Psychology 704: Lifespan Development

Fall 2007

Dr. Heather K. Warren

Office: David King Hall 1014A

Office phone: 703.993.4081

Email: hkwarren@gmu.edu
Office Hours: Thursdays 12:00 - 1:00pm and by appointment
Mailbox: David King Hall 2001

Purpose of Course:  
This graduate-level course is designed to give you a thorough overview of development throughout the life span.  Domains of development may include physical, perceptual, language, personality, and social-emotional.  Theoretical and methodological issues will be covered in additional to empirical research.  The goal is to provide a foundation for your later coursework and research.
Readings:

Readings for this course require some background in child and adult development.  If you have not had an undergraduate course in these areas, it is strongly recommended that you read an undergraduate text on the topic.  

All required readings are available via WebCT at <http://webct41.gmu.edu>.  If you are not familiar with this tool, a FAQ for students using WebCT is available at: <http://www.irc.gmu.edu/coursetools/webct/faqstudents.html> 
Course Format:

This course is a discussion-based seminar, and thus reliant on the energies of all participants.  Given this format, it is imperative that everyone come prepared to participate in each class in order for us to function as a true seminar of thinkers.  In sum, course readings need to be read and thought about in advance for effective participation in a graduate seminar.  To facilitate this course format, a small group of students will act as discussion facilitators for each class meeting by co-leading the discussion of the week’s topic, in conjunction with the instructor.  In addition, the instructor will cover new concepts at the beginning of each new topic in a lecture format.
For each reading, all students are required to send the discussion facilitators and the instructor via e-mail (a.) one thought question; and (b.) a summary of the three major points in the article.  [Please note: A thought question consists of a question asked for the purpose of facilitating class discussion.  Questions of clarification can also be sent at this time, in addition to the student’s thought question.] Class members’ thought questions and summaries of the articles are due no later than 5:00pm on the Friday of each week.
In turn, no later than 8:00pm the Monday of each week, the discussion facilitators will be responsible for:

· collating discussion questions from the class in a topical format
· disseminating discussion questions to the class members (via e-mail) 
· collating student summaries of the article 
· disseminating a collated summary of the article to class members (via e-mail)
Requirements:

The course requirements are designed to emphasize the skills that you will need as a professional in the social and behavioral sciences.  These skills are important in academic, intervention, social service, and clinical settings, and include: (1) writing; (2) critical evaluation; (3) application of research to practical problems; and (4) articulating informed opinions in a professional context.
Exams:

There will be two examinations during the semester.  The take-home midterm examination is worth 25% of your grade and intended to give you (relatively) early feedback about your performance in the course.  The final exam, a take-home essay examination, is worth 35% of your grade.  These exam questions will focus on your ability to integrate the themes and research that we have covered throughout the semester.

Evaluation:
· Class participation and weekly writing


30%
· Discussion leader





10%

· Midterm






25%
· Final Exam






35%
Honor Code:
As your instructor, I will maintain the integrity of the learning and testing process in my courses.  Do not cheat, plagiarize, lie, or steal in matters relating to academic work.  Exams in this course must be your own work, and students are not to discuss their answers with others.
Accommodations:

If you are a student with a disability and you require accommodations in the classroom, please contact the Officer of Disability Resources, SUBI Room 222, at 703.993.2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Please also inform the instructor at the beginning of the semester, so we can facilitate equal access to all students.

General Course Policies:

· This class requires active participation by you.  You are expected to think, and write, and share, and ask questions, and in general be engaged while you are here!
· If you have a cell phone or other electronic device, please either turn it off or set for vibrate mode.  Anyone whose electronics disturb the class will be penalized 1% of the overall course grade each time it happens.
· Be respectful of yourself and others in the course.  Don’t talk during class about other things; when working in groups, keep voices to a low level so all can keep working; don’t denigrate others’ work or ideas.  Give everyone in your group a chance to speak and contribute.
· This class requires use of your GMU email account for breaking news and access to WebCT without complications.  There will be no exceptions.
· The reading list supplied may be amended during class meetings.  It is your responsibility to be present each week in order to get this information.  I do not provide this information via email.
Important Dates:

See http://registrar.gmu.edu/calendars/fall07academiccalendar.pdf
Last Day to Add (Full-Semester Course)

September 11, 2007

Last Day to Drop (Full-Semester Course)

September 28, 2007

Readings:

WEEK ONE 
Greetings, Introductions, Logistics, Historical Perspectives
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​class meeting: 08/28/07

Elder, G.H. & Shanahan, M.J. (2006). The life course and human development. The emergence of life-course theory: A historical account. In W. Damon & R.M. Lerner (Eds.) Handbook of child psychology, Volume I: Theoretical models of human development (pp. 665-679). New York: Wiley.

