Psychology 314: Adolescent Psychology

Fall 2008

Section 002

Instructor: Caroline Boyer Ferhat

E-mail: cboyer1@gmu.edu 

Office: David King Hall Room 1031

Office Hours: Wednesdays 2:20pm-4:20pm or by appointment

Meeting Time: Tuesday, Thursday 9:00am-10:15am 

Classroom: Robinson Hall A247
Course Objectives: Through the course of this semester students will develop an understanding of adolescents’ cognitive, biological, psychological and emotional development. Students will be given a better understanding of culture specific issues involved with adolescence with the hopes of developing sensitivity to these issues. Students will also be given the opportunity to examine the developmental issues that can be involved with adolescence. 
Required Texts: 

Adolescence and Emerging Adulthood: A Cultural Approach (3rd Edition)                  Author: Jeffery Jensen Arnett
A Tribe Apart (ATA)

Author: Patricia Hersch


Optional Texts:



Readings on Adolescence and Emerging Adulthood




Author: Jeffery Jensen Arnett
Course Requirements: Your grade will be comprised of exams, reflection papers, presentations, online discussions, and discussion leading.

Exams: A midterm exam and a final exam will be given on the dates listed on the schedule. Students will be responsible for all material covered in the texts, in lectures, and in discussions. If a student is unable to attend an exam for whatever reason they need to make arrangements with the instructor PRIOR to the exam date. Makeup exams will not be given after the exam date. 
Reflection Papers: Thirteen Reflection papers will be assigned throughout the semester via Blackboard. Five of these papers are mandatory; it is up to the discretion of the student to decide which five. The reflection papers should be typed, double spaced, and should be a minimum of one page. 
Presentations: Each student will be expected to give a 10 minute presentation on an issue that affects adolescent life. Topics and dates will be discussed later in the semester. 
Online Discussions: Throughout the course of the semester students will be required to post a minimum of five thoughtful responses on the discussion board on Blackboard. Posts may be responses to other students’ posts (though they must bring something new and relevant to the table; not just “Yeah, I agree with Joe”), or may be new thought provoking questions. All posts should be proof read for spelling and grammar errors.
Discussion Leading: Throughout the semester we will be reading A Tribe Apart (ATA). Students will be assigned groups and characters in the book, and will be expected to lead group discussions on the days that we read the characters that they are responsible for. A typed list of the discussion questions should be turned in on the day of discussion. Half of your grade will be a group grade that I will assign based on the questions that you turn in and the outcome of the discussion, the other half of your grade will be given to you by the other members in your group. 
Grading and Evaluation: Your final grade will be based on a total of 100 points:


Exams-                                         
40pts (20pts each)


Reflection Papers-


15pts (3pts each)

Presentation-



30pts

Online Discussions- 


5 pts


Discussion Leading-


10pts
 




100pts Total
Extra Credit: Any reflection paper that the student completes beyond the five required will be considered extra credit. For each additional paper that the student successfully completes 1 point will be added to their total points. No other extra credit assignments will be assigned. 

E-mailing Assignments: Assignments and extra credit will be accepted via e-mail. If students opt to e-mail their assignments, the e-mail needs to be in the instructor’s inbox BEFORE the start of the class in which it is due. All e-mailed assignments should be typed in Microsoft Word. 

Honor Code: Students are expected to be aware of and follow the provisions of the George Mason University Honor Code. The policy is listed in the university catalog. 
Students with Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Technology: All students are expected to have an active George Mason University e-mail account. I will periodically use this account to contact you during the course of the semester, and you will be held responsible for the content of those e-mails. Students will also be held responsible for all information posted on Blackboard. If students are unfamiliar with or unable to access Blackboard, it is their responsibility to contact the instructor for assistance. 
Important dates: The last day to add classes is September 9th. The last day to drop classes is September 26th.
Schedule:

	Date
	Theme
	Reading
	Assignments

	8/26
	Introduction
	Syllabus
Chapter 1
	

	8/28
	Biological Foundations
	Chapter 2
	Reflection #1

	9/2
	Cognitive Development
	Chapter 3
	

	9/4
	Cognitive Development
	Chapter 3
Jonathan (ATA prologue, 

5, 14, 22) 
	Reflection #2

	9/9
	Cultural Beliefs
	Chapter 4
	

	9/11
	Cultural Beliefs
	Chapter 4
Joan (ATA 6, 13, 21)
	Reflection #3

	9/16
	Gender 
	Chapter 5
	

	9/18
	Gender
	Chapter 5
	Reflection #4

	9/23
	The Self
	Chapter 6
	

	9/25
	The Self
	Chapter 6
Charles (ATA 4, 11, 19)
	Reflection #5

	9/30
	Family
	Chapter 7
	

	10/2
	Family
	Chapter 7
Ann (ATA 6, 12, 20)
	Reflection #6

	10/7
	Review
	
	

	10/9
	Exam
	
	Reflection #7

	10/14
	No Class
	
	

	10/16
	Friends and Peers
	Chapter 8
	Reflection #8

	10/21
	Friends and Peer
	Chapter 8
Jessica (ATA 2, 8, 16)
	

	10/23
	Sexuality
	Chapter 9
	Reflection #9

	10/28
	Sexuality
	Chapter 9
Courtney (ATA 3, 10, 18)
	

	10/30
	School
	Chapter 10
	Reflection #10

	11/4
	School
	Chapter 10
Chris (ATA 1, 7, 15)
	

	11/6
	Work
	Chapter 11
	Reflection #11

	11/11
	Media
	Chapter 12
	

	11/13
	Problems
	Chapter 13
	Reflection #12

	11/18
	Problems
	Chapter 13
Brendon (ATA 3, 9, 17)
	

	11/20
	Emerging Adulthood
	Chapter 14
	Presentations
Reflection #13

	11/25
	
	
	Presentations

	11/27
	No Class
	
	

	12/2
	Review
	
	Presentations

	12/4
	
	
	Presentations



	12/16
	Final Exam 
	7:30am- 10:15pm
	


