PSY 317:  Cognitive Psychology

Fall 2008:  Sect.  003, CRN# 70463
Robinson Hall, B113 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12:00-1:15pm 
Instructor:  Cory Adis





Office:  Robinson B Rm213B       
email: cadis@gmu.edu
Office hours:  Thursday, 10:00am or by appointment 

Textbook:  Goldstein, E. B.  (2008). Cognitive Psychology: Connecting Mind, Research, and Everyday Experience, 2nd edition.  Belmont, CA:  Thomson Wadsworth.   

Supplementary Materials:  CogLab 2.0 - Online Psychology Laboratory  

Course Description and Goals:  Cognitive psychology attempts to explain how the mind works. It is the study of how “sensory input is transformed, reduced, elaborated, stored, recovered, and used” (Neisser, 1967). In this course we will survey the various topics that make up the information processing model of cognition. Students will gain an understanding of the components of cognition (perception, attention, memory, and schemas) and the higher-level cognitive functions (language, problem-solving, and decision-making). Essential to this understanding is a strong background in the neural mechanisms enabling these components and functions. We will also cover the methods used to study cognition.   
Course Requirements: This course will require students to complete all readings from the text and any supplementary readings. Knowledge gained from readings should be applied during class discussions. There will be three exams over the semester. These will be cumulative and writing intensive (essay and/or short answer). I will probably also supplement these questions with multiple-choice. The exams are intended to measure both declarative knowledge and critical thinking about the material. Make ups are not give without valid excuse and documentation. Do not miss an exam. The dates of the exams are listed below.
In addition to exams, grades will be determined by performance on CogLab assignments. CogLab experiments should be completed online before each class. Ten written assignments will quiz students’ interpretations of experimental results and understanding of the psychological phenomena under examination. These will be assigned ever week or so at undisclosed times. Further details on the requirements of these assignments will be provided in class.  
Grading:  

Exam 1:





25pts

Exam 2:





25pts

Exam 3 (final): 




25pts

CogLab Quizzes:




10@2.5pts each

Total:






100 pts





Grading Scale:
A = 93-100

A- = 90- 92 

B+ = 87-89 
  
B = 84-86 

B- = 80-83 
C+ = 77-79

C = 74-76

C- = 70-73
D = 64-69 

 < 64  = Failing



Policies and Procedures
Academic Honesty Policy: Adherence to the GMU Honor Code is expected.  Academic dishonesty, including cheating or plagiarism will be reported to the honor council.  Plagiarism can be defined as attempting to pass off as one’s own or submitting in any way (whether intentional or otherwise) all or a portion of someone else’s writings or ideas without properly crediting and citing the original author/owner.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Anyone engaging in this or other forms of academic dishonesty –copying or cheating on assignments or exams – should expect to receive a “0” for the assignment or exam, a grade of “F” for the course, and to have the matter turned over to the GMU Honor Council, which may result in documentation of the misconduct on ones permanent academic record and potentially expulsion from the university.   In other words, plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty are serious offenses – don’t engage in them.    

Students with Disabilities: If you are a student with disability and you need academic
accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Technology used: The course will require the use of a computer and the internet for online CogLab work. Supplementary reading materials can be obtained from the library databases. Exam grades will be posted on Blackboard. 
Class Structure:  We will be covering the material in the order presented in the text and at the pace described in the schedule below. However, deviations from the schedule are expected. Classes will typically involve a mixture of lecture and discussion over reading materials. Additionally, supplementary readings may be assigned as needed. 
Date

Topic







Chapter 

T 8/26

introduction to cognitive psychology



1

R 8/28

CogLab: set up account and complete mental rotation

T 9/2

brain basics






2

R 9/4 







T 9/9 

perception (*this is the last day to add)

             

3

R 9/11



T 9/16

attention






4

R 9/18








T 9/23







R 9/25 

Exam 1 (chapters 1-4) (*9/26 is the last day to drop)






 

T 9/30

short-term and working memory




5

R 10/2



T 10/7 

long-term memory





6

R 10/9











T 10/14
 
NO CLASS!


R 10/16 
memory errors






7

T 10/21




R 10/23

schemas and knowledge


 


8


T 10/28



R 10/30 
Exam 2 (chapters 1-8)


T 11/4

imagery






9

R 11/6

 

T 11/11
 
language






10

R 11/13



T 11/18
 
problem-solving and creativity




11


R 11/20 
 

T 11/25

problem-solving and creativity

R 11/27

NO CLASS!—Happy Thanksgiving!  



T 12/2

judgment and decision making 




12

R 12/4



T 12/16 
FINAL EXAM (chapters 1-12) 10:30am-1:15pm
