Psychology 301 – Research Methods in Psychology Lab

Fall 2010
Section 204  
Mon. 2:30-4:20pm
Innovation Hall 328
Instructor: Simone Erchov
E-mail: sfranz1@gmu.edu
Course Website: GMU’s Blackboard  Course Website
Office: David King Hall 2064
Office Hours: Tues. 12:00-1:00pm (and by appointment if necessary)
Mailbox: Hallway of 2nd floor, David King Hall


Texts 

You will need to purchase the following texts. They’re available in the book store, but you may also order them from online bookstores, like Amazon or Half.com (they’re much cheaper).

· Dunn, D.S. (2004). A Short Guide to Writing about Psychology. New York: Pearson Education
· Shaughnessy, J.J., Zechmeister, E.B., & Zechmeister, J.S. (2006). Research Methods in Psychology
· Publication Manual for the American Psychological Association (5th edition).  
· This text is optional. If you plan on pursing a career in Psychology, or attending graduate school, this is a good book to purchase. Most of the information is available online if you don’t want to buy the book. 
Course Goals

• To reinforce understanding of experimental design 
• To learn scientific report writing in psychology using APA format 
• To understand and apply statistical principles in research design (not calculation of statistics)
• To increase understanding of the role of experimentation in the psychological sciences 
It is important to note that the lab is not a separate course but is part of the whole class and represents 40% of the grade for Psychology 301.  
This lab course fulfills the Writing Intensive requirement in the psychology major. It does so through one full APA papers and a research proposal (paper 1 and the final proposal). Each assignment is completed through a draft/feedback/revision process.  The schedule of due dates is on the syllabus.  It is required that students successfully complete all written assignments in order to meet the writing intensive requirement.  Students who fail to meet the writing intensive requirement of this lab will not pass the course.
Grading

Grading will be based on course attendance, participation, in-class activities, quizzes, and homework assignments. The assignments for this course are described in further detail on the next page. 
Additional Information

HONOR CODE: Lab reports are expected to be the student’s own work. Students may use books, notes, and other sources in preparing lab reports. Under no circumstances are you to collectively write papers with another student. This is considered to be plagiarism and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated. Work such as library references, statistics, and reports of the research studies should be each student’s own work. Quotations in lab reports should be minimal and the appropriate citation must be given.  
DISABILITY ACCOMODATIONS: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at (703) 993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 
Grading Breakdown

This course is broken up into 400 possible points. These points are made from course attendance, participation, in-class activities, quizzes, homework assignments and the major papers. 

Attendance and Participation: Each student can earn up to 50 points for participation and attendance. Each class will be worth 3 points and you may miss one class without penalty. The remaining points will be a participation grade based on participating in class discussions and asking questions. However, this grade is based upon quality and not quantity. If you’re not someone who typically likes to talk much in class you won’t be graded harder than someone who speaks up frequently. 

In Class Activities: Throughout the semester, there will be several activities that will be done in class, such as in-class writing, peer/group reviews and writing, participating in the in-class experiments, participation in class discussions, and experimental design critiques/discussions. You must be in class in order to receive credit for these activities. 

Quizzes: The in-class quizzes are intended to be a reward to those who regularly attend class and have absorbed the material well. Two pop quizzes will be given during the semester. They will be based on the basics of the material and cannot be made up. 
Point Breakdown
Class participation







50 points

Critique








15 points

Two Quizzes/assignments (10 points each)




20 points

Observation assignment data collection




10 points

Observation write-up (Method & Results Sections)



10 points

Survey write-up (Method and Results Sections)      



15 points

Introduction Draft (Paper 1)






20 points

Discussion Draft (Paper 1)






10 points

Completed Paper 1 







100 points

Abstract Draft (Final Proposal)





10 points

Proposal Draft








15 points

Final Proposal








100 points

Final Proposal Presentation






25 points

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Total









400 points
**Note: Additional assignments may be included throughout the course of the semester.  Total points may vary.
Course Schedule

In-class activities are in bold.

	Week
	Date
	Class Activity
	Assignment (Due next week)

	1
	8/30
	· Go over syllabus, details of the lab.

· Brief overview of the “nuts and bolts” of research design.

· Description of library resources
	· Find and read Darley & Latané (1968)
· Page 46-52; 115 in Dunn

· Journal Critique

	2
	9/6
	LABOR DAY – No Class!

	

	3
	9/13
	·  Discuss Darley & Latané article

· Measuring behavior through observational research

· Descriptive statistics and inter-rater reliability

· Small group discussion about upcoming study.
	· Conduct and complete observational study before next week. 

· Bring in collected data along with a summary of the data.

	4
	9/20
	· APA Style

· Writing a method and results section

· Methods and results section workshop
	· Final copy of method and results for the survey study written on your own.

· Read pages 93-99 in Dunn as a resource

	5
	9/27
	· Correlational  and survey research

· Entering data

· In-class survey example
	· None!

	6
	10/4
	· Discuss survey results

· Discuss method and results section from last week.

· In-class experiment
	· Method and results section for in-class survey study.

· Chapter 6 in Shaughnessy and 58-63 in Dunn

	7
	10/11
	No Class -- MONDAY classes meet TUESDAY this week!!
	

	7
	10/12

(TUE)
	· Experiment results

· Writing an introduction section

· How to review literature

· Into section writing workshop
	· Rough draft of Introduction section from in-class experiment

	8
	10/18
	· Discuss 2nd method and results section

· Writing a discussion section
· Discussion section writing workshop
	· Page 99-102 in Dunn

· Rough draft of discussion section

	9
	10/25
	· Discuss introduction section

· In-class peer review and writing workship for full draft of paper 1.
	· PAPER 1 DUE NEXT WEEK

	10
	11/1
	· Developing your own research ideas

· Preparing for the final paper.
	· Work on developing a research idea 
· Begin searching for literature (5 relevant articles + summary)

	11
	11/8
	· Approve research ideas

· How to write an abstract section

· Writing workshop on abstracts
	· Abstract of your final paper idea.

	12
	11/15
	· Return and discuss paper 1

· Writing workshop on final paper
	· Work on rough drafts

	13
	11/22
	· Discuss more on final paper

· In class workshop on rough drafts
	· Rough draft due next week

	14
	11/29
	· Discuss in-class presentations

· Rough draft peer review
	· FINAL PAPER and PRESENTATIONS due next week!

	15
	12/6
	· Presentations
	


Important Note: Any schedule changes or changes in assignments will be announced ahead of time in class and by e-mail.  After an absence, students are responsible for contacting the instructor to obtain accurate information. 
Point Guidelines
Point guideline for Paper 1 

Title page







  2 points

Abstract







 10 points

Introduction







25 points

Method







18 points (total)


Design







     2 points
Participants



  


     2 points
Materials/Apparatus


  


     4 points
Procedure



  


     10 points
Results - written






12 points

Figure/Table







 6 points

Discussion







12 points

Reference Page






 5 points

Overall paper quality






10 points

Point Guideline for Final Proposal Assignment
Abstract







  5 points

Introduction







35 points

Hypothesis






  5 points
Method  







30 points

Results/analysis plan and expected outcome



  5 points

Potential Conclusions






  5 points

References 







  5 points
Overall paper quality






10 points. 

