PSYC 641-006  
Psychology in the Movies
Fall, 2008
Syllabus


George Mason University

PSYC 641-006

Psychology in the Movies

Fall, 2008

Instructor:


Dr. Eric Duncan 

Office Hours: 

Friday:  3:30 pm - 4:30 pm or by appointment
Office Location:

Thompson 131

Psychology Office Phone:
(703) 993-1384

Email Address:

rduncan3@gmu.edu
Class Time:


Friday, 12:30 pm - 3:10 pm
Texts:

Osborne, R.E., Lafuze, J., and Perkins (2000).  Case Analysis for 


Abnormal Psychology: Learning to Look Beyond the Symptoms.


Psychology Press. (Required)



American Psychiatric Association (2000). Diagnostic and Statistical



Manual for the Social Sciences: Version IV, Text Revision (TR).



American Psychological Association.  (Required)
Course Description


The purpose of this course is to examine psychology and psychological issues as seen through Hollywood movies.  We will cover the main topics and theoretical perspectives that have dominated psychology in the movies for decades.  The goal of this course is to cover topics in the pop literature that have been examined through the movie medium.  Some of the questions that we will address in this course include:  Why do teens commit suicide?  How does paranoid schizophrenia present itself?  What are the symptoms, etiology, and cure rates in obsessive-compulsive disorder?  How does antisocial personality disorder manifest itself?  How can autism and savantism exist concurrently?  How are borderline personality disorder and psychopathic behavior related?  These and many more such questions will be answered in light of how they are illustrated in the movies.

This is not a survey course, but we will have lots of fun while learning what the movies teach us, whether correct or incorrect.  I hope you have had, at least, an introductory psychology course because we won’t have time to go back to the basics.  A class in abnormal psychology is preferred, but not required.  You should be generally familiar with the topics that will be covered, knowledgeable of the terminology used in the DSM IV (TR), and sensitive to actual disorders and how they are portrayed in the media.  We will combine background information with the viewing of each movie and a discussion period involving everyone in the class.  Movies will be combined in subject categories to better discuss the topics of interest and reduce workload.  I ask only that you are prepared for each class.  Read all class materials ahead of time to enable thorough discussions.
Student Learning Objectives

1. Students will learn and be able to explain to others, who have not taken a psychology class, the terminology used in association with each issue/disorder covered in class.

2. Students will understand DSM IV (TR) diagnosis for each issue/disorder covered in class, including symptoms, onset, and required criteria.

3. Students will be able to express themselves clearly, completely, and accurately.  Effective communication entails sharing ideas through a variety of techniques, including reading, writing, speaking, and technology.

4. Students will obtain the ability to develop educated opinions, to comprehend, formulate, and critically evaluate ideas, and to identify problems and find solutions to those problems.

5. Students will be expected to have some understanding of and experience in thinking about moral and ethical problems.  A significant quality in students is the ability to question and clarify personal and cultural values, and, thus, be able to make discriminating moral and ethical choices.

6. Students will accurately describe and analyze each film in order to professionally share this information through the written word.

7. Students will use at least three other research studies, covering the specific topic of the film, in the Introduction and Conclusion sections of the paper.
Expectations for Students

These are the minimum expectations I have for all students in this course.

1. Attendance in class is required for full credit.  This class is offered on day during the week. Absences will critically affect your grades.  There will be information covered in the movies, class discussion, as well as text and background materials.  Class discussions are a helpful tool in integrating information and adding to discussions.  Please speak with me if any factors exist that may decrease your attendance.

2. Turn in work that is due on the day that it is due.

3. Prepare for each video before the video is viewed.

4. Spend at least 9 hours a week reading, completing assignments, and studying for the class meetings that week.

5. What is DESIRABLE in this class:

a. Attention
b. Preparation before classes

c. Discussion

d. Academic honesty

e. Intellectual challenge

f. Critical thinking

g. Hard work and study

h. Attendance

i. Intelligent use of standard American English and grammar

j. Courage

k. Asking questions

6. What is UNDESIRABLE in this class:

a. Using political correctness as an excuse for failing to know the facts.

b. Not saying something in which you believe.

c. Labels

d. Excuses why you can’t do something
e. Poorly written papers

f. Failure

g. Doubts about yourself

h. Complaints to others without addressing the issue with me FIRST.

