George Mason University

Physiological Psychology – Psych 372-004

Fall 2010

Syllabus

Instructor
Lynn Morin, M.A.

Class Hours & Location
Monday, 7:20 – 10:00 pm

Krug Hall 7


Office Hours
Mondays:  5:30 – 7:00 pm


Or by appointment





Office Location
Aquia Bldg, Room 337
Phone
(703) 993-5212
Email
bmorin2@gmu.edu
REQUIRED TEXT            
Discovering Biological Psychology, 2nd Edition, by Laura A. Freberg, Wadsworth, Cengage Learning Copyright Year: 2010


ISBN: 978-0-547-17779-3; www.cengagebrain.com.


Other handouts of articles as distributed.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
Psychology is a highly interdisciplinary field, and has been influenced enormously by the fields of biology, chemistry, physics, and even computer science.  Modern advances in neuroscience have particularly changed current thinking in many of the traditional areas of psychology.  The field of biological psychology, or behavioral neuroscience, seeks to explain behavior in terms of its underlying physiology, anatomy, biological development, and chemistry.  


This course will emphasize how the basic anatomy and function of the nervous system relates to both normal and abnormal human behavior.  By the end of this course, you will have a foundation for understanding the relationship between the brain and behavior.


In this course, we cover topics such as neuroanatomy, neuronal structure and function, psychopharmacology, visual and somatosensory processing, motor behavior and disorders, learning and memory, emotion and mood disorders, schizophrenia and other mental illnesses, and drug abuse/addiction.  This course only represents an introduction and overview of many different areas of psychology, and I hope that you will find each of these exciting from a neuroscience perspective.


The course will be primarily lecture with discussion and questions as time permits.  I strongly encourage you and welcome questions before, during, and after lecture.  We will have one day of group project presentations and six (6) quizzes as outlined below. 

PARTICIPATION
Class attendance will be taken in each class.  Although not mandatory, multiple missed classes (no more than 3 absences) may impact your grade.  Attendance will be considered part of your participation points. 
LECTURE
Lecture material will be taken from the assigned textbook.  The student will be held responsible for all material discussed in class and the material contained in the text, unless otherwise noted by the instructor.   It will be impossible to cover all material in class.  Thus, the student must read, study, and review the chapters carefully in order to maintain a good class grade.  Tests will cover not only material specifically discussed in class but also from the readings.
EXAMS/PROJECT
There will be six “quizzes” given during the course of the semester.  Each quiz will be worth 100 points.  The final exam is optional.  If you have done well on the quizzes and project you do not have to take the final.  There will be absolutely NO MAKE-UP quizzes given so if you miss one you will have to take the final.  The final exam will be comprehensive.  The quizzes will only be on the material covered during the period between quizzes.  

Quiz questions will contain information from both lecture and text/readings.  It is important to note that lecture material is designed to review book material as well as elaborate on important concepts.  For this reason, there may be information in lectures not found in the course text that students will be responsible for on exams (i.e. come to class!)

Information about the Projects will be given on a separate handout.
HONOR CODE
Strict adherence to the GMU Honor Code as stated in the GMU catalog is expected and enforced.  

ACCOMMODATION
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All accommodations must be arranged through that Office.

Tentative Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Text Chapters


	Aug- 30

	Syllabus/Project Assignment

Introduction to Physiological Psychology
	
	Sept -06

	HOLIDAY
	No Class

	Sept -13

	Introduction to Biological Psychology

Basic Neuroanatomy
	Chapter 1

Chapter 2

	Sept-14
	LAST DAY TO ADD

	
	Sept -20

	QUIZ #1
IN CLASS PROJECT WORK

	
	Sept -27

	Project Discussion/Questions
Cells of the Nervous System

Psychopharmacology
	Chapter 3

Chapter 4

	Oct-01
	LAST DAY TO DROP
	
	Oct -04

	Psychopharmacology
Substance Abuse
	Chapter 4

	Oct -11

	HOLIDAY 

	No Class

	Oct -12

	QUIZ #2
Genetics of Behavior

Learning and Memory
	Chapter 5

Chapter 12

	Oct -18
	PROJECT PRESENTATIONS

	
	Oct -25

	Lateralization, Language and Intelligence

Emotion, Reward, Aggression and Stress
	Chapter 13

Chapter 14

	Nov -01

	QUIZ #3
Movement
Movement Disorders

	Chapter 8

	Nov -08
	Sensation and Perception: Vision

Non-visual Sensation and Perception
	Chapter 6

Chapter 7

	Nov -15
	QUIZ #4
Sleeping and Waking
	Chapter 11

	Nov -22

	Physiology of Personality

Health Disparities
	http://www.humanmetrics.com/cgi-win/jtypes2.asp & handouts

	Nov -29

	QUIZ #5
Neurological and Psychological Disorders
	Chapter 15

Chapter 16

	Dec -06

	QUIZ #6
Temperature Regulation, Thirst, & Hunger
Sexual Behavior

Review for Final
	Chapter 9

Chapter 10

	Dec -13

	Reading Day 
	No Class

	Dec -20

	FINAL EXAM

	

	
	
	

	
	
	


GRADING
 
	
	Option 1
	Option 2

	A+ 
	719-725 pts
	422-425 pts

	A
	689-718 pts
	404-421 pts

	A-
	653-688 pts
	383-403 pts

	B+
	631-652 pts
	370-382 pts

	B
	609-630 pts
	357-369 pts

	B-
	580-608 pts
	340-356 pts

	C+
	558-579 pts
	327-229 pts

	C 
	537-558 pts
	315-236 pts

	C-
	508-536 pts
	298-314 pts

	D 
	534-507 pts
	255-297 pts

	F  
	<434 pts
	<255 pts


OPTION 1
Quiz 1
……………………….. 
 100 pts


Quiz 2
………………………..   
100 pts


Quiz 3
……………………….. 
100 pts

Quiz 4
………………………..   
100 pts

Quiz 5
………………………..

100 pts

Quiz 6
………………………..
100 pts

Project 
………………………..
100 pts


Participation
………………….
25 pts





TOTAL    
725 pts 
OPTION 2

Final 
………………………..
300 pts


Project 
………………………..
100 pts


Participation
………………….
25 pts





TOTAL    
425 pts 
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