Psychology 231-004 – Social Psychology, Fall 2010
Tues. & Thurs. 12:00-1:15pm

Science & Technology 131

Instructor: Evan Kleiman, M.A.
E-mail: ekleiman@gmu.edu
Course Website: http://mason.gmu.edu/~ekleiman/231/
Office: David King Hall 1004F
Office Hours: Tuesdays 1:30pm-2:30pm (and by appointment if necessary)
Mailbox: Hallway of 2nd floor, David King Hall

Texts

You will need to purchase the following text. It’s available in the bookstore, but you may also order them it online bookstores, like Amazon or Half.com (they’re much cheaper).

Aronson, Wilson, & Akert (2010). Social Psychology (7th ed.). New York: Prentice Hall 
Course Goals

This course provides an overview of issues, theory, and research in the field of social psychology.  This class will discuss how social psychology applies to a variety of areas such as the legal system, economics, clinical psychology, and biology. My hope is that by the end of the course you’ll use what you learn in this course and apply it to every day situations. A second goal is to give a strong introduction into classic social psychology research and the modern research that is developed based off of these studies. To this end, I hope to share my love of research with the class. 
Grading

Exams: four exams (lowest will be dropped!
 80%

Class pop quizzes (as necessary)


 20 %

Exams and Pop Quizzes

Exams: Exams will consist primarily of multiple-choice questions and will be a reflection of material from the class and the book. We will have four non-cumulative exams. We’ll have our forth exam on the date of the final. Exams are tentatively scheduled for the following dates: 9/30, 10/26, 11/23, and 12/16 at 10:30am. The lowest exam grade will be dropped, but you MUST take all four exams unless you meet an exception described below. 

Pop quizzes: Pop quizzes will be given at the instructor’s discretion. There are two goals of the pop quizzes 1) to provide a metric of how much you’ve absorbed before the test (because it’s far better to fail a quiz and know you need to study more) and 2) to provide a reward for those who regularly attend classes. Thus, if it seems like students have learned the material well, less quizzes will be given. Pop quizzes will be given at the beginning of class and no makeup quizzes will be allowed. 
Makeup Exams: There will be no makeup exams or alternative ways to earn credit for exams.  A missed exam will automatically be counted as the single exam grade that you can drop. The only exception is if you have a medical emergency, religious holiday, or university activity as described above and these must be supported with documents. 
Important Dates

9/14 – Last day to drop without penalty

10/1 – Last day to drop with penalty

9/30, 10/26, 11/23 – Exams during regular class time. 

12/16 – Final Exam from 10:30am – 1:15pm

Additional Information

Honor Code: Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the GMU Honor System and Code; pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.  Students are encouraged to collaborate and study together as much as possible throughout the course, however, no assistance, sharing of information, or discussion of particular exam questions or answers between students may take place. Violations of the honor code will not be tolerated in this course and immediate reporting of any violations will take place according to the University procedures.  

Disability Accommodations: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at (703) 993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office 
Extra credit for experimental participation: You can earn up to 5 points on your second lowest exam score (since your lowest will be dropped) by participating in psychology experiments through the SONA website or by participating in equivalent hours of alternative lectures.  One hour experimental credit = 1 extra credit point. 

PSYC 231 TENTATIVE SCHEDULE










	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	1
	8/31
	Class 1: Intro to Class/What is Social Psych?
	--

	
	9/2
	Class 2: More Social Psych Basics
	Chapter 1

	2
	9/7
	Class 3: Social Psych Methodology I
	Chapter 2

	
	9/9
	No Class

	3
	9/14
	Class 4: Social Psych Methodology II
	Chapter 2

	
	9/16
	Class 5: Social Cognition I
	Chapter 3

	4
	9/21
	Class 6: Social Cognition II
	Chapter 3

	
	9/23
	Class 7: Social Perception I
	Chapter 4

	5
	9/28
	Class 8: Social Perception II
	Chapter 4

	
	9/30
	Exam1

	6
	10/5
	Class 9: The Self I
	Chapter 5

	
	10/7
	Class 10: The Self II
	Chapter 5

	7
	10/12
	Class 11: Self Justification I
	Chapter 6

	
	10/14
	Class 12: Self Justification II
	Chapter 6

	8
	10/19
	Class 13: Attitudes and Attitude Change I
	Chapter 7

	
	10/21
	Class 14: Attitudes and Attitude Change II
	Chapter 7

	9
	10/26
	Exam 2

	
	10/28
	Class 15: Conformity I
	Chapter 8

	10
	11/2
	Class 16: Conformity II
	Chapter 8

	
	11/4
	Class 17:  Group Process
	Chapter 9

	11
	11/9
	Class 18: Group Process
	Chapter 9

	
	11/11
	Class 19: Interpersonal Attraction
	Chapter 10

	12
	11/16
	Class 20: Interpersonal Attraction
	Chapter 10

	
	11/18
	No Class

	13
	11/23
	Exam 3

	
	11/25
	No Class

	14
	11/30
	Class 21:  Prosocial Behavior                                              Chapter
	Chapter 11

	
	12/2
	Class 22:  Prosocial Behavior
	Chapter 11

	15
	12/7
	Class 23: Aggression
	Chapter 12

	
	12/9
	Class 24: Prejudice
	Chapter 13

	Final Exam: Thursday 12/16 @ 10:30am


