  PSYC300-004 – Fall 2010

Statistics in Psychology

Instructor:


Craig S. Bailey, B.S.
Lecture Location:

Science and Technology II 15 
Lecture Time:

T/TH, 12:00 - 1:15

Office Hours:


T/TH, 1:30-2:30 or by appointment.
Office Location:

David King Hall 1029 (Dr. Tim Curby’s DISC lab)

Phone Number:

(703) 993-4050 (Office)

Email:



cbaileyg@gmu.edu
Text:
Aron, A., Aron, E. N., & Coups, E. J. (2009). Statistics for Psychology (5th Edition). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc. 

ISBN: 978-0-13-601057-9

Lab Instructor: 
Cliff Haimann (Chaimann@gmu.edu)
COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

PSYC300 is an introduction to the quantitative methods used to investigate psychological phenomena. By completion of the course, students should be able to select appropriate methods, apply these methods, and make correct decisions in order to facilitate and understand psychological research.

LECTURE STRUCTURE
Format

Class meetings will include lectures, discussions, and small group activities. Information pertaining to the format for the lab can be located on the Lab Syllabus.
Attendance

Students are expected to attend lecture. Likewise, students are responsible for all materials and announcements presented in lecture. Announcements during lecture may include any amendments to the schedule as well as exam information. Please note that traditionally, there is a strong, positive relationship between attending lecture and student performance.

Assignments & Homework

Weekly in and out of lab assignments will be required as part of the lab portion of this course. Please review the Lab Syllabus for details.

Quizzes

Weekly quizzes will be required as part of the lab portion of this course. Please review the Lab Syllabus for details.

Technology

Much of the technology for this course will be through the use of a calculator. Most calculators are sufficient; except calculators on mobile devices, which make it appear as if students are diverting attention elsewhere. Technology will also be used through the Blackboard website where this syllabus will be posted as well as lectures and other pertinent information. Communication will primarily be through the Blackboard email interface. Therefore, students should be regularly checking the Blackboard website for updates to the course. Please take note: University policy stipulates that the instructor only reply to @gmu.edu email address. Additionally, a common statistical software package called SPSS (PASW) will be incorporated into lecture as well as in lab. Students are not required to obtain a copy of this program.
GRADING
Grade Breakdown

Student progress will be assessed utilizing three exams (75%) and their performance in lab (22%). For a breakdown of the lab grade, see the Lab Syllabus. Notice that poor performance in lab can bring down a student’s final grade. Likewise, high performance in lab can help students struggling on the exams. Grades will be posted periodically via Blackboard. 
	Portion of Total
	Percentage of Total

	Exam I 100 points
	25%

	Exam II 100 points
	25%

	Exam III (Final) 100 points
	25%

	Lab grade
	22%

	Research participation
	3%

	Total
	100%


Research Participation

For 3% of the grade, all students are required to serve 3 hours as participants in psychological research.  For students who choose not to participate, attendance at alternative lectures also meets this requirement.  Students can access the website for research at http://gmu.sona-systems.com/.At this website, students can view all research opportunities and sign up for them. The website also has complete instructions on how to use the system. At the end of the course, the instructor will log into the website and be aware of how many hours each student completed.

Exams

A multitude of examination formats will be utilized to measure students’ performance. Any combination of multiple choice, matching, true/false, fill in the blank/short answer, and completion are possible. Questions may incorporate real-world examples and scenarios, often known as ‘word problems’. The nature of the material lends to the decision about the format used. Exams I & II will be held during normal lab time. As noted in the schedule, Exam III will take place December 16th at 10:30 AM – 1:15PM and will NOT be held in lab.
Makeup Exams

Missing an exam is highly discouraged. The following policy refers to all scheduled exams. Once the exam has been given, no exam make-ups or extensions will be allowed without penalty except in instances such as the following:
· hospitalization or illness that has been sufficiently documented preventing a student from (a) preparing adequately for a test or (b) sitting for a test

· death or serious illness in the student’s family

· court appearances

Documentation must be provided by health officials (e.g., a physician or member of the student center health staff) in the case of illness, an immediate family member in the case of a death or serious illness in the family, and official paperwork in the case of court dates. Students failing to produce such documentation will be penalized at least one full letter grade. Please provide the instructor with information regarding absences as soon as possible to ensure proper and fair arrangements.
Late Homework

Please review your Lab Syllabus.
MY PLEDGE TO YOU
I promise to: 

· treat you with respect, and carefully listen to your questions and comments
· come to class prepared, to provide structure to the course and to convey a willingness to work with you in helping you master the material 

· not develop diabolically hard exams to amuse myself. I also promise to have exams properly reflect what was presented in lecture and/or lab.

· attempt to relate the material to your own experience.

WHAT I EXPECT FROM YOU

I expect you to:

· treat all parties with grace and respect.

· to come to class and lab prepared to learn with your full attention, even when the material is difficult.

· extend a reasonable effort to learning the material. This could, very easily, require more work and could require more work than other psychology classes. However, this does not excuse lack of effort on your part.

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

Honor Code

Students are expected to abide by the GMU Honor Code: “Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.” Exams and assignments are expected to be individual efforts unless noted otherwise by the instructor or teaching assistant. Violations of the GMU Honor Code can result in failure of an assignment or exam, depending on the severity of violation. All violations will be reported to the Honor Committee.
Accommodation for Disabilities

If a student has a disability and they need academic accommodations, please see the instructor and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Note that this provision includes the range of disabilities, including physical, psychiatric, and learning disabilities.

Student Support Services

George Mason offers services to support students’ academic development and emotional development. The Learning Center offers workshops in academic skills and a tutor referral program. The Counseling Center offers stress management training, as well as individual and group counseling for students who would like some help with social, emotional, or educational concerns—or who have concerns about their friends. Consider taking advantage of these free resources (SUB I, Room 364).
Add/Drop and Withdrawal Deadlines

Last Day to Add (Full-Semester Course)


September 14

Last Day to Drop (Full-Semester Course)


October 1

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
	Date (s)
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	8/31
	Statistics: What’s the point of this mathematical voodoo?

	

	9/2 – 9/7
	Central tendency, variability and other ways to describe data
	Chap 2

	9/9 - 9/14
	Frequency distributions, histograms, and other ways to organize data
	Chap 1

	9/16 - 9/21
	Population, samples, and probability

	Chap 3

	9/23 – 9/28
	A trip into transforming: The land of Z 
	Chap 3

	9/30 – 10/5
	Hypothesis Testing 101
	Chap 4, 5

	10/6
	Exam I
	

	10/7
	Correlation
	Chap 11

	10/11
	Columbus Day: Monday classes on Tuesday, no Tuesday classes
	

	10/14 – 10/19
	Simple linear regression
	Chap 12

	10/21 – 10/26
	Why errors are inevitable and how power can help you
	Chap 6

	10/28 – 11/4
	t-tests
	Chap 7, 8

	11/9
	Topic TBA
	

	11/10

	Exam II
	

	11/11 – 11/16
	One-Way Analysis of Variance


	Chap 9

	11/18 – 11/23
	Two-Way Analysis of Variance
	Chap 10

	11/24 – 11/28
	Thanksgiving Recess
	

	11/30 – 12/2
	Chi-square and other nonparametric tests

	Chap 13

	12/7 – 12/9
	Bringing it all together & other TBA items
	

	12/16
	Exam III 

@ 10:30AM – 1:15PM in Science and Technology II, Room 15
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