PSYC 211, Section 005
Developmental Psychology, Fall 2008
Tuesday, 7:20 – 10:00

Krug Hall 5
Instructor: Lindsey Hutchison
Email: lhutchis@gmu.edu (best way to reach me)
Office Location: David King Hall, Rm 1030
Office Hours: Tuesdays 5:00 to 7:00 or by appointment
Office Phone: (703) 993-4097
COURSE OBJECTIVES: The purpose of this course is to provide students with an overview of the field of developmental psychology from a scientific theory and research perspective, focusing on physical, psychological, and social/emotional development from conception through death. The main goal of this course is to have students think critically about the issues at hand as we progress through the lifespan. 
REQUIRED TEXT: 
Boyd, D., & Bee, H. (2009). Lifespan Development (5th ed.). Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

ADDITIONAL READINGS: Additional readings will also be required throughout the semester on various topics related to development. Students will be responsible for the material presented in the articles. In addition, students may be tested on information from the articles. A complete list of required readings will be distributed in class, along with dates they should be read by. Readings will be available to download from Blackboard: https://gmu.blackboard.com.  
CLASS ATTENDANCE: All students are expected to attend class regularly and to be on time. Students are also expected to stay for the entire duration of the class meeting. Attendance at every class meeting is important as information will be presented that is not available in the textbook. In addition, class participation will be awarded throughout the semester for various in-class assignments and group work. Students earn class participation points by being present and participating in class. Class participation points that are missed due to absences CANNOT be made up at another time.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Exams: There will be a total of three (3) in-class exams throughout the semester, all of which will be non-cumulative. There will also be a final exam on the university scheduled final exam day/time. The final will mostly include material from the end of the course, but will also include some cumulative information. Exams will consist of multiple choice and short answer/essay questions, and will be based on the text, required readings, and class lectures. The lowest grade of the first three exams will be dropped. Therefore, there will be no make-up exams (if a student misses an exam, that exam will be the one that is dropped). THE FINAL EXAM IS REQUIRED AND CANNOT BE DROPPED. Each exam will be worth 50 points. 
Research Paper: Students will be required to write a research paper to be due in class on November 25th. Students will be selecting a newspaper article that pertains to some issue in developmental psychology. Examples of relevant articles will be posted on Blackboard (which may also be used by students). Students will also be selecting at least two empirical research articles that cover the same topic. A brief summary of the topic that students are choosing (along with the title of the chosen newspaper article) will be due in class on September 23rd. Further directions about the paper and its content will be handed out and discussed in class (along with a rubric that the instructor will use to grade the paper). Papers handed in late will be deducted points as deemed by the instructor.
POINTS FOR THE COURSE: 

Assignment



Points

Exams
(3 x 50 pts each)

  100 (after lowest dropped)

Final Exam



    50

Research Paper


    50

Topic Summary

      5

Class Participation


    25
TOTAL



  230
TECHNOLOGY: Students will be expected to be able to access and use Blackboard on a regular basis (https://gmu.blackboard.com). Important information, such as assignments, outlines, articles and the course syllabus, will be posted here. To access Blackboard, students should use their George Mason email ID and password. In addition, students should check their GMU email account regularly, as this will be the primary means of communication outside of class. Students are expected to monitor their email inbox quota to make sure there is enough room to receive emails from the instructor. 
HONOR POLICY: Students are expected to comply with the GMU Honor Code by pledging not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. All work turned in for a grade must be completed individually by the student, but students are encouraged to form study groups and learn the material together, such as when preparing for exams. Information regarding the Honor Code and what constitutes academic dishonesty can be found in the 2008-2009 University Catalog or online at the following website: http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/. 
ACCOMMODATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474 (located in SUB 1). All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. See the following website for more information about services available through GMU: http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/index.html. 
EXTRA CREDIT: Students will have the opportunity to receive extra credit points by participating in experiments through the GMU Psychology Department. Students are encouraged to participate in research and can receive ONE point towards the final grade for every ONE hour of research credit (up to FOUR points/credits maximum). All experiment participation forms are due in class by the last regular class meeting day (December 2nd). Visit the following website for information on using and accessing the research participation system: http://www.gmu.edu/departments/psychology/homepage/rschpart.html. 
Tentative Schedule: Subject to Change
	Date
	Topic 
	Chapter / Assignments

	
	FOUNDATIONS 
	

	Aug 26
	Syllabus; Introduction to Course; Basic Issues and Research Methods


	Chapter 1

	Sept 2
	Theoretical Perspectives; 

Biological and Environmental Foundations


	Chapters 2, 3



	
	INFANCY AND TODDLERHOOD
	

	Sept 9
	Physical and Cognitive Development in Infancy/Toddlerhood

	Chapters 4, 5

	Sept 16
	EXAM 1


	Covers Chapters 1-5

	Sept 23
	Social and Personality Development in Infancy/Toddlerhood


	Chapter 6
Topic Summary Due



	
	EARLY CHILDHOOD
	

	Sept 30
	Physical, Cognitive, Social, and Personality Development in Early Childhood


	Chapters 7, 8

	
	MIDDLE CHILDHOOD
	

	Oct 7
	Finish Early Childhood;
Physical and Cognitive Development in Middle Childhood


	Chapters 8, 9

	Oct 14
	Columbus Day Recess – No Tuesday Classes this Week


	

	Oct 21
	EXAM 2

	Covers Chapters 6-9

	Oct 28 


	Social and Personality Development in Middle Childhood;
Begin Adolescence 
	Chapters 10, 11

	
	ADOLESCENCE 
	

	Nov 4
	Physical, Cognitive, Social, and Personality Development in Adolescence 


	Chapters 11, 12

	
	EARLY ADULTHOOD
	

	Nov 11
	Physical, Cognitive, Social, and Personality Development in Early Adulthood


	Chapters 13, 14

	Nov 18
	EXAM 3


	Covers Chapters 10-14

	
	MIDDLE ADULTHOOD
	

	Nov 25
	Physical, Cognitive, Social, and Personality Development in Middle Adulthood; Begin Late Adulthood

	Chapters 15, 16, 17
Final Paper Due


	
	LATE ADULTHOOD
	

	Dec 2
	Physical, Cognitive, Social and Personality Development in Late Adulthood; Death, Dying, and Bereavement;

Final Exam Review Session

	Chapters 17, 18, 19

	Dec 9
	FINAL EXAM 

7:30 – 10:15


	Covers Chapters 1-19


*Important Note: We may take more time to cover certain material than is noted on the schedule. Students are responsible for all announcements and any changes to the syllabus that may be made in class, even if students miss class meetings. 

Last day to add:
September 9th 

Last day to drop:
September 26th (with tuition liability) 