Lerner, R.M., Wertlieb, D., & Jacobs, F. (2005). Historical and theoretical bases of applied developmental science. In R.M. Lerner, F. Jacobs, & D. Wertlieb (Eds.), Applied developmental science (pp. 3-29). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
WEEK TWO 

The shape of development: Issues, theories, and methods 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​class meeting: 09/04/07
Baltes, P.B. (1987). Theoretical propositions of life-span developmental psychology: On the dynamics between growth and decline. Developmental Psychology, 23, 611-626.

Bronfenbrenner, U. & Evans, G.W. (2000). Developmental science in the 21st century: Emerging questions, theoretical models, research designs, and empirical findings. Social Development, 9(1), 15-25.

​​​​​​​​Horowitiz, F.D. (2000). Child development and the PITS: Simple questions, complex answers, and developmental theory.  Child Development, 71, 1-10.

WEEK THREE & WEEK FOUR 
Temperament and early social-emotional development
​​​​​​​​​​​​​class meetings: 09/11/07 and 09/18/07
Izard, C.E., Fantauzzo, C.A., Castle, J.M., Haynes, O.M., Rayias, M.F., Putnam, P.H. (1995). The ontogeny and significance of infants’ facial expressions in the first 9 months of life.  Developmental Psychology, 31, 997-1013.

Goldsmith, H.H., Buss, A.H., Plomin, R., Rothbart, M.K., Thomas, A., Chess, S. et al. (1987). Roundtable: What is temperament? Four approaches. Child Development, 58, 506-529.
Hofer, M.A. (1987). Early social relationships: A psychobiologist’s view. Child Development, 58, 633-647.

Thompson, R. A.  (2000). The legacy of early attachments. Child Development, 71, 145-152.
__
Manglesdorf, S.C. & Frosch, C.A. (2000). Temperament and attachment: One construct or two? In H.W. Reese (Ed.), Advances in child development and behavior, (pp. 181-220). San Diego: Academic Press.
Sapolsky, R.M. (1997). The importance of a well-groomed child. Science, 277, 1620-1621.
Sanson, A., & Hemphill, S. A. (2004). Connections between temperament and social development: A review. Social Development, 13, 142-170.

WEEK FIVE
Development of perception and action

​​​​​​​​​​​​​class meeting: 09/25/07
Bertenthal, B.I. (1996). Origins and early development of perception, action, and representation. Annual Review of Psychology, 47, 431-459.
Hopkins, B. & Butterworth, G. (1997). Dynamical systems approaches to the development of action. In G. Bremner, A. Slater, & G. Butterworth (Eds.) Infant development: Recent advances (pp 75-100). East Sussex, UK: Psychology Press.
Thelen, E. (1995). Motor development: A new synthesis. American Psychologist, 50, 79-95. 
Thompson, R.A. & Nelson, C.A. (2001).  Developmental science and the media: Early brain development. American Psychologist, 56, 5-15.

~Midterm evaluations will cover the above material.~

WEEK SIX
Categories and conceptual development

​​​​​​​​​​​​​class meeting: 10/02/07
Keil, F.C. (1999). Cognition, content, and development. In M. Bennett (Ed.) Developmental psychology: Achievements and prospects (pp. 165-184). Philadelphia: Psychology Press.

Mandler, J.M. Development of categorization: Perceptual and conceptual categories. In G. Bremner, A. Slater & G. Butterworth (Eds.) Infant development: Recent advances (pp 75-100). East Sussex, UK: Psychology Press.
Wynn, K. (1998). Psychological foundations of number: Numerical competence in human infants. Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 2, 296-303.
Haith, M.M. (1998). Who put the cog in infant cognition? Is rich interpretation too costly? Infant Behavior and Development, 21, 181-200.
WEEK SEVEN 
Intelligence 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​class meeting: 10/16/07 
APA Task Force. (1996). Intelligence: Knowns and unknowns. American Psychologist, 51, 77-101.


Williams, W. (1996). Are we raising smarter children today? School and home related influences on IQ. In U. Neisser (Ed.) The rising curve: Long-term changes in IQ and related measures.

