PSYC 211

Developmental Psychology

Fall 2010

Robinson Hall B 113
Section 002: Monday, Wednesdays, Fridays 12:30-1:20 pm
Instructor: Grace Howarth

Email: ghowarth@gmu.edu
Office: David King Hall 1020P (Cognition, Affect, and Temperament Lab)

Office Phone: 703-993-2241

Office Hours: Wednesdays 10:30-11:30 am, Thursdays 12:15-1:15 pm or by appointment

Course Objectives

Developmental science is the study of how humans change and stay the same throughout the course of their lives.  In this course, we will examine development from infancy through old age with a primary focus on the cognitive, social, and emotional aspects of development.  This course is designed to provide students with a basic understanding of the principles of developmental psychology as well as the ability to comprehend and think critically about research carried out in the field.

Required Readings

1.  Papalia, D. E., Olds, S. W., & Feldman, R. D. (2009). Human Development (11th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.

2.  Three research articles to be assigned throughout the course of the semester

Technology

Students are expected to regularly check the course link on Blackboard (https://gmu.blackboard.com/).  This is where important class information including lecture notes, articles, and grades will be posted.  To access Blackboard, students must use their George Mason email ID and password.  Additionally, students should check their GMU email accounts regularly.  Please make certain that new messages can be received and your account is not over the message limit.

Course Requirements and Grading
Exams (60%): Three non-cumulative exams will assess the information you have learned from class lectures, discussions, and readings (textbook and articles).  The exams will be primarily consist of multiple choice questions.  Each exam will be weighted equally and account for 20% of the overall course grade.
Article Reviews (30%): Because research in developmental science advances our understanding of human development, it is important that students in this course learn to critically examine research articles published the field.  You will be required to read three articles throughout the semester and write a two page (double-spaced, 1 inch margins) review of each article.  Reviews should include the following: 
· Identification of the research question and variables (independent and dependent)

· Brief description of the research design and methods used

· Summary of the results and conclusions of the study
· Brief reflection on the overall content or specific aspect of the article
Articles will be distributed via Blackboard at least two weeks before reviews are due.  Reviews are due at the beginning of class on the dates noted below and must be printed.  Reviews will be worth 10 points each.  Points will be deducted from reviews submitted after the class period in which they were due: for each day that a review is late, 1 point will be deducted.  Reviews more than 5 days late will not be accepted.

Class Attendance and Participation (10%): Students are expected to attend as many classes as they are able, ask questions, and participate in discussions.  Attendance will be taken each class in order to help gauge participation.  On occasion, small assignments will be handed out during class and be due before the end of class.  Theses assignments cannot be made up.  However, students may have up to three non-excused participation absences before receiving any grade penalty.  
Extra Credit: A maximum of 6 extra credit points may be earned and added to your total course percentage.  You may earn extra credit via two different methods:

1. Participating in research studies sponsored by the GMU Psychology Department (http://gmu.sona-systems.com/).  I will award you 1 point extra credit for each 1 hour that you participate in a research study.

2. Reading and reviewing journal articles following the guidelines described above for article reviews.  Articles must come from a 2010 issue of either Child Development or Developmental Psychology.  I will award 2 points for each article reviewed.

Please note: You may earn extra credit with any combination of these two methods.  Keep in mind that the maximum number of extra credit points you may earn is 6.  All extra credit work is due to me no later than the last day of class, Friday, December 10.

Final grades will be assigned according to the following scale:

	A+ = 97-100%
	B+ = 87-89%
	C+ = 77-79%
	D+ = 67-69%
	F < 60%

	A = 93-96%
	B = 83-86%
	C = 73-76%
	D = 63-67%
	

	A- = 90-92
	B- = 80-82%
	C- = 70-72%
	D- = 60-63%
	


Absences 
Students who must miss class for religious observances or university activities must notify me (and provide appropriate documentation) by September 10 in order to be excused for participation on those dates.  Students requesting an excused absence for participation in a university-sponsored activity must provide their instructor with a letter from the university stating the dates and times that participation in the activity would result in the student missing class.  Absences for illness or emergency will also be excused if appropriate documentation is provided.  Students who miss an exam for any of the aforementioned reasons are responsible for arranging a make up exam within one week of the originally scheduled exam (except in the case of prolonged illness). 

Class Schedule
	Date
	Topic 
	Chapters / Assignments

	INTRODUCTION & FOUNDATIONS

	Aug 30

Sept 1

Sept 3
	Syllabus

Introduction to the field of developmental psychology; Theory and research
	Chapters 1, 2

	THE FIRST THREE YEARS OF LIFE

	Sept 6

Sept 8

Sept 10
	Labor Day – No Class

Prenatal development; Birth and physical development during the first three years 
	Chapters 3, 4



	Sept 13

Sept 15

Sept 17
	Physical and cognitive development during the first three years

No Class – Enjoy! 
	Chapters 4, 5



	Sept 20

Sept 22

Sept 24
	Cognitive and psychosocial development during the first three years


	Chapters 5,6

Article Rev 1 due 9/22

	Sept 27

Sept 29
	Review

EXAM 1 on Chapters 1-6
	Chapters 1-6

	EARLY CHILDHOOD

	Oct 1
	Physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development in early childhood
	Chapters 7, 8

	Oct 4

Oct 6

Oct 8
	Physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development in early childhood


	Chapters 7, 8

	MIDDLE CHILDHOOD

	Oct 12

Oct 13

Oct 15
	Physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development in middle childhood


	Chapters 9, 10

	ADOLESCENCE

	Oct 18

Oct 20

Oct 22
	Physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development in adolescence 


	Chapters 11, 12



	Oct 25

Oct 27

Oct 29
	Physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development in adolescence 


	Chapters 11, 12

Article Rev 2 due 10/27



	Nov 1

Nov 3
	Review 

EXAM 2 on Chapters 7-12
	Chapters 7-12

	EMERGING AND YOUNG ADULTHOOD

	Nov 5
	Physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development in emerging and young adulthood 
	Chapters 13, 14



	Nov 8

Nov 10

Nov 12
	Physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development in emerging and young adulthood 


	Chapters 13, 14



	MIDDLE ADULTHOOD

	Nov 15

Nov 17

Nov 19
	Physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development in emerging and young adulthood

 
	Chapters 15, 16

	Nov 22 
	Physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development in emerging and young adulthood
	Chapters 15, 16

	Nov 24 & 26
	Thanksgiving Break
	

	LATE ADULTHOOD

	Nov 29

Dec 1

Dec 3
	Physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development in late adulthood
	Chapters 17,18

Article Rev 3 due 12/1

	Dec 6

Dec 8

Dec 10
	Dealing with death and bereavement; Review chapters 13-19; Course wrap-up


	Chapter 19

	Dec 20
	EXAM 3 at 10:30 am – 1:15 pm
	Chapters 13-19


*Subject to change 
George Mason Honor Code
Working with others to discuss course material is encouraged, but all assignments submitted for class and all exam performances must represent your own work.  For all work, the person whose name appears on the paper must be the author.  Provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class and are detailed in your university catalog (http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm).  The instructor of this course reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor violation. 

Disability Help
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Last Day to Add: September 14, 2010
Last Day to Drop: October 1, 2010
