Psychology 317-003 

Cognitive Psychology
Fall 2010, Science and Technology I: Room 131

Tuesday & Thursday, 10:30-11:45 

Instructor: Claire Cole

Office: 1020P David King Hall

Office Hours: Thursday 12:15-1:15 and by appointment

E-mail: claire.cole@gmail.com 

Phone: 703-993-2241
Texts

· Goldstein, E. B. (2008). Cognitive Psychology: Connecting Mind, Research, and Everyday Experience. (Second Edition). Thompson Wadsworth.
Course Goals

· This course is designed to provide an introduction to cognitive psychology, and will examine the way in which humans collect, store, manipulate and use information from their environment.  In addition students will be introduced to the basic principles involved in cognitive research and experimentation.
Class Policies

· Technology: Blackboard will be used in this course on a regular basis.  Important information such as class slides, study guides, and the turn in of assignments will be conducted through blackboard.  Students are expected to know how to use Blackboard, please ask if you need assistance using this technology.  In addition, information may be sent to the class through GMU E-mail.  Please keep your inbox clear, as you are responsible for any information sent to you through e-mail.  

· Class attendance: I expect you to come to as many classes as possible, and to be ready to listen, take notes and ask questions.  Please remember that students who attend class do much better on exams than students who miss class.  
· Exams: There will be four exams given during the semester.  Three non-cumulative exams and one cumulative final exam.  The three highest exam grades will be used to calculate the student’s final grade.  As students need to take only three out of the four exams, no make up exams will be given.  It is your responsibility to make sure you take at least three of the four exams.    
· Group Project: Student will be expected to participate in a group project (roughly 5 students per group).  Students will generally have the ability to choose their own groups, however I reserve the right to assign students to groups.  Further instructions on the group project will be given in class.

· Honor Code:  Although students may use books, notes, and other sources to prepare written assignments, coursework is expected to be the student’s own original work. Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class.  In addition, cheating during exams will not be tolerated.  Students discovered plagiarizing others work or cheating during an exam WILL be referred to the honor board. I reserve the right to enter a failing grade for any student found guilty of an honor code violation.   
Additional Information 

If you are a student with a documented disability, please contact the Office of Disability Services (SUB 1, Rm. 211) at 703-993-2474, and meet with me to discuss your needed accommodations.  All academic accommodations must be arranged with the Office of Disability Services before meeting with me.

Last day to add a class (Full semester course):  09/14/2010
Last day to drop a class (Full semester course):  10/01/2010
Grading Criteria:  400 total points

Three Exams: (300 = 100 points each X 3)                                          75%

Group Project: (100 points)                                                                  25%

    A+ = 97-100%      B+ = 87-89%      C+ = 77-79%      D = 60-69%    
                A = 93-96%          B = 83-86%         C = 73-76%        F = <60% 
                A- = 90-92%        B- = 80-82%        C- = 70-72%
Syllabus – PSYC 317
	Date
	Chapter
	Topic

	8/31
9/02
	Chapter 1
	Review Syllabus & Introduction to Cognitive Psychology

	9/07
9/09
	Chapter 2
	Cognition and the Brain: Basic Principles

	9/14
9/16
	Chapter 3
	Perception

	9/21

9/23
	Chapter 4
	Attention

	9/28

9/30
	Chapter 1-4 Review

Exam 1
	Review & Exam 1

	10/05

10/07
	Chapter 5
	Short-Term & Working Memory

	10/12
	Classes run on a Monday schedule 
	

	10/14
10/19
	Chapter 6
	Long-Term Memory

	10/21
10/26
	Chapter 6
	Everyday Memory and Memory Errors

	10/28
11/02
	Chapter 8
	Knowledge

	11/04
11/09
	Chapter 5-8 Review

Exam 2
	Review & Exam 2

	11/11
11/16
	Chapter 9
	Visual Memory

	11/18
11/23
	Chapter 10
	Language

	11/30
12/02
	Chapter 11 & 12
	Reasoning and Decision Making

	12/07
12/09
	Chapter 9-12 Review
Exam 3
	Review & Exam 3

	12/14
	Final Exam
	10:30am-1:15am


* Syllabus is subject to change by instructor.  Student will be notified in advance of any changes made to the class syllabus.

