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Fall 2007 


Course: 
Psychology 597 – Directed Readings & Research
Instructor: 
Jack A. Naglieri, Ph.D. (703) 993-3811, naglieri@gmu.edu

Office Hours:
Tuesdays 2:00 – 3:00 and by appointment

Lecture:
Wednesday 11:00-12:00 

Course Description:  School Psychology students take four sections of 597, one during the Fall and Spring semesters of the first and second years. The purpose of the first class is to help the student develop (a) an understanding of the research process; (b) a research proposal; and (c) an understanding of how to conduct a review of the literature. The second class covers (a) developing a research methodology; (b) Ethnical, legal, and human subject issues and subject selection.  The third class covers (a) statistical techniques; (b) data management; and (c) research designs.  The fourth class covers the integration of all these skills as demonstrated by (a) a formal presentation to the class; and (b) a complete manuscript that is in a form that can be submitted for publication.  

Course Structure and Requirements:  This course is comprised of lecture and individual meetings with each student’s advisor. Reading assignments will be provided during the course of the semester. Each student will be required to actively and continuously make progress on the research project. All documents must be constructed following APA Style. Requirements for the four semesters of the course are as follows: 
1. Fall Year 1: Review of Research (5-10 pages); 
2. Spring Year 1: Methods, Procedures, & Data Analysis (5-10 pages); 
3. Fall Year 2: Results and Discussion (5-10 pages); 
4. Spring Year 2: Complete manuscript ready for publication review (15-30 pages) and complete presentation given to the class. 

Grading will be determined according to the satisfactory production of materials submitted during each semester. Letter grades will be assigned based on the (a) quality of written communication; (b) accuracy of the information; and (c) conformity to APA style. All assignments must be completed by their due dates.  Failure to do so may result in significant penalties. 

Required Readings

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th ed. Washington, DC: Author.

Kazdin, A. E.  (1995). Preparing and evaluating research reports.  Psychological Assessment, 7, 228-237.
Shaughnessy, J. J., Zechmeister, E. B., & Zechmeister, J. S. (2006). Research methods in psychology (7th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.

Zinsser, W. (2006). On writing well. New York: Collins. (ISBN: 0060891548)

NOTE: You are responsible for all information from each class meeting If you miss a class, you should borrow notes from a classmate. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.







