Psychology 702




Office: DK 2044

Fall, 2007





Phone: 703 993-4339

Dr. Smith





Hours: M, R 1-2PM

Syllabus





Email: bsmith@gmu.edu
Date

Topic




Assignment
Aug 28

Introduction; Cells of CNS


Chaps 1,2

Sept  4

CNS structure; Psychopharmacology

Chaps 3,4

Sept 11
Psychopharmacology



Chap 4

Sept 18
Sensory systems: vision


Chap 6

Sept 25
Motor systems




Chap 8

Oct 2

Sleep and rhythms



Chap 9

Oct 9

NO CLASS [Columbus Day – Monday classes meet on Tuesday]

Oct 16

Midterm exam

Oct 23

Reproduction; Emotional Behavior

Chaps 10, 11

Oct 30

Emotional Behavior, Ingestive Beh

Chaps 11, 12

Nov 6

NO CLASS; Society for Neuroscience convention

Nov 13

Learning and Memory



Chap 13

Nov 20

Speech; Neurological Disorders

Chaps 14, 15

Nov 27

Mental disorders



Chaps 16, 17

Dec 4

Addiction; course summary, Paper due
Chap 18

Dec 11  
FINAL EXAM, 130-415, in this room

Textbook: Carlson, Physiology of Behavior, 9th ed.

Course goals: To develop a high level of understanding of the function of the central nervous system, and its relationship to behavior, both normal and disturbed.  It is expected that students will develop a level of factual knowledge sufficient to allow them to understand relationships between brain and behavior, to express their knowledge in integrative essays, and to develop an in-depth review paper on a topic related to the course.
Grading: 
Midterm
35%



Final exam
35%



Review paper
30%

Exams will be essay-type.  The paper, DUE IN CLASS DEC 4, will be a significant review paper on a topic related to this course.  Most papers will be 10-15 pages in length, although the quality of thought in critiquing and evaluating the literature will be more important than length.  I recommend that each student review potential topics with me at least 6 weeks before the due date.

HONOR CODE: Your exam performance must be your own work, but you may use any means you like to learn the material.  I encourage studying in groups.  Taping lectures is permitted.   You may discuss papers with others, provided that the paper itself is your own work.  I encourage both papers that broaden your understanding of topics you are already familiar with, and papers to give you knowledge in an area you are not yet strong in.

Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.  Accomodations must be arranged in advance – we are not permitted to adjust your grade or make alternate test arrangements if you request accommodation after doing poorly on an exam.

Attendance:  Attendance is required.  Some of the materials discussed in class cannot be found in your text, and will be covered on exams.  If you must miss a class, please arrange with a classmate to get notes [I cannot provide notes for those who are absent].  

Technology usage statement:  Important announcements and study questions will be distributed by email, and you are required to check your Mason email account to receive these [and to keep your mailbox maintained so that messages will not be rejected for over quota].  Lecture materials will not be distributed electronically.

