PSYC 300 Lab

Psychology Statistics

Fall 2008

Innovation Hall, Rm. 317

Section 205 – Wed. 8:30-10:20 am

Section 206 – Wed. 10:30-12:20 am

Instructor: Ms. Hillary McShea

Email:hmcshea@gmu.edu (easiest way to contact me)
Office: David King, Rm. 2086

Office Hours: Friday 11:30 am -12:20 pm (or by appointment)

Mailbox: David King 3F5, in hall to the left of Rm. 2013F
Texts:Nolan, S. A. &Heinzen, T. E. (2008). Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences.NY, Worth Publishers.Weathersby, R. & Freyberg, R. (2008). Study Guide and SPSS Manual. NY, Worth Publishers.
Lab Objectives: 

This lab is designed to reinforce the material from PSYC 300 lectures and allow you to practice the statistical methods you will learn in class. The lab also provides a time for students to ask questions and review difficult concepts with the Teaching Assistant. 

Grading: 

Your grade in this lab will account for 25% of your final PSYC 300 grade and will be assessed based on your homework, in-class assignments, and quizzes. 

Homework (40%): You will receive a homework assignment at the end of lab each week that will be due at the beginning of the following lab. We will then review the homework together before moving on to the quiz and in-class exercise. No late homework will be accepted; if you know you will be missing a lab, you must make your own arrangements to send your homework through a friend or place it in my mailbox before the beginning of the lab.  Your lowest homework grade will be dropped. 

In-Class Assignments (30%): During each lab you will be given activities to work on, some independently and some in groups, which will reinforce the lecture material. We will also have an opportunity to work with the computer program SPSS (Statistical Program for the Social Sciences). It is essential that you attend lab in order to get credit for these assignment; however, your lowest In-Class Assignment grade will also be dropped. 

Quizzes (30%): At the end of each lab, students will also take a quiz on the material covered in the homework assignment due at the beginning of that lab and put into practice with the in-class activity. Quizzes cannot be made up, but your lowest quiz grade will be dropped. 

Exams: Although not part of your lab grade, you will take your mid-term exams during lab time. Because we are a week behind lecture in the material we will cover in lab, some material from the course may not be covered during our lab time. This makes it even more important that you take advantage of office hours or appointments with your TA if you are having any trouble at all understanding the course material. I will try to respond to your e-mails as promptly as possible, so don’t hesitate to e-mail me if you have questions either.
Schedule: 

*Subject to change 

	Week
	Date
	In-Class Assignment
	Homework Due
	Quiz

	1
	8/27
	Syllabus, Lab Overview
	 
	 

	2
	9/3
	Chapter 1
	HW #1
	#1

	3
	9/10
	Chapter 2
	HW #2
	#2

	4
	9/17
	Chapter 2
	HW #3
	#3

	5
	9/24
	EXAM 1 (Chapters 1-2)
	 
	 

	6
	10/1
	Chapter 5
	HW #4
	#4

	7
	10/8
	Chapter 6
	HW #5
	#5

	8
	10/15
	EXAM 2 (Chapters 5-6)
	 
	 

	9
	10/22
	Chapters 4, 7, 8
	HW #6
	#6

	10
	10/29
	Chapter 9
	HW #7
	#7

	11
	11/5
	EXAM 3 (Chapters 4, 7, 8, 9)
	 
	 

	12
	11/12
	Chapter 10
	HW #8
	#8

	13
	11/19
	No Class (Thanksgiving)
	HW #9
	#9

	14
	11/26
	Chapter 11
	
	

	15
	12/3
	Chapter 13, 14
	HW #10
	#10

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	12/11
	FINAL EXAM (Cumulative)
	 
	 


George Mason Honor Code: Working in a group to discuss course material is encouraged, but all assignments submitted for the lab (unless otherwise specified) should represent your own work. All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class and are detailed in your university catalog. 

Disability Help: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 

Add/Drop Deadlines: 

Last day to Add – 9/9/08
Last day to Drop – 9/26/08
