PSYC 317 Cognitive Psychology Fall 2008
Section 001 – Robinson B220 MWF 9:30-10:20 am
Section 004 – Science and Tech 1 206 MWF 1:30-2:20 pm
Instructor: Daniel J. Zapp

Email: dzapp@gmu.edu
Office: David King 1020P (Cognition, Affect & Temperament Lab)
Office Hours: Thursday 2:30 - 3:30 pm or by appointment
Office Phone: (703) 993-2241
Texts (Required): 
-Goldstein, E. B. (2008). Cognitive Psychology:  Connecting Mind, Research, and Everyday Experience. 2nd Edition. Thompson Wadsworth. 
-CogLab Student Manual (2008), Stamford, CT: Wadsworth.  (Do NOT purchase a used copy of the books as the registration number will not be valid. You can either buy a new copy or register online and download the manual.)

Objectives: Cognitive psychology is the scientific study of how humans acquire, store, transform, and use knowledge. This course is designed to provide students with a basic understanding of the principles of the cognitive approach as well as the ability to comprehend and appreciate experimental research carried out in this domain.
Grading: Exams: 60%, CogLab Experiments: 15%, Article Review: 15%, Class Participation: 10%
Exams: There will be three (3) non-cumulative exams and one cumulative final exam based on the readings and lectures throughout the semester. Any one exam is optional as I will only use the three highest test grades in my final calculations. Because of this, no make-up exams will be given. 
CogLab Experiments: You are required to complete the assigned on-line demonstration experiments from the CogLab library. I will assign credit each week only to those students who complete the experiment by 5 pm on the Friday of the week the assignment is due. Group ID:  Zapp317/Password:  danielzapp. You will also need your CogLab registration number to sign up.
Article Review: It is vitally important that students are able to understand research articles published in the field of cognitive psychology. You will be required to search for a research article on one of the topics covered in this class and write a three (3) page review of this article. The first two pages will include: Identifying the research question and variables (dependent and independent) in the experiment; describing the research design and methods using in testing; summarizing the results and conclusions of the study. On the final page, I would like you to relate the article to a real life event that you have experienced either first or second hand. Due November 24th at the beginning of class.
Class Participation: You are expected to come to as many classes as possible, ask questions and participate in discussions. Certain extra credit assignments will be handed out during class time and will only be made available to those who attend. 
Extra Credit:  Students can obtain extra credit by participating in experiments sponsored by the Psychology Department. Each hour of recorded participation will raise your final grade by .5%. You will receive credit for six hours maximum, 3 % increase in final grade. This is entirely optional and can only increase your grade. Other extra credit opportunities will arise at my discretion.
Grades will be assigned as follows: (90-100) A; (80-89) B; (70-79) C; (60-69) D; < 60 F.

Schedule: 
	Week
	Date
	Lecture
	Assignment Due

	1
	8/25
	Introduction to Cognitive Psychology
	Read Chapter 1

	
	8/27
	Introduction to Cognitive Psychology
	

	
	8/29
	Intro to Cog Psy/Cognition and Brain
	CogLab: Mental Rotation

	2
	9/1
	No Class
	Read Chapter 2

	
	9/3
	No Class
	

	
	9/5
	Cognition and the Brain
	CogLab: Receptive Fields

	3
	9/8
	Cognition and the Brain
	Read Chapter 3

	
	9/10
	Perception
	

	
	9/12
	Perception
	CogLab: Change Detection

	4
	9/15
	Perception
	Read Chapter 4

	
	9/17
	Attention
	

	
	9/19
	Attention
	CogLab: Spatial Cueing

	5
	9/22
	Attention
	

	
	9/24
	Review for Exam
	

	
	9/26
	Exam 1 Chapters 1- 4
	

	6
	9/29
	Short Term and Working Memory
	Read Chapter 5

	
	10/1
	Short Term and Working Memory
	

	
	10/3
	Short Term and Working Memory
	CogLab: Memory Span

	7
	10/6
	Long Term Memory
	Read Chapter 6

	
	10/8
	Long Term Memory
	

	
	10/10
	Long Term Memory
	CogLab: Implicit Learning

	8
	10/14*
	Long Term Memory
	*No class Monday, we meet Tuesday

	
	10/15
	Everyday Memory and Memory Errors
	Read Chapter 7

	
	10/17
	Everyday Memory and Memory Errors
	CogLab: False Memory

	9
	10/20
	Everyday Memory and Memory Errors
	Read Chapter 8

	
	10/22
	Knowledge
	

	
	10/24
	Knowledge
	CogLab: Lexical Decision

	10
	10/27
	Knowledge
	

	
	10/29
	Review for Exam 2
	

	
	10/31
	Exam 2 Chapters 5- 8
	

	11
	11/3
	Visual Imagery
	Read Chapter 9

	
	11/5
	Visual Imagery
	

	
	11/7
	Visual Imagery
	CogLab: Link Word

	12
	11/10
	Language
	Read Chapter 10

	
	11/12
	Language
	

	
	11/14
	Language
	CogLab: Word Superiority

	13
	11/17
	Problem Solving
	Read Chapter 11

	
	11/19
	Problem Solving
	

	
	11/21
	Problem Solving
	CogLab: Wason Selection

	14
	11/24
	Reasoning and Decision Making
	Article Review Due in Class

	
	11/26
	No Class
	

	
	11/28
	No Class
	

	15
	12/1
	Cognitive Neuroscience
	

	
	12/3
	Review for Exam 3
	

	
	 12/5
	Exam 3 Chapters 9 - 11+
	Extra Credit Due

	
	12/10
	FINAL EXAM 317- 004
	1:30 – 4:15 pm

	
	12/15
	FINAL EXAM 317- 001
	7:30 – 10:15 am


( Any changes to the schedule/assignments will be raised in class and updated on the syllabus. 
George Mason Honor Code: Working in a group to discuss course material is encouraged, but all assignments submitted for the class and all exam performance should represent your own work. All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class and are detailed in your university catalog. 
Disability Help: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me at the beginning of the semester and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 
Add/Drop Deadlines: 

Last day to Add – 9/9/08
Last day to Drop – 9/26/08
