PSYC 317 Cognitive Psychology Fall 2010
Section 002 – Robinson Hall A247 MWF 10:30-11:20 am
Instructor: Yoon K. Kim
Email: ykig@gmu.edu
Office: David King 1032 
Office Hours: Monday 12:00 - 2:00 pm or by appointment
Office Phone: (703) 993-4712
Texts (Required): Either one
Goldstein, E. B. (2008). Cognitive Psychology:  Connecting Mind, Research, and Everyday Experience. 2nd Edition. Thompson Wadsworth.
Goldstein, E. B. (2010). Cognitive Psychology:  Connecting Mind, Research, and Everyday Experience. 3rd Edition. Thompson Wadsworth. 
Objectives: Cognitive psychology is the scientific study of how humans acquire, store, transform, and use information collected from the environment. This course is designed to provide students with a basic understanding of the principles of the cognitive approach as well as the ability to comprehend and appreciate experimental research carried out in this domain.
Technology: Students will be expected to access and use Blackboard on a regular basis (https://gmu.blackboard.com). Important class information, such as the syllabus and articles, will be posted here. To access Blackboard, students should use their George Mason email ID and password. In addition, students should check their GMU email account regularly. Be sure to check that new messages can be received and that you are not over the message limit. You also have the option for your GMU account to be forwarded to another email address.
Grading: Exams: 70%, Coglab: 20%, Class Participation/Attendance: 10%
Exams: There will be three (3) non-cumulative exams and one (1) cumulative final exam based on the readings and lectures throughout the semester. Any one exam is optional as I will only use the three highest test grades in my final calculations. Because of this, no make-up exams will be given. 

CogLab: In addition to exams, you will be completing the assigned on-line experiments from the CogLab library. This portion of your grade will reflect the number of experiments you complete. There will be total of 13 experiments assigned but you are only required to complete 10. However, if you choose to complete more than required, you will earn 1pt per extra experiment you complete. You should complete the assignment the week it is assigned. Also, choose two experiments you’ve completed and turn in two reflection papers (1-2 pages, double spaced) before the final exam. In the reflection paper, include what you learned from the experiment and how you could apply those results in your daily life. No late papers will be accepted. Further details on the requirements of these assignments will be provided in class.
Class Participation/Attendance: Class attendance is essential, as the lectures will frequently present information not found in the textbooks, and the material for the exams will be drawn from both lectures and readings. You are expected to come to as many classes as possible, ask questions and participate in discussions and in-class activities which will count toward attendance. The lecture slides will be made available after each lecture via the web. However, please note that having access to the lecture slides is NOT a substitute for attending class AND taking notes. Relying only on the lecture slides will not be sufficient for you to score well on the exams. Certain assignments and group activities will be handed out during class time and will only be made available to those who attend.  
Extra Credit:  Students can obtain extra credit by participating in experiments sponsored by the GMU Psychology Department (http://gmu.sona-systems.com/). Each hour of recorded participation will raise your final grade by .5%. You will receive credit for six hours maximum or a 3% increase in your final grade. This is entirely optional and can only increase your grade. Other extra credit opportunities may arise at my discretion.

Final grades will be assigned as follows: 

A+= 97-100%

A=93-96%
A-=90-92%




B+=87-89%

B=83-86%
B-=80-82%




C+=77-79%

C=73-76%
C-=70-72%




D= 60-69%

F= <60%

Tentative Schedule: Chapters based on the 2nd Edition
	Date
	Topic 
	Chapters / Assignments

	Aug 30
	First day - Syllabus 
	

	Sept 1, 3
	Introduction to Cognitive Psychology


	Chapter 1

	Sept 6
	Labor Day – NO CLASS
	

	Sept 8, 10, 13
	Cognition and the Brain:  Basic Principles


	Chapter 2

Brain Asymmetry

	Sept 15,17, 20
	Perception

	Chapter 3
Muller-Lyer Illusion
Blind Spot

	Sept 22, 24, 27
	Attention


	Chapter 4

Stroop Effect

	Sept 29
	EXAM 1
	Chapters 1-4

	Oct 1
	Review
	

	Oct 4,6,8
	Short-Term and Working Memory
	Chapter 5

Memory Span

	Oct 11
	Columbus Day – NO CLASS, come on Tuesday!
	

	Oct 12,13, 15, 18 
	Long-Term Memory:  Basic Principles 

(3rd Edition: Long-term Memory: Structure & Long-term Memory: Encoding and Retrieval)
	Chapter 6

Serial Position

Levels of Processing

	Oct 20, 22, 25
	Everyday Memory and Memory Errors
	Chapter 7

False Memory

	Oct 27, 29, Nov 1
	Knowledge
	Chapter 8
Prototypes

	Nov 3
	EXAM 2 
	Chapters 5-8

	Nov 5
	Review
	

	Nov 8, 10, 12
	Visual Imagery
 
	Chapter 9
Mental Rotation

	Nov 15, 17, 19
	Language


	Chapter 10

Categorical Perception-Identification

	Nov 22
	Problem Solving 
	Chapter 11

	Nov 24, 26
	Happy Thanksgiving! – NO CLASS

	

	Nov 29, Dec 1 
	Problem Solving
	Chapter 11

	Dec 3, 6, 8
	Reasoning and Decision Making
	Chapter 12

Monty Hall

Typical Reasoning

	Dec 10
	EXAM 3
	Chapters 9-12
Reflection papers due

	Dec. 15
	FINAL EXAM - Wednesday
10:30 am – 12:00 pm
	Chapters 1-12



( Any changes to the schedule/assignments will be raised in class and updated on the syllabus. 
George Mason Honor Code: Working in a group to discuss course material is encouraged, but all assignments submitted for the class and all exam performance should represent your own work. All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class and are detailed in your university catalog. The instructor for this course reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.
Disability Help: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me at the beginning of the semester and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 
Add/Drop Deadlines: 

Last day to Add – September 14, 2010
Last day to Drop – October 1, 2010
Reminder: Always check your GMU email account in case of class cancellation!
