Neuroscience 210: Introduction to Neuroscience


Office: DK 2044
Fall, 2007







Hours: M 11-12AM, R 1-2 PM

Dr. Robert Smith






Phone: 703 993-4339

Syllabus







Email: bsmith@gmu.edu
Date


Topic







Assignment
Aug 
28

Overview






Chap 1



30

Neural signalling





Chaps 2,3
Sept 
4

Neurotransmission





Chaps 4,5

6

Neurotransmission





Chap 6

11

Intro to neuroanatomy





Appendix

13

Intro to neuroanatomy





Appendix

18

Visual system






Chaps 11

20

Visual system






Chap 12

25

Motor systems






Chaps 16, 17

27

Motor systems






Chaps 18, 19
Oct
2

Development 






Chap 22

4

Development






Chap 23

9

NO CLASS


11

Midterm Exam


16

Plasticity






Chap 24

18

Plasticity






Chap 8

23

Learning and memory





Chaps 8, 31


25

Learning and memory





Chap 31

30

Rhythms and sleep [Olds]




Chap 28
Nov 
1

Cognitive neuroscience [Parasuraman]


Readings

6

NO CLASS; SFN MEETING


8

Association cortex





Chaps 26,27

13

Emotional regulation





Chap 29

15

Reproduction






Chap 30

20

Chemistry and behavior




Chap 6

27

Chemistry and behavior




Chap 6

29

Current problems in neuroscience: addiction


TBA
Dec. 
4

Current problems in neuroscience [Cox]


TBA

6

Current problems in neuroscience [Thompson]

TBA
Dec. 


Final exam
Text: Purves, et al.  Neuroscience.
Course goal: This is the first course in the neuroscience major.  It will acquaint you with the broad scope of neuroscience, and also introduce you to some of the research in neuroscience taking place at Mason.  I expect that you will master the factual information presented, and be able to express your knowledge cogently in essay format.
Grading:  
Two exams, mixed factual and essay questions - 70%



Review paper, 8-10 pages


    - 15%



Occasional reaction papers [1-2 pp]

    - 15%

HONOR CODE: Your exam performance must be your own work, but you may use any means you like to learn the material.  I encourage studying in groups.  Taping lectures is permitted. No written material or electronic devices may be used during exams.  

Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Accomodations must be arranged in advance – we are not permitted to adjust your grade or make alternate test arrangements if you request accommodation after doing poorly on an exam.

Attendance:  Attendance is required.  Some of the materials discussed in class cannot be found in your text, and will be covered on exams.  If you must miss a class, please arrange with a classmate to get notes [I cannot provide notes for those who are absent].
Technology usage statement:  Important announcements and study questions will be distributed by email, and you are required to check your Mason email account to receive these [and to keep your mailbox maintained so that messages will not be rejected for over quota].  Lecture materials will not be distributed electronically.

