Psyc 301 Research Methods Lab: Fall 2010

Section 209
Mon 6:00 – 7:50pm
Innovation Hall 330

Section 210
Mon 8:00 – 9:50pm
Innovation Hall 330

TA: Hilary Weingarden

Email: hweingar@gmu.edu

Office hours and location: Thurs, 2-3pm or by appt, Aquia 337; 703-993-5212
Course Texts: 

Dunn, D.S. (2008). A Short Guide to Writing about Psychology (2nd ed.). New York: 


Pearson Education.

Shaughnessy, J.J., Zechmeister, E.B., & Zechmeister, J.S. (2009). Research Methods in 


Psychology (8th ed.). Boston: McGraw-Hill. 
Publication Manual for the American Psychological Association (6th edition). (Optional)
Goals for Lab:
1.  Reinforce understanding of experimental design as presented in lecture

2.  Learn scientific report writing in psychology using APA format

3.  Understand and apply statistical principles in research design (not calculation of complex statistics per se)

4.  Facilitate understanding of the role of experimentation in the psychological sciences

Important Notes:
· This lab course counts as 40% of the total grade for Psyc301. Make-up assignments for quizzes and in-class activities are not allowed, so attendance of the lab is very important for your overall course grade. 

· This lab course fulfills the Writing Intensive requirement in the psychology major. It does so through one full APA paper and a research proposal (paper 1 and the final proposal). Each assignment is completed through a draft/feedback/revision process. The schedule of due dates is on the syllabus. It is required that students successfully complete all written assignments in order to meet the writing intensive requirement. Students who fail to meet the writing intensive requirement will not pass the course. 

· Honor Code: You may use books, notes, and other sources as references when preparing lab reports, but papers and reports are expected to be your own work. In this course, you may never collectively write papers with other students. This is one form of plagiarism, and any type of plagiarism will not be tolerated. Please be sure to use appropriate citations in papers and reports. 
· Disability Accommodations: If you are a student with a documented disability and require some academic accommodation, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at (703) 993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 

Grades:

Grades will be based on your score out of a total of 400 possible points, broken down as follows: 

Class participation…………………………………………………..50 points

Critique……………………………………………………………...15 points

Two quizzes/assignments (10 pts each)…………………………….20 points*

Observation assignment data collection…………………………….10 points**

Observation write-up (Method & Results sections)………………...10 points

Survey write-up (Method & Results sections)……………………...15 points

Introduction draft (Paper 1)…………………………………………20 points

Discussion draft (Paper 1)…………………………………………..10 points

Completed paper 1………………………………………………….100 points

Abstract draft (final proposal)
………………………………………10 points

Proposal draft……………………………………………………….15 points

Final proposal………………………………………………………100 points

Final proposal presentation…………………………………………25 points   
Total








400 points
*Quizzes will reward students who attend class regularly and are keeping up with the material. The two quizzes will be unannounced and based on basic material. They cannot be made up if missed.

**Must be confirmed by actual data handed in with the appropriate written assignment. 

Lab Schedule:

Week 1: 8/30/10
Lab activities

· Review syllabus, course goals and requirements
· Brief overview of “nuts and bolts” of research design
· Description of library resources
· Overview of writing a short journal critique
· Discussion of plagiarism 
Assignments for next week

· Download and read the following article:

Darley, J. M. and Latane, B. (1968). Bystander intervention in emergencies: 

Diffusion of responsibility. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 8 (4), 

377-382. 

· Pgs 46-52 (Dunn): Writing and plagiarism

· Pg. 115 (Dunn): Writing a journal critique

· Follow this as a guideline to write a short journal critique of the Darley and Latane (1968) article, including identification of IVs and DVs in the method. Max of 2 pages, 15 points.

