Violence & Abuse in Relationships
	pp. 396 – 421 & NYT article “How Can you distinguish a budding pedophile from a kid with real boundary problems?”
	Application Assignment 5 due

	 
	 
	 
	 

	5-Dec
	Aging in Marriage & Family Relationships
	pp. 481 – 506 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	12-Dec
	EXAM 4
	 
	 


*This schedule is tentative. Any changes will be announced in class. Readings are due before class on the day that they are assigned. Example: pp. 42 – 67 should be completed before lecture on September 5.*

