        


      SYLLABUS 

Fall 2008

Psychology 100 (Section 001)

Monday/Wednesday 8:30-9:20am

IN 103
Dr. Morton Werber. 301-330-8298. natwerber@aol.com
M 9:30am-10:30am or by appointment on M or W. Thompson Hall, Rm 131.

TA: Phillip Gilmore, B.S. pgilmore@gmu.edu. M 10:30-11:30a or by appointment. Location TBA.
Goal of course:  to survey the basic concepts and theories of all areas of psychology from both an historic and contemporary perspective.  

Textbook:  The Science of Psychology, by Laura A. King, 2008.
Last day to add:  September 9, 2008 Last day to drop:  September 26, 2008

Honor Policy:  Each student should become familiar with the honor policy at G.M.U.  It will be followed in this course.

Disability:  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2472.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Grade Scale: 98-100=A+; 93-97=A; 90-92=A-; 88-89=B+; 83-87=B; 80-82=B-; 78-79=C+; 73-77=C; 70-72=C-; 60-69=D; 59 and lower = F.  YOU WILL NEED SCANTRONS.  (Exam 62%+Recitation 31%+Research 7%)
Exams(62%):  There will be three exams, all objective, including the final, and they will count 62% of your final grade: (Dates are for Lectures)
M 9/29

REVIEW

W 10/1

EXAM I

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

M 11/3

REVIEW

W 11/5

EXAM II

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

W 12/3

REVIEW

F 12/12

FINAL EXAM: 7:30am-10:15am

Recitation(31%): Thirty-one percent (31%) of your final grade will be based on your recitation work.
Wk 1 (8/25-29): 
Introduction; History and fields of psychology (Ch.1)

Wk 2 (9/1-5):

Research methods (Ch.2)

*Wk 3 (9/8-12):
Biological basis of psychology (Ch.3)

*Wk 4 (9/15-19):
Development (Ch.4); Sensation and perception (Ch.5)
*Wk 5 (9/22-26):
Sensation and perception (Ch.5); Consciousness (Ch.6)

Group Review**
*Wk 6 (9/29-10/3):
REVIEW and EXAM I
*Wk 7 (10/6-10): 
Learning (Ch.7)

*Wk 8 (10/13-17):
Memory (Ch.8)

*Wk 9 (10/20-24):
Memory (Ch.8); Cognition and intelligence (Ch.9)
*Wk 10(10/27-31):
Motivation and emotion (Ch.10)


Group Review**
*Wk 11(11/3-7):
REVIEW and EXAM II

*Wk 12(11/10-14):
Personality (Ch.11)

*Wk 13 (11/17-21):
Social psychology (Ch.12); Psychological disorders (Ch.14)
Wk 14 (11/24-28):
Psychological disorders (Ch.14)

*Wk 15 (12/1-5):
Therapy (Ch.15); REVIEW

Group Review**
Wk 16 (12/12):
FINAL EXAM:  7:30am-10:15am

*11% total grade= Attendance grades (one point per class; student responsible for introducing themselves to instructor to gain attendance credit) 
**12% total grade= 3 Group Review Assignments (student must generate four mock test questions per review period; duplicate questions will only be credited to the first student to present them.  Questions due in recitation period prior to respective test week)
***8% total grade= Participation (half a point for input; max one point per day)

Recitation sections will incorporate the discussion topics given in that week of class.  On the week prior to tests, a cumulative review will be discussed.  Schedule is subject to change as Dr. Werber is the authority on test material and course content.

Research Requirement(7%):  For 7% of the grade, all students are required to serve for seven (7) hours as participants in psychological research.  For students who choose not to participate, attendance at alternative lectures also meets this requirement.  Opportunities for research will be announced at http://gmu.sona-systems.com.  The website will explain how to sign up, where and when the experiments take place, and penalties for not showing up.  If you have questions or problems with signing up for these studies, please e-mail David Kidd at psychlab@gmu.edu.  He is the coordinator of the program.  
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