PSYC 372 – Fall 2008

PHYSIOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY


Instructor: Bob Gardner


Class Location:  ENT 276


Email:  rgardne1@gmu.edu


Class Time:  M 7:20-10:00pm

Office:  Krasnow 209
Course Text: Kalat, J.W. (2007) Biological Psychology, 9th  

Office Hours:  Wednesday 10:30 – 11:30pm 
Edition, Wadsworth/Thomson Learning: Belmont,

Office Phone: (703) 993-4407


CA.






 
Course Description:


This course is designed to introduce the field of neuroscience, including basic anatomy of the nervous system, neural and synaptic functioning, sensory systems, and biological mechanisms of behavior.  This course will provide a foundation for understanding the central nervous system, and will elaborate how brain functioning relates to both normal and abnormal human behavior.

Exam/Quiz Policies:


There will be a total of three exams (2 interim Exams and 1 Final Exam) and two quizzes, which may include multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, matching, diagram drawing, and/or short answer questions.  Exam and quiz questions will contain information from both lectures and text.  It is important to note that lecture material is designed to review book material as well as elaborate on important concepts.  For this reason, there may be information in lectures not found in the course text that students will be responsible for on exams and quizzes. There will be a cumulative Final Exam on December 12th from 7:30 – 10:15pm.  This exam will be in the same format as the others. 


Exam/Quiz Make-Up Policy:  Unless the student has obtained my consent to postpone an exam/quiz or has written medical documentation for an absence, there will be no make-ups. Permission to postpone an exam will only be given for very acute and/or important reasons.
In-class Assignments: 


Most weeks, there will be an in-class exercise.  Class time will be provided to complete the exercises and group collaboration is encouraged.  Exercises will usually consist of a work-sheet or posted questions that relate to the lecture material and consist of topics that will likely be on the exams.  Therefore, it is highly encouraged that you attend class and complete the assignment.  These assignments are intended to encourage students to review course material, and place further emphasis on important concepts.

Grading:
Quizzes = 20% (2 x 10%)

Interim exams = 50 % (2 x 25%)

Final exam = 30% 

	A+ = 97 – 100% 
	C+ = 77-79%

	A = 93 – 96%
	C = 73 – 76%

	A- = 90 – 92%
	C- = 70 – 72%

	B+ = 87 – 89%
	D = 60 – 69%

	B = 83 – 86%
	F = 0 – 59%

	B- = 80 – 82%
	


Technology:

Class will be held in an Electronic Classroom and lectures are in PowerPoint format.  Additional course information, reminders, alterations to the schedule, and notices may be posted to Webct/Campus Edition and/or distributed via email to your GMU email address.
Special Needs:


Every effort possible will be make to accommodate students with a disability or other special need.  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

ADD Deadline:  September 9th  



DROP Deadline: September 26th 
Honor Code:
Students are reminded of the University honor code and are expected to adhere to the principles thereof.

*Tentative Schedule:

	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	WEEK 1: 

August 25th
	Introduction 

Cells of the Nervous System
	Pages 2 – 7, Modules 1.3, 2.1

	WEEK 2:

September 1st  
	 No Class (Labor Day)
	

	WEEK 3:

September 8th
	Cells & Cellular Communication
	Modules 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, pages 70-71

	WEEK 4:

September 15th
	Quiz 1

Basic Neuroanatomy 
	Modules 4.1, 4.2, pages 105-111

	WEEK 5:

September 22nd 
	Development & Plasticity 

Review for Exam 1
	Modules 5.1, 5.2

	WEEK 6: 

September 29th 
	Exam 1
	

	WEEK 7:

October 6th 
	Visual System
	Modules 6.1 & 6.2

	WEEK 8:

October 14th 
	Other Sensory Systems/Movement

(Tuesday Meeting)
	Modules 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 8.1

	WEEK 9:

October 20th 
	Quiz 2

Movement/Biological Rhythms
	Modules 8.2, 8.3, 9.1, 9.2, 9.3

	Week 10:

October 27th  
	Learning & Memory

Review for Exam 2
	Modules 13.1, 13.2

	Week 11:

November 3rd
	 Exam 2
	

	Week 12:

November 10th 
	Emotion
	Modules 12.1, 12.2, 12.3

	Week 13:

November 17th 
	No Class (SfN Conference)
	

	Week 14:

November 24th 
	Mood Disorders

Schizophrenia
	Modules 15.2, 15.3

	Week 15:

December 1st 
	TBD

Review for Final Exam
	TBD

	December 12th
	FINAL EXAM (Cumulative)
	TIME: 7:30-10:15pm


* You are responsible for all announcements and any syllabus modification made in class each week whether you are present or not.