Assessment of Student Learning

Grade Determination


Grades in the course will be determined based on a reaction paper from each movie topic viewed.  Each paper is worth 100 points for a total of 600 points.  Your reaction paper will:

1. Contain the issues/disorders portrayed in the movies.

2. Contain what the background materials, including external sources of information, have to say about the issues/disorders portrayed in the movie.
3. Compare and contrast the movie in a manner in which the major topic area is discussed, and how to maximize the benefits and minimize the problems associated with the issues/disorders.

4. Provide a summation of the class discussion.

5. Include your educated views on the manner and sufficiency of the topic addressed by the movie.


Each reaction paper will be 5 pages long, double-spaced.  If the paper is less than 4½ pages long or more then 5½ pages long, 5 out of 100 points will be automatically deducted.  A scoring rubric will be provided for all papers.  Grammar, syntax, spelling, and structure are very important.  You MUST use APA style for the paper.  My preference is 10-point type in Times New Roman font.  Please use this font.  Take time to re-read your papers, checking for errors, before handing them to me.  If you have problems with the papers, we have a good writing lab on campus, and there are writing guides available for you in the Johnson Center Library.  Take advantage of these resources.  Papers will receive a 0 if they are more than one (1) class period late.


You may write an addition reaction paper for 10 points of extra credit.  The list of these videos will be available later and will have the same requirements as the original papers.  WARNING:  AN EXTRA CREDIT PAPER CANNOT BE SUBSTITUTED FOR A REGULARLY SCHEDULED PAPER.  If you choose to do an extra credit paper, the paper will be due on the scheduled FINAL EXAM day.


There are NO tests for this course.  However, class participation plays a significant role in determining your final grade.


The following grading scale will be used in assigning course grades:


90-100% - A;  80-89% - B;  70-79% - C;  60-69% - D;  0-59% - F
THERE WILL BE NO PLUSES AND MINUSES

An incomplete will only be given if the following criteria are met:  (1) almost all course work is completed; (2) this work has been completed with a passing grade; and (3) the instructor has agreed an incomplete is appropriate and a specific plan with due dates has been determined.


As you are all advanced undergrads, I’m positive that I won’t be giving a grade lower than a B.  However, I have been surprised before.  Stick with the pre-class expectations and all will do fine.  Additionally, six movies will be shown this semester with time for seven movies.  The extra time is present to push the time for review and discussion an extra class period, if necessary.  I reserve the right to make changes to the content of the class or the time used for each movie.
Movie Run Times

I.       Dead Poet’s Society


Run Time:  2 hours and 9 minutes

II.       Rain Man


Run Time:  2 hours and 14 minutes

III. As Good As It Gets


Run Time:  2 hours and 19 minutes

IV. A Beautiful Mind

Run Time:  2 hours and 16 minutes

V. 
The Silence of the Lambs


Run Time:  1 hour and 58 minutes

VI. The Three Faces of Eve


Run Time:  2 hours and 14 minutes

Academic Dishonesty Policy

All provisions of the GMU Honor Code apply to this class.  Therefore, performance on any form of evaluation is expected to be the student’s own work.  Proper referencing is required.  (Consult and use the APA-style manual).  DO NOT copy or team-write your papers.  The papers evaluated your knowledge and understanding of the topics covered in the class.
Date



Activities








29 Aug 2008


Preparation:
Buy books & 3x5 cards







Review Syllabus







Read background information





Topic:

Adolescent Development/Adolescent 






Suicide





Due:

Preparation for Class





Class:
Introduction to class: discuss 





parenting styles,







Adolescent suicide, adolescent development





Class:  

