Physiological Psychology Lecture
PSYC 372   Section 002   Fall 2010

Instructor:

Gretchen Knaack
                    E-mail address:
gknaack@gmu.edu
Class time:

Mondays & Wednesdays 12:00-1:15pm
Class location:
Science & Tech I 206 

        Office phone #:
703-993-1358
Office hours:

Monday 1:15 – 2:15pm                   Office location:
 DK2027
Course Text:

· Kalat, J.W. (2009) Biological Psychology, 10th Edition, Wadsworth/ Thomson Learning: Belmont, CA. 
Goals of Lecture: 

Psychology is a highly interdisciplinary field, and has been influenced enormously by the fields of biology, chemistry, physics, and even computer science.  Modern advances in neuroscience have particularly changed current thinking in many of the traditional areas of psychology.  The field of biological psychology, or behavioral neuroscience, seeks to explain behavior in terms of its underlying physiology, anatomy, biological development, and chemistry.  

This course is designed to introduce the field of biological psychology and neuroscience, including basic anatomy and physiology of the nervous system, neural and synaptic functioning, sensory and motor systems, and biological mechanisms of drug action.  Most importantly, this course will emphasize how the basic anatomy and function of the nervous system relates to both normal and abnormal human behavior.  By the end of this course, you will have a foundation for understanding the relationship between the brain and behavior.

In this course, we cover topics such as neuroanatomy, neuronal structure and function, psychopharmacology, visual and somatosensory processing, motor behavior and disorders, learning and memory, emotion and mood disorders, schizophrenia and other mental illnesses, and drug abuse/addiction.  In this course we “scratch the surface” of many different areas of psychology, and I hope that you will find each of these fascinating from a neuroscience perspective!

The course will be primarily lecture with discussion as time permits.  Questions before, during, and after lecture are both welcomed and strongly encouraged. 

Course Requirements:
· Keep up with the reading assignments.

· Additional materials such as notes, assignment guidelines, outside readings, and other notices will be distributed via blackboard and/or your GMU e-mail. Please be sure you have access to blackboard and your GMU e-mail account is active. It is your responsibility to ensure that your email is not “over quota.”  

· You are responsible for all announcements and any syllabus modifications made in class each week whether you are present or not.  
· Please note that Psychology 372 is a required course for psychology majors, and a grade of "C" or better is required for graduation.  Currently, a grade of C- will be considered a passing grade.  

Exams:  

Class assignments will be based on a point system, with a total of 350 pts.  


There will be three exams that count toward your grade, which will include multiple choice and fill-in the blank questions.  Exam questions will contain information from both lecture and text/readings, but will primarily focus on lecture material.  It is important to note that lecture material is designed to review book material as well as elaborate on important concepts.  For this reason, there may be information in lectures not found in the course text that students will be responsible for on exams (i.e. come to class!). Each exam will be worth 100 points each.  

There will be a cumulative Final Exam on December 20th from 10:30am - 1:15pm.  This exam will be in the same format as the other exams. The final exam is optional. Students may take the final exam as a “make-up” exam if they have missed one of the previous exams. OR students may take the final exam in an effort to better their score on one of the previous exams. If you take all four exams, only the three best scores will count toward your grade. There will be absolutely NO make-up exams other than the comprehensive exam on finals week.
Article Summary:  

Each student will select an article from a scientific journal that relates to the topics covered in PSYC 372 (published during the last 10 years). A worksheet detailing the format of your article summary will be posted on Blackboard. A photocopy of the complete article must be turned in with your summary. All references must be cited in APA format. The article summary will be worth 50 points and is due November 17th.   
Policy Regarding Late Assignments:

If a student misses one of the three exams, they may take the cumulative final on December 20th as a make-up exam. If a student misses more than one exam at the scheduled time, no additional replacement exams will be given.  In other words, only one opportunity to make up a missed exam is allowed.  

If the article summary is late it will be an automatic grade-loss penalty of 10% that will be deducted from the score of the late assignment. If the late assignment is not turned in before the following class meeting, a zero will be given for that assignment. 
Grades:


Exam I. ………………………..   ________ / 100 pts.


Exam II..………………………..   ________/ 100 pts.


Exam III ..………………………   ________/ 100 pts.


Article Summary……. …….……   ________/ 50 pts. 





TOTAL:    _________ / 350 pts.  

A+ (97%+); A (93-96%); A- (90-92%)

B+ (87-89%); B (83-86%); B- (80-82%)

C+ (77-79%); C (73-76%); C- (70-72%);
D (60-69%);
F (59% & below)
The GMU honor code will be strictly enforced.  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will be reported to the University Honor Board &/or penalized. Information that must be used from an outside source must be cited in correct APA format.  

Technology Statement: 

Required knowledge of technology for this course includes ability to retrieve additional materials sent via email to your GMU address or posted on Blackboard. Please be sure you have access to blackboard and your GMU e-mail account is active. I will post relevant information and documents via the latest version of Microsoft Office, so make sure to have the latest version of office or download the converter in order to read all important documents.
Students with Disabilities: 

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.


Add/Drop Deadlines:  The last day to add a class is September 14th.  The last day to drop a class is October 1st.
Tentative Schedule (Subject to Change)
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	August 30th
	Introduction To Course
	Chapter 1

	September 1st
	Cells Of The Nervous System
	Chapter 2

	September 6th
	NO CLASS
	COLUMBUS DAY

	September 8th
	Nerve Impulses
	Chapter 2

	September 13th
	Synapses
	Chapter 3

	September 15th
	Chemical Transmission
	Chapter 3

	September 20th
	Neuroanatomy
	Chapter 4

	September 22nd
	Neuroanatomy
	Chapter 4

	September 27th
	Exam 1
	Exam 1

	September 29th
	Vision - The Eye
	Chapter 6

	October 4th
	Vision – Perception
	Chapter 6

	October 6th
	Somatosensory System
	Chapter 7

	October 11th
	Somatosensory System
	Chapter 7

	October 13nd
	Motor System
	Chapter 8

	October  18th
	Motor System
	Chapter 8

	October 20th
	Cognitive Functions –Lateralization
	Chapter 14

	October 25th
	Cognitive Function - Attention
	Chapter 14

	October 27th
	Exam 2
	Exam 2

	November 1st
	Sleep & Waking
	Chapter 9

	November 3rd
	Sleep & Waking
	Chapter 9

	November 8th
	Learning & Memory
	Chapter 13

	November 10th
	Learning & Memory
	Chapter 13

	November 15th
	NO CLASS
	SFN

	November 17th
	Article Summary DUE
Emotional Behaviors  
	Article Summary DUE Chapter 12

	November 22nd
	Emotional Behaviors
	Chapter 12

	November 24th
	NO CLASS
	THANKSGIVING

	November 29th
	Mood Disorders
	Chapter 15

	December 1st
	Schizophrenia
	Chapter 15

	December 6th
	Exam 3
	Exam 3

	December 8th
	Review/Catch up
	Review/Catch up

	December 20th
	Cumulative Final Exam -Optional
	10:30 am – 1:15 pm


