PSYC 317

Cognitive Psychology

Fall 2008
Instructor:  Alex Afram

Section:  005:  Wednesday 7:20-10:00pm

Office:  Thompson Hall 131
Office hours:  Wednesdays 6pm-7pm or by appointment
Email:  aafram@gmu.edu

Text:  Cognitive Psychology (Second Edition) by E. Bruce Goldstein

Course Goal:
To impart a thorough understanding of how humans think, while making material accessible and class engaging.

Course Grading:
75% of your course grade will come from exams.  There will be three exams during the semester, as well as a comprehensive final exam.  Your lowest exam grade will be dropped.  If you are satisfied with your grades on the first three exams, you will not have to take the final exam, as that will become your dropped exam grade.  There will be no make-up exams.  Exam questions will be drawn from both the book and lecture materials—topics that receive more attention during lecture will also be more likely to appear on the exams, and anything that is covered during lecture may appear on an exam, whether or not it is in the book.  I will post lecture notes online but these alone are not an adequate substitute for attending lectures.
15% of your course grade will come from two reaction papers, each of which should be 2 double-spaced pages in length.  These papers will be assigned 2 weeks ahead of their due date, and their topics will relate to material that has just been covered in class.  If you are having difficulty coming up with ideas for your paper I am willing to help you with the process of developing your thoughts, however this offer extends only for the first week after the paper has been assigned, so I encourage you to start thinking about these papers soon after they are assigned.
10% of your course grade will come from 5 small group activities during the course of the semester.  Lecture attendance is an important part of the learning process and the dates of these activities will not be announced ahead of time.  You will receive full credit for each activity if your group gives a genuine effort.  I anticipate that nearly all groups will receive credit for each activity, however credit is not guaranteed simply for being present.  If you are absent the day of an activity due to an emergency and can present documented evidence of that emergency, you will be given the chance to write a short, two-paragraph paper to receive credit for the activity.  You may only make up one missed activity during the semester.
 You will have the chance to earn up to an additional 3% on your final grade in the class through extra credit.  This credit can be earned by participating in psychology research through the University’s research website:  http://gmu.sona-systems.com/.  Each hour of research that you participate in will raise your final grade by 0.5%, for up to 6 hours of research participation.  If you are enrolled in multiple psychology classes that require or allow research participation, make sure to specify to the researcher that you want the credit to count towards PSYC 317.
Grading Summary:
3 exams (out of 4), each worth 25% of your final grade

2 2-page reaction papers, each worth 7.5% of your final grade

5 small group class activities, each worth 2% of your final grade

Chance to participate in up to 6 hours of research, each hour being worth 0.5% of extra credit towards your final grade

Grades will be awarded according to the following scale:
A+:  97+
B+:  87-89
C+:  77-79
D:  60-69

A:    93-96
B:    83-86
C:    73-76
F:   0-59

A-:   90-92
B-:  80-82
C-:   70-72

Calendar:
Date:

Chapter:
Topic(s):




Assignments:
8/27

1

Introduction to Cognitive Psychology

9/3

2

Cognition and the Brain:  Basic Priniciples
9/10

3

Perception
9/17

4

Attention, Review for Exam 1
9/24

5

Exam 1, Short-term Memory
10/1

5, 6

Working Memory, Long-term Memory

Paper 1 assigned

10/8

6, 7

Long-term Memory, Everyday memory
10/15

7

Memory Errors, Review for Exam 2

Paper 1 due
10/22

8

Exam 2, Knowledge
10/29

8, 9

Knowledge, Visual Imagery


11/5

10, 11

Language, Problem Solving


Paper 2 assigned
11/12

11, 12

Problem Solving, Reasoning
11/19

12

Decision Making, Review for Exam 3

Paper 2 due
11/26 

Thanksgiving break, no class
12/3

N/A

Exam 3, review for Final Exam
12/10 



Final Exam, 7:30-10:15pm
Honor Policy. The University Honor Code will be upheld in this course.

Disability. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me within a week or two of the start of the semester and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Last day to add – September 9th; Last day to drop – September 26th
1

