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Psychology 100-002    INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY

Fall 2008

Dr. P.M. Greenwood

2060 David King Hall

Email: 

Pgreenw1@gmu.edu
Phone:

 703 993-4268

Office hours: 

Tuesday/Thursday 2:00-3:00

Meeting times: 
Tuesday/Thursday 12:00-12:50pm

Enterprise 80

Text: Wade & Tavris (2008) Invitation to Psychology, 4th edition, Pearson

Objective

The course objective is to consider comprehensively all aspects of the human psyche – including perception, cognition, emotion, development, and brain disorders. 

Course Requirements

1.Exams. (58% of grade)  Exams will be administered on class dates noted in the lecture 

schedule. Exams will cover the lectures and class discussions since the preceding exam. Exams will be multiple choice.  The fourth exam will be administered during the final exam period and will be comprehensive. Your grade will be the average of the HIGHEST 3 of the 4 EXAM GRADES. Students who have taken all three term exams may choose to omit the final exam so that their grade will be based on those 3 exams. If you miss an exam for any reason, that exam grade will be the one that is dropped from the final average. INDIVIDUAL MAKE-UP EXAMS WILL NOT BE GIVEN. If an exam is cancelled by official GMU cancellation, the exam will be given on the next class meeting day. 

2. Chapter outlines. (10%) Prepare an outline of each chapter in your book in advance of the lecture on that chapter. Do this in a manner that shows the organization, main points, and leaves room for notes.  Do this in Powerpoint or Keynote  and bring to class.  I will randomly call on people over the semester to see their outlines.  If I call on you, I will look at your outline in class, ask you to email it to me on the spot, and give you a grade for it. You will start out with full credit for this portion of the grade and points will be deducted for major inadequacies in the outline. 

3. Recitation section (25% of grade) In Recitation, you will have more opportunity for question and answer, and recitation sections will present information not covered in lecture or the text.  I will include questions on exams based on material covered in recitation sections, and 25% of the course grade will be based on attendance/participation in recitation. Recitation syllabi will be distributed in each section.
4. Experimental Participation: (7% of grade) Each student is required to accumulate 7 hours of credit for participation as a subject in psychology experiments. Alternate experiences (attending lectures on psychology experiments) may be substituted.  This is a course requirement.  Failure to participate will result in a 2% reduction in the course grade for EACH hour short of the required 7.  You must sign up for experiments at http://gmu.sona-systems.com/ This site also has instructions on signing up, locations/times of experiments, and penalties for not showing up for a scheduled experiment. I suggest visiting the site early in the semester to learn its features.  Plan to complete this requirement early in the semester, as there are often not enough slots for the many people who wait until the last moment.

Attendance:  Attendance is required.  Some of the materials discussed in class cannot be found in your text, and will be covered on exams.  If you must miss a class, please arrange with a classmate to get notes [I cannot provide notes for those who are absent].  While in class, cell phones must be turned off.  If you are late arriving, must leave early, or have potential urgent business to which you might have to attend, please sit near an exit to minimize disturbance for the rest of the class.

Technology usage statement:  Important announcements and study questions will be distributed by email, and you are required to check your Mason email account to receive these [and to keep your mailbox maintained so that messages will not be rejected for over quota]. Lecture materials will not be distributed electronically.

Honor Policy. The University Honor Code will be upheld in this course.

Disabilities. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

N.B. Last day to add - Sept. 9; Last day to drop - Sept. 25th.
Lecture Schedule

August
26………...Organizational Meeting, Introduction
 Ch. 1

August
28…………Methodology



 Ch. 1

YOUR SELF

September
2………….Theories of Personality


Ch. 2

September
4…………..Influences on Personality


Ch. 2



September
9…………. Development



Ch. 3

YOUR BODY

September
11………… The Nervous System


Ch. 4

September
16…………. Brain structure and plasticity

Ch. 4

September
18…………..Consciousness



Ch. 5

September
23…………. Mental States



Ch. 5





September
25…………. Exam 1




September
30…………. Sensation & Perception


Ch. 6

October 
2 ………….. Pain




Ch. 6

October
7 ………….. Thinking




Ch. 7

YOUR MIND

October
9……………IQ 




Ch. 7

October
14………….Columbus Day recess 




October
16…………Memory




Ch. 8

October
21………… Forgetting



Ch. 8

YOUR ENVIRONMENT

October
23………….Learning




Ch. 9

October
28………….Culture




Ch. 10

October
30………….Exam  2

November
4…….……..Culture & Groups


Ch. 10 

YOUR MENTAL HEALTH

November
 6……….….Disorders: Diagnosis


Ch. 11

November
11………….Disorders: Addiction


Ch. 11 & 12

November
13………….Disorders: Treatment


Ch. 12

YOUR LIFE

November
18………….. Emotion




Ch. 13

November
20………….. Stress & Health



Ch. 13

November
25…………. Motives of Life



Ch. 14

November
27-30……...Thanksgiving break
December
2……………Motives & Well-being


Ch. 14


December
4…………….Exam 3
December 
16…………..Comprehensive Final Exam (10:30-1:15)

�








