Cognitive Psychology, 317-002, Fall 2008
Class time:

TR 1:30-2:45, Innovation 136
Instructor:

Jennifer Crane, MA
Voice Mail:
(703) 993-4097 – This is a shared office, you may leave a message. 
I highly recommend using email to contact me. 

Email:


jcrane1@gmu.edu
Office Hours:

Tuesdays, 12-1pm
Office:


1030 David King Hall (basement level, inside 1021)

Required textbook: 
Goldstein, E. B. (2008) Cognitive psychology: Connecting mind, research, and everyday experience, 2nd Ed. Belmont, CA: Thomson and Wadsworth. 

Vanhorn, D. AND Coglab online manual (This should come with any new copy of the text. You will need it to complete assignments over the course of the semester.) 


Make sure you buy a NEW copy of the text so you will have access to important online material. 

Important dates: Last day to add: September 9th
      Last day to drop: September 26th
Course Description and Goals:

This course will provide an overview of theories, research, and current understanding of how human beings think, perceive, attend, speak, remember, reason, and problem solve. This course will consist of lecture, discussion, and in-class activities, in addition to online assignments and reading outside class. In order to be prepared for class, students should complete all assigned readings prior to each class meeting. The goal of this course is to familiarize you with cognitive psychology, provide exposure to recent empirical literature, and facilitate an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of human cognition. 
Technology: 

I will use email in this class to let you know of changes to readings or to make other announcements, and will use our class Blackboard site to get you lecture notes and other documents. We will also be using the online content that is available through your textbook and Coglab. Further information about how to access our class Coglab account will be given out during the first class.
Honor Code: Students are expected to comply with the George Mason University Honor Code.

Students should refer to the University Catalog for a complete explanation of Honor Code regulations. Plagiarism, cheating, and other dishonest practices will not be tolerated in any part of this class (exams, papers, etc.) and I am required to take action against such behavior. 

Additional Information: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me immediately and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Class Assignments:

1. Coglab Experiments: Students are required to complete 15 Coglab experiments over the course of the semester. The assigned experiments are listed on the course schedule below. They must be completed by the end of the day (12am) on the Thursday they are assigned. For five of these experiments, students will answer the “Discussion Questions” in the Coglab manual. You may choose which five experiments to write about; just make sure you have completed five before the final class of the semester (Dec 4). 
2. Class participation: Participation in class includes asking questions, being engaged in discussion, and being prepared for class. There will be pop-quizzes based on readings or assigned Coglab experiments. If you do not attend class regularly, you will miss these quizzes and they will NOT be made up under any circumstances. If you are chronically tardy your class participation grade will be negatively influenced. 

3. Article reflection: Students are required to complete one article reflection over the course of the semester. Students will read a research article related to cognitive psychology from a peer-reviewed journal and write a 1-2 page reflection paper. This paper is not simply a summary of the findings in the article but rather your thoughts about the methodology used in the study, questions you have regarding the subject matter, and ways you can relate the findings with information learned in this class or other classes you have taken. Grades are based on content, writing style, and grammar. This assignment is due on October 28.
4. Exams:  There will be 4 non-cumulative exams; one will be taken during the scheduled final exam time. Exams will consist of multiple choice, true-false, short answer questions and essays. There will be NO make-up exams under any circumstances. In order to account for sickness or personal matters, you may drop one exam over the semester. If you take all four, I will automatically drop the one with the lowest grade. Depending on how the class feels, the final exam may be take-home. Exams are worth 100 points each and make up 60% of your grade. You are responsible for all information presented in class lectures and assigned readings. 
Grade determination:

There are 500 possible points from assignments, exams and class participation in this class:

	Assignment


	Points
	Percent of grade in class

	Exams
	100 X 3 = 300
	60%

	Experiments
	15 X 5 = 75
	15%

	Discussion questions
	5 X 10 = 50
	10%

	Article reflection
	25
	5%

	Class participation
	50
	10%

	TOTAL
	500
	100%


	Course Schedule

	Date
	Class Topic
	Assignment

	Aug 26
	Class overview, introduction
	Chapter 1

	Aug 28
	Foundations and History
	Coglab: Mental Rotation

	Sept 2
	Cognition and the Brain
	Chapter 2

	Sept 4
	Methods
	Coglab: Brain Asymmetry

	Sept 9
	Perception
	Chapter 3

	Sept 11
	Perception
	Coglab: Visual Search, Apparent Motion

	Sept 16
	Exam 1
	

	Sept 18
	Attention
	Chapter 4, Coglab: Attention Blink

	Sept 23
	Attention
	Chapter 4

	Sept 25
	Attention
	Coglab: Stroop Effect

	Sept 30
	Memory
	Chapter 5

	Oct 2
	 Memory
	Coglab: Operation Span

	Oct 7
	Memory
	Chapter 6

	Oct 9
	Memory
	Coglab: Implicit Learning

	Oct 14
	Exam 2
	

	Oct16
	NO CLASS
	

	Oct 21
	Everyday Memory and Errors
	Chapter 7

	Oct 23
	Everyday Memory and Errors
	Coglab: False Memory, Memory Span

	Oct 28
	Knowledge
	Chapter 8, Article Reflection Due

	Oct 30
	Knowledge
	Coglab: Lexical Decision

	Nov 4
	Visual Imagery
	Chapter 9

	Nov 6
	Visual Imagery
	Coglab: Link Word

	Nov 11
	Exam 3
	

	Nov 13
	Language
	Chaper 10, Coglab: Word Superiority

	Nov 18
	Language
	

	Nov 20
	Problem Solving
	Coglab: Categorical Perception: Identification

	Nov 25
	Problem Solving
	Chapter 11

	Nov 27
	NO CLASS
	Happy Thanksgiving! 

	Dec 2
	Reasoning 
	Chapter 11

	Dec 4
	Reasoning
	Coglab: Typical Reasoning

	Dec 12 
	Final Exam 
	