Keyes, C.L.M., & Waterman, M.B. (2003). Dimensions of well-being and mental health in adulthood. In M. Bornstein, L. Davidson, C.L.M. Keyes, & K.A. Moore, Well-being: Positive development across the life course (pp.477-497). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

Schaie, K.W. (1994). The course of adult intellectual development. American Psychologist, 49(4), 304-313.

Sternberg, R. & Lubart, T. (2001). Wisdom and creativity. In J.E. Birren & K.W. Shaie (Eds.) Handbook of the psychology of aging (pp. 499-522). San Diego: Academic Press.
Kuhn, D., & Pease, M. (2006). Do children and adults learn differently?  Journal of

Cognition and Development, 7, 279-293.
Diamond, A., & Kirkham, N. (2005).  Not quite as grown-up as we like to think: Parallels between cognition in childhood and adulthood.  Psychological Science, 16, 291-297.
WEEK EIGHT
Personality

​​​​​​​​​​​​​class meeting: 10/23/07
Caspi, A. & Silva, P.A. Temperamental qualities at age three predict personality traits in young adulthood: Longitudinal evidence from a birth cohort. Child Development, 66, 486-498.

McCrae, R.R., Costa, P.T., deLima, M.P., Simoes, A., Ostendorg, F., Angleitner, A., Marusic, I, Bratko, D., Caprara, G.V., Barbaranelli, C., Chae, J., & Piedmont, R.L. (1999). Age differences in personality across the lifespan: Parallels in five cultures. Developmental Psychology, 35(2), 466-477.

WEEK NINE
Risk and resilience

​​​​​​​​​​​​​Class meeting: 10/30/07
Masten, A.S., & Curtis, W.J. (2000). Integrating competence and psychopathology: Pathways toward a comprehensive science of adaptation in development. Development and Psychopathology, 12, 529-550.

Garmenzy, N. (1987). Stress, competence, and development: Continuities in the study of schizophrenic adults, children vulnerable to psychopathology, and the search for stress-resistant children.  American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 57(2), 159-174.  (week 3 from large binder)

Cairns, R.B. & Cairns, B.D. (1994). Lifelines and risks: Pathways of youth in our time. New York: Cambridge University Press. (find chapter)

WEEK TEN
Development in context
​​​​​​​​​​​​​class meeting: 11/06/07 (Election Day)
Masten, A.S. & Coatsworth, J.D. (1998). The development of competence in favorable and unfavorable environments: Lessons from research on successful children. American Psychologist, 53(2), 205-220.

Darling, N. & Steinberg, L. (1993). Parenting style as context: An integrative model. Psychological Bulletin, 113, 487-496.

Hetherington, E.M., Bridges, M. & Insabella, G.M. (1998). What matters? What does not? Five perspectives on the association between marital transitions and children’s adjustment. American Psychologist, 53, 167-184.

Rutter, M. Pickles, A., Murray, R. & Eaves, L. (2001). Testing hypotheses on specific environmental causal effects on behavior. Psychological Bulletin, 127, 291-324.

WEEK ELEVEN
Careers, work, leisure, retirement

​​​​​​​​​​​​​Class meeting: 11/13/07
Readings TBA

WEEK TWELVE
Successful aging: Mental health, cognition, and everyday competence
​​​​​​​​​​​​​Class meeting: 11/20/07 (Thanksgiving Break follows)
Diehl, M. (1998). Everyday competence in later life: Current status and future directions. The Gerontologist, 38, 422-433.

Herzog, A.R., Franks, M.M., Markus, H.R., & Holmberg, D. (1998). Activities and well-being in older age: Effects of self-concept and educational attainment. Psychology and Aging, 13, 179-185.
Lindenberger, U. and Baltes, P.B. (1997). Intellectual functioning in old and very old age: Cross-sectional results from the Berlin Aging Study. Psychology and Aging, 12, 410-432.

Salthouse, T.A. (2006). Mental exercise and mental aging. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 1, 68-87.
WEEK THIRTEEN
Summary and conclusions
​​​​​​​​​​​​​Class meeting: 11/27/04
Smoller, J.W. (1986). The etiology and treatment of childhood. Elementary School Guidance and Counseling, 21(2), 114-119.
~Final examinations will cover all of the above material.~
WEEK FOURTEEN
Final exam questions, summary, conclusions

Class meeting: 12/4/07