Discussion

5 Sep 2008


Preparation:
Read/Review all material for adolescent







development, adolescent suicide, 







depression, DSM IV (TR), individual







investigation





Topic:

Adolescent development/suicide





Due:

Preparation for class





Class:  

View Dead Poet’s Society, discussion

12 Sep 2008


Preparation:
Read/Review all material for autism,







Savantism, and mental retardation, 







DSM IV(TR)





Topic:

Autism, savantism, and mental retardation





Due:

Paper on Dead Poet’s Society




Class:

Discuss material and issues regarding







autism, savantism, mental retardation

19 Sep 2008


Preparation:
Read/Review all material for autism, 







Savantism, mental retardation, DSMIV 






(TR), individual investigation





Topic:

Autism, savantism, mental retardation





Due:  

Preparation for class





Class:

View Rain Man: Discuss material and issues 





regarding autism and savantism: Return 






paper on Dead Poet’s Society.
26 Sep 2008


Preparation:
Read/Review all material for obsessive – 






compulsive disorder (OCD), DSM IV(TR)





Topic:

OCD





Due:

Paper on Rain Man




Class:

Discuss material and issues regarding







obsessive – compulsive disorder (OCD)

3 Oct 2008


Preparation:
Read/Review all material for obsessive – 






compulsive disorder (OCD), DSM IV(TR), 






individual investigation





Topic:

OCD





Due:

Preparation for class





Class:

View As Good As It Gets:  Discuss material 






and issues regarding obsessive – compulsive 





disorder (OCD):  Return paper on Rain Man
10 Oct 2008


Preparation:
Read/Review all material for schizophrenia 






(especially paranoid type), DSM IV(TR)





Topic:

Paranoid schizophrenia





Due:

Paper on As Good As It Gets




Class:

Discuss material and issues regarding







schizophrenia

17 Oct 2008


Preparation:
Read/Review all material for schizophrenia 






(especially paranoid type), DSM IV(TR)





Topic:

Paranoid schizophrenia





Due:

Preparation for class





Class:

View A Beautiful Mind:  Discuss material 






and issues regarding schizophrenia 







(especially paranoid type):  Return paper on 






As Good As It 
Gets
24 Oct 2008


Preparation:
Read/Review all material for antisocial 






personality disorder and possible co-morbid 






disorders, DSM IV(TR)





Topic:

Antisocial personality disorder





Due:

Paper on A Beautiful Mind




Class:

Discuss material and issues regarding







antisocial personality disorder and possible 






co-morbid disorders

31 Oct 2008


Preparation:
Read/Review all material for antisocial 






personality disorder and possible co-morbid 






disorders, DSM IV(TR)





Topic:

Antisocial personality disorder





Due:

Preparation for class





Class:

View The Silence of the Lambs:  Discuss 






material and issues regarding antisocial 






personality disorder and possible co-morbid 






disorders:  Return paper on A Beautiful 






Mind
7 Nov 2008


Preparation:
Read/Review all material for dissociative 






identity disorder of personality (DID), DSM 






IV(TR)





Topic:

Dissociative identity disorder of personality 






(DID)





Due:

Paper on The Silence of the Lambs




Class:

Discuss material and issues regarding







dissociative identity disorder of personality 






(DID)

14 Nov 2008


Preparation:
Read/Review all material for antisocial 






personality disorder and possible co-morbid 






disorders, DSM IV(TR)





Topic:

Dissociative identity disorder of personality 






(DID)





Due:

Preparation for class





Class:

View The Three Faces of Eve:  Discuss 






material and issues regarding dissociative 






identity disorder of personality (DID).  






Return paper on The Silence of the Lambs.
21 Nov 08 and 6 Dec 08
We will use these dates if the schedule needs to be 





extended or to discuss and view a 7th movie.  The decision 




will be based on the time needed to cover all 6 movies 




planned for this course.
1

