SYLLABUS*

PSYCHOLOGY 100-002

BASIC CONCEPTS IN PSYCHOLOGY

Fall 2010

Instructor:


Erica Buchholz (ebuchhol@gmu.edu) 

Class Hours & Location:
Tuesday and Thursday


12:00pm- 1:15pm


Lecture Hall 1

Office Hours:


Tuesdays 1:30 – 3:30pm





Also available by appointment.

Office Location:

Aquia Building, room 337; 703-993-5212
REQUIRED TEXT:
The Science of Psychology:  An Appreciative View, by Laura A. King, McGraw-Hill, 2009. 158N:  978-0-07-353214-1.  Study Edition.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:


This course will provide a general overview of the field of psychology, which at its core, focuses on explaining people’s thoughts, feelings, and behaviors. Psychology covers all kinds of human experience: how the brain works, psychological disorders and how to treat them, why we forget some things (like a birthday or anniversary) but remember others (the name of our 2nd grade teacher), why we get into (and out of) relationships… All of this information deals with how and why people think, feel, and act the way they do. The class will not just be about learning this information – it will also be about learning how to think critically about the material and apply it in your own life (do so with a bit of caution, though – friends don’t always enjoy being analyzed with the newest information you’ve learned).


Psychology is very broad; therefore, this course will cover a great deal of information. It will be impossible to go over all of the information during lecture, so keeping up with readings will be important. It will be to your benefit to have the readings finished before you come to class, so you will have the necessary background for what is being discussed that day. 

COURSE GOALS:

1. Students will understand the focus of each of the primary areas within the field of psychology (e.g., developmental psychology, clinical psychology), and the similarities and differences among them.

2. Students will know and understand fundamental concepts within each area of psychology, and be able to apply these concepts to basic novel situations.

3. Students will understand why empirical research is an essential part of every area of psychology.

4. Students will know and understand fundamental concepts of research in the behavioral sciences, and be able to apply these concepts to basic novel situations.

5. Students will be aware of basic informational resources within the field of psychology.

TECHNOLOGY: 

*Students will be expected to be access and use Blackboard on a regular basis (https://gmu.blackboard.com). Important class information, such as the syllabus, will be posted here. To access Blackboard, students should use their George Mason email ID and password. 

*In addition, students should check their GMU email account regularly. Be sure to check that new messages can be received and that you are not over the message limit. You also have the option for your GMU account to be forwarded to another email address.

ATTENDANCE: 

You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss and apply the material.  In order to make the most out of your learning experience, it is imperative that you are not only present at each class meeting, but are alert, attentive and ready to learn. Students are required to read (before class) any texts that may be assigned for that week.

EXAMS:

There will be 4 exams for this course and all will be non-cumulative. Only three of the four exams will count toward the overall course grade. You are required to bring a green scantron form to each exam with a pencil.  

*There will be NO make-up exams offered for this course. Since there are four scheduled exams and only three of them count toward the overall course grade, you may choose to either:

A) Take all four of the exams and drop your lowest exam grade 

OR

B) Take only three of the four exams 

BLACKBOARD DISCUSSIONS:

There will be topics of discussion posted on blackboard throughout the semester. Students are required to contribute a minimum of 5 substantive (not just “What’s up?”) entries/posts to the discussion throughout the semester. Of course, students are welcome to and likely will post more than the minimum number. In addition, students are encouraged to post whatever questions, answers, tips, issues, problems, and suggestions as often as they like throughout the semester. All posts must be completed and posted online by the last regular class meeting day (December 9th). The posts are worth 8% of your grade. 

RESEARCH PARTICIPATION: 


For seven percent (7%) of the grade, all students are required to serve for seven (7) hours as participants in psychological research.  For students who choose not to participate, attendance at alternative lectures also meets this requirement.  Opportunities for research will be announced at http://gmu.sona-systems.com.  The website will explain how to sign up, where and when the experiments take place, and the penalties for not showing up.  If you have questions or problems with signing up for these studies, please e-mail David Kidd at psychlab@gmu.edu.  He is the coordinator of the program.

It is strongly advised that you do not wait until the end of the semester to sign up for these. You will find fewer studies that you are eligible to participate in at the end of the semester.  Start early and you will increase your chances of finding appropriate experiments to participate in. Visit the following website for information on using and accessing the research participation system: http://www.gmu.edu/departments/psychology/homepage/rschpart.html. Please also be sure to apply the credits to the correct course. You must designate the hours to Psy 100-002 in order to receive credit. 

GRADES:

3 Exams: 85% of your grade

Blackboard Discussion: 8% of your grade

Research Participation: 7% of your grade

GRADE CALCULATION:

Grade Breakdown:

A+ 100 – 97

B+ 89 – 87

C+ 79 – 77

D 69 - 60

A    96 – 93

B 86 – 83

C   76 – 73

F 59 and below

A-   92 – 90

B- 82 – 80

C- 72 - 70

HONOR CODE: 

All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class. Information regarding the Honor Code and what constitutes academic dishonesty can be found in the 2008-2009 University Catalog or online at the following website: http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/. The instructor reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.

DISABILITY HELP: 

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Schedule of classes 

	Date
	Topic

	Tu  8/31
	Class Introduction and Orientation, Syllabus, Overview

	Th  9/2
	Chapter 1- What is Psychology?

	Tu  9/7
	Chp1 cont.

	Th 9/9
	Chapter 2- Scientific Method

	Tu  9/14
	Chp 2 cont.

	Th  9/16
	Chapter 3- Biological Foundations

	Tu  9/21
	Chp3 cont.

	Th  9/23
	Exam 1 (Chapters 1, 2, 3)

	Tu  9/28
	Chapter 4- Human Development

	Th  9/30
	Chp4 cont.

	Tu  10/5
	Chapter 5- Sensation and Perception

	Th  10/7
	Chp5 cont.

	Tu  10/12
	Columbus Day Recess- No Tuesday Classes.

	Th  10/14
	Chapter 7- Learning

	Tu  10/19
	Chp7 cont.

	Th 10/21
	Exam 2 (Chapters 4, 5, 7)

	Tu 10/26
	Chapter 8- Memory

	Th 10/28
	Chp8 cont.

	Tu 11/2
	Chapter 9- Thinking, Intelligence and Language

	Th 11/4
	Chp9 cont.

	Tu 11/9
	Chapter 11- Personality

	Th 11/11
	Chp11 cont.

	Tu 11/16
	Exam 3 (Chapters 8, 9, 11)

	Th 11/18
	Chapter 12- Social Psychology

	Tu 11/23
	Chp12 cont.

	Th 11/25
	Thanksgiving Recess- No class

	Tu 11/30
	Chapter 13- Psychological Disorders

	Th 12/2
	Chp13 cont.

	Tu 12/7
	Chapter 14- Therapies

	Th 12/9
	Chp14 cont.

	Th 12/16
	Final Exam (Chapters 12, 13, 14)


Final Exam:

Chapters: 12, 13, 14

Non-Cumulative
Thurs. 12/16 

10:30 am – 1:15 pm

Last day to add: September 14
Last day to drop: October 1

*Syllabus subject to change

