#71799 PSYC 325-001

Abnormal Psychology 

Fall Semester 2010

Instructor: Marcella Marcey, Ph.D.  

Contact information:  DrMarcey@aol.com, mmarcey@gmu.edu, or 703-934-8584

Emergency contact:  703-505-9104 (I prefer you send an text message if you can)

Class Location: Innovation Hall Room 204

Meeting time:  Monday/ Wednesday/Friday 12:30 to 1:20

Office Location:  Aquia Building, Room 337

Office Hours:  Wednesdays from 1:30 to 2:30 

Course Description and Objectives:

This course provides an overview of the theoretical models and phenomenology currently defining the field of abnormal psychology. In Part 1, we will discuss and critique current constructions of the nature of mental illness, as well as classification, assessment, and treatment of mental illness. In Part 2, we will focus on specific forms of mental illness, with attention to the causes and subjective experience of psychopathology. 

· To increase students’ knowledge of psychological history, theory and research concerning different forms of mental illness and “abnormal” behavior.

· To enhance students’ ability to examine critically theoretical and research questions in this field.

· To enhance students’ appreciation of the subjective experience of mental illness.

· To increase students’ understanding of the role of social context in the way mental illness is experienced and viewed.

Required Text: Abnormal Psychology: An Integrative Approach by David Barlow and V. Mark Durand, Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2009 ISBN # 13:978-0-495-09556-9


 (Note: the book can be bought in loose-leaf format or as an e-book)

Important Dates:  Last day to drop without penalty:  September 14, 2010




    Last day to drop with tuition penalty:  October 1, 2010




    Labor Day: September 6, 2010




    Columbus Day (class moved to Oct. 12):  October 11, 2010




    Thanksgiving Recess:  November 24-28, 2010




    Last Day of class:  December 10,  2010




    Final exam:  Monday, December 20 from 10:30-1:15

Course requirements:

Class participation (20%)  

Students are expected come to class, participate in class discussions,  and complete all assignments handed out during each class. These assignments are a way for all students to interact with the material. in  I consider this an important part of the class and have weighted these participatory assignments accordingly.  

Thought papers (20%): 

Students are required to write a thought paper for five of the chapters.  I will post topics for ten chapters on blackboard and you can pick the topics you want to write about.  If you are unhappy with a grade that you earned for an earlier chapter you can do a later chapter, if you have not left your work till the last five chapters.  I will take the top five grades for your total in this category.  These essays are due the second day the chapter is discussed (usually a Wed) and are best turned in by email.  Any essays that are not to me by midnight of the last day of the chapter discussion will have 10 points deducted. If the essays come after the chapter is completed 20 points will be deducted from the grade  The essays will be graded on thoughtfulness, clarity of presentation, and demonstrated knowledge of the text.  Relating materials from your life, other psychology classes, internet sources, and anything else relevant is especially useful and falls under the thoughtfulness category.  All these essays need to be typed.  These essays will be graded on a 100 point scale and the average of these scores will be 20% of your grade.

Exams:  (60% of the grade, 20% each) 

There will be 3 exams.  Exams will be multiple choice.  The last exam will be given during the scheduled final exam session.  These exams will be based on material from the textbook, the lectures, and discussions. If you are going to miss an exam because of an emergency you must contact me BEFORE the scheduled exam to discuss a make-up unless you have documentation that you were incapable of doing so.  You are encouraged to send me a text message on my emergency number. To make up an exam without penalty you must have made arrangements with me before the test or written documentation of an EMERGENCY. Emergencies include hospitalization, jury duty, death, disability, or a car accident.   You will be able to make up an exam at a time and place that I chose, but you may have a different exam than the class.  If you need special arrangements for time limits, disabilities, etc see me and we will work it out.

Extra Credit:

I realize that not everyone does well on multiple choice tests, even though the majority of  students seem to like this format.  I have posted learning objectives for each chapter on blackboard.  If you answer these questions for a chapter and send or give me a copy of your work, I will add one extra point to your final grade.  That is a possible total of 16 extra points which is more than one grade level bump.  These answers can be given to me in person or emailed any time up to the day of the test on those chapters.  To get the point added to your grade total these objectives need to be well explained and written in your own words, not just copied from the book.  I will award point fractions for these assignments that do not show an understanding of the work or that are partially done.  You do not need to write in complete sentences and can use formats such as bullets or outline, etc.

It is the responsibility of the student to retain an electronic copy of all work that has been handed in to the professor. It is also the responsibility of the student to retain returned materials in case the student wishes to appeal or correct a grade. 

ONLINE COURSE MATERIALS AND TOOLS

The use of Blackboard will be an important component of this course. Course materials and information will be available online, including this syllabus, PowerPoint slides, descriptions of assignments, paper due dates, presentation dates and study hints. Your instructor will also post grades through Blackboard.  

Cell phones and laptops: 

The use of cell phones, including text messaging, is unacceptable during class time.  If there is an emergency you may answer a call but please step outside the room immediately.  Cell phones ringers should be turned off during class.  The use of laptops is limited to note taking.

Accommodations for students with disabilities:

 If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office, and must be initiated immediately, prior to any anticipated need.

Honor Code

Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the GMU Honor System and Code; pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.  Students are encouraged to collaborate and study together as much as possible throughout the course, however, no assistance, sharing of information, or discussion of particular exam questions or answers between students may take place. Violations of the honor code will not be tolerated in this course and immediate reporting of any violations will take place according to the University procedures. The instructor for this course reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation. 

Assignment schedule

This Schedule is a work in progress.  The dates may not be exact but I will try to have all tests on Mondays so you have the weekend to prepare.  

Week of 



August 30


Syllabus and Chapter, 1 Historical Context


September 6

Chapter 2, An integrative approach


September 13

Chapter 3, Clinical Assessment


September 20

Chapter 4, Research Methods


September 27

Chapter 5, Anxiety Disorders






EXAM 1 Monday, October 4 on Chapters 1-5


Octorber 4


Chapter 6, Somatoform and Dissociative Disorders


October 11


Chapter 7, Mood Disorders


Octorber 18

Chapter 8 Eating and Sleeping Disorders


October 25


Chapter 9, Physical Disorders and Health Psychology


November 1

Chapter 10, Sexual and Gender Identity Disorders




EXAM 2  Monday, November 8 on Chapters 6-10


November 8

Chapter 11, Substance-Related and Impulse-Control 


November 15

Chapter 12, Personality Disorders


November 22

Chapter 13, Schizophrenia and Other Psychotic Disorders


November 29

Chapters 14, Developmental Disorders

         Decmber 6
  
Chapters 15 & 16, Cognitive Diorders and Legal and 






     Ethical issues



EXAM  Monday, December 20 from 10:30 to 1:15 on Chapters 11-16
