PSYC 325 (002, 004) - Abnormal Psychology

Course Syllabus – Fall 2010
Peter Mullins
Phone: 206-661-4089
Class location: 002: Shenandoah 107



004: Robinson A111

Office: 1034 David King Hall
Class schedule: 002: T R 10:30 - 11:45AM



004: T R 9:00 – 10:15AM

E-mail: pmullin1@gmu.edu
Office hours: Th 1:00 – 3:00PM or by appt. (preferred)
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Welcome to Abnormal Psychology! This course will provide an overview of current theories and research on the causes and treatment of mental health problems. We will also discuss how mental health problems are currently classified and assessed within the mental health field. Special attention will be paid to controversies within the field. A diversity of viewpoints is welcomed and encouraged. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES

· To increase students’ knowledge of psychological theory and research related to different forms of mental health problems, with a particular emphasis on the biopsychosocial perspective.

· To enhance students’ ability to critically examine theoretical and research questions in this field.

· To enhance students’ appreciation of the subjective experience of mental health problems.

· To increase students’ understanding of how social context can influence the manner in which mental health problems are experienced and viewed.

COURSE FORMAT

Given class size, the format of this course is primarily lecture, although classes will also include discussion, in-class exercises, and films/documentaries.  
TEXT

Beidel, D. C, Bulik, C. M., & Stanley, M. A. (2010). Abnormal Psychology. New York: Prentice Hill.
COURSE EXPECTATIONS
Attendance & Participation: Student involvement is essential.  Attendance will not be taken, but students should realize that failure to attend class usually results in poor performance on exams. Information and announcements communicated in class will not necessarily be repeated over e-mail or on Blackboard.

Assigned Reading: Reading assigned for a given week should be completed by the beginning of that week. In lecture and class discussion, I will assume that you have completed that week’s reading. 

Class Discussion: As the instructor, I welcome contributions and questions from the class. Academic banter is a necessary and highly valuable aspect of lecture courses. Many people have personal experience with the disorders we will be learning about this semester, but please be mindful of appropriate levels of self-disclosure in a classroom setting.
Retention of Material: It is the responsibility of the student to retain an electronic copy of all work that has been handed in to the professor. It is also the responsibility of the student to retain returned materials in case the student wishes to appeal or correct a grade. 

Missed Exams: There are 4 scheduled exams for the course. Your lowest exam grade will be dropped. If you miss an exam, that will be the grade that is dropped. No makeup exams will be given in this course. 
Honor Code: The Honor Code of George Mason University deals specifically with cheating and attempted cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing. Students should be familiar with the code and connected policies, set out at http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies. This course will be conducted in accordance with those policies. The instructor for this course reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office, and must be initiated immediately, prior to any anticipated need.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING

Grades will be determined based on the number of points you earn out of a total of 300 total points. Grades will be assigned as follows: 97-100% = A+; 93-96% = A; 90-92% = A-; 87-89% = B+; 83-86% = B; 

80-82% = B-; 77-79% = C+; 73-76% = C; 70-72% = C-; 60-69% = D; below 60% = F. 

There will be four exams, each worth 100 points. Three will be given in-class and the last one will be given during the final exam period. Grades will be made up of your highest three exam grades:

1. Exam 1







100 points

2. Exam 2







100 points

3. Exam 3







100 points
Exam Dates:  

Exam 1 will be given in class on SEPTEMBER 21.

Exam 2 will be given in class on OCTOBER 14.
Exam 3 will be given in class on NOVEMBER 16.
The final exam will be given on DECEMBER 16, from 7:30 – 10:15 or 10:30-1:15.  

All exams will include multiple choice questions, and may also include short answer questions that involve defining or applying key concepts.  Exams will not be cumulative.
ONLINE COURSE MATERIALS AND TOOLS

The use of Blackboard will be an important component of this course. Course materials and information will be available online, including this syllabus, PowerPoint slides, and any additional readings. Grades will also be posted on Blackboard.
PLEASE NOTE: Last day to add classes – September 14; Last day to drop classes – October 1.

COURSE OUTLINE

	DATE
	TOPIC
	Chapters to Read

	WEEK 1:             8/31
	Introduction to Abnormal Psychology
	Chapter 1

	9/2
	Historical & Modern Perspectives
	Chapter 1

	WEEK 2:               9/7
	Research Methods in Psychology
	Chapter 2

	9/9
	Research Methods in Psychology
	Chapter 2

	WEEK 3:             9/14
	Assessment & Diagnosis
	Chapter 3

	9/16
	Assessment & Diagnosis
	Chapter 3

	WEEK 4:             9/21
	EXAM 1 – IN CLASS
	

	9/23
	Anxiety Disorders
	Chapter 4

	WEEK 5:             9/28
	Anxiety Disorders
	Chapter 4

	9/30
	Somatoform, Dissociative, Factitious Disorders 
	Chapter 5

	WEEK 6:             10/5
	Somatoform, Dissociative, Factitious Disorders
	Chapter 5

	10/7
	Mood Disorders
	Chapter 6

	WEEK 7:           10/12
	Mood Disorders
	Chapter 6

	10/14
	EXAM 2 – IN CLASS
	

	WEEK 8:           10/19
	Eating Disorders
	Chapter 7

	10/21
	Gender and Sexual Disorders
	Chapter 8

	WEEK 9:          10/26
	Gender and Sexual Disorders
	Chapter 8

	10/28
	Substance Use Disorders
	Chapter 9

	WEEK 10:           11/2
	Substance Use Disorders
	Chapter 9

	11/4
	Schizophrenia and Other Psychotic Disorders
	Chapter 10

	WEEK 11:           11/9
	Personality Disorders
	Chapter 11

	      11/11
	Personality Disorders
	Chapter 11

	WEEK 12:         11/16
	EXAM 3 – IN CLASS
	

	11/18
	Disorders of Childhood and Adolescence
	Chapter 12

	WEEK 13:         11/23
	Special Topic TBA
	TBA

	11/25
	NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING
	Holiday!

	WEEK 14:         11/30
	Disorders of Childhood and Adolescence
	Chapter 12

	     12/2
	Aging and Cognitive Disorders
	Chapter 13

	WEEK 15:           12/7
	Legal, Ethical, Professional Issues
	Chapter 15

	12/9
	Legal, Ethical, Professional Issues
	Chapter 15


FINAL EXAM IS SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER 16: (004) 7:30 – 10:15 AM, (002) 10:30 – 1:15 PM

Please note that this schedule is tentative and subject to change; any changes made will be announced in class.
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