· Visit https://www.indiana.edu/~istd/ in order to be certain that you understand plagiarism
9/6/10
No class: Labor day
Week 2: 9/13/10

Lab activities

· Discussion of article assigned last week

· Procedures of observational research with and without intervention

· Operational definitions and measuring behaviors

· Descriptive statistics (means)

· Inter-rater reliability in observational research

· Break into groups to discuss upcoming observational study

Assignments for next week
· Complete observational study for next lab

· Compile/summarize data 

Week 3: 9/20/10

Lab activities

· Discussion of observational studies

· APA format

· How to write Method and Results section of APA paper, tables and graphs

· Writing workshop for Methods and Results sections

Assignments for next week
· Pgs 93-99 (Dunn)

· Write Method and Results sections of observation study using APA format (individually!)

 Week 4: 9/27/10

Lab activities
· Correlation and survey research

· Completion of two in-class surveys

· Data entry in SPSS

Assignments for next week
· Once I have calculated the results from today’s activity, I will email them to you. Please bring a copy to next class!

Week 5: 10/4/10

Lab activities
· Discuss Method and Results sections from last week

· Discuss survey data results

· In-class experiment to be used as basis of Paper 1

· Discuss theory and expected outcome of experiment

· Enter data into SPSS

Assignments for next week
· Write Method and Results sections for correlational study 

· Chapter 6 (Shaughnessy) Also see pg. 120-129 and 104-114 as a resource!

· Pg. 58-63 (Dunn) – Bring text to class next week

Week 6: 10/12/10 (*Note: We meet on Tuesday this week)

Lab activities

· Writing an Introduction section

· Outline Introduction section

Assignments for next week
· Obtain and read four articles (1 or 2 will be provided) for Introduction

· Complete a draft of Introduction from in-class experiment
Week 7: 10/18/10
Lab activities
· Discuss results

· In-class workshop on writing Discussion section

Assignments for next week
· Pg. 99-102 (Dunn)

· Complete a draft of Discussion section
Week 8: 10/25/10

Lab activities
· Discuss Introduction section strengths and weaknesses

· In-class peer review of papers so far

Assignments for next week
· PAPER 1 DUE NEXT WEEK (*I will need an electronic and hard copy by the beginning of lab*)
Week 9: 11/1/10

Lab activities
· Developing research questions and study design for final proposals

Assignments for next week
· Work on choosing a topic for final paper

· Bring the abstracts for 5 relevant background articles and brief paragraph summaries
Week 10: 11/8/10

Lab activities
· Developing your research ideas

· Preparing for the final paper

Assignments for next week
· Write an Abstract of your final paper idea (brief discussion of what will be done, hypotheses, and the potential implications)
Week 11: 11/15/10

Lab activities
· Return and discuss Paper 1

· Presentation of abstracts/basic ideas for Paper 2
Week 12: 11/22/10

Lab activities
· Question and answer about writing difficulties for Paper 2

· Workshop for final paper

Assignments for next week
· Rough draft of proposal due next week – please bring several copies to lab

Week 13: 11/29/10

Lab activities
· Peer review of final project

· Discussion of class presentations of proposals 

Assignments for next week
· FINAL PAPER and PRESENTATIONS due next week!

Week 14: 12/6/10

Lab activities
· Presentations – 5-10 minutes each
Any schedule changes or changes in assignments will be announced ahead of time in class and by email. After an absence, students are responsible for contacting the instructor to obtain accurate information.

Point Guidelines for Paper 1:
Title page……………………………………………………………..2 points

Abstract……………………………………………………………..10 points

Introduction (must include hypothesis)……………………………..25 points

Method……………………………………………………………...18 points (total)



Design
…………………………………………………….…2 points


Participants……………………………………………….…2 points


Materials/Apparatus………………………………………...4 points


Procedure…………………………………………………..10 points

Results
 - written………………………………………………….…12 points

Figure/Table…………………………………………………….……6 points

Discussion…………………………………………………………..12 points

Reference Page……………………………………………………….5 points

Overall paper quality……………………………………………….10 points

Point Guideline for Final Proposal Assignment:
Abstract………………………………………………………………5 points

Introduction…………………………………………………………35 points


Hypothesis…………………………………………………...5 points

Method……………………………………………………………...30 points

Results/analysis plan and expected outcome………………………...5 points

Potential conclusions………………………………………………...5 points

References…………………………………………………………...5 points

Overall paper quality……………………………………………….10 points
