The George Mason University        Department of Psychology        Fall Semester 2010
History and Systems in Psychology

PSYC 465 004    Eric B. Shiraev, Ph.D. E-Mail: eshiraev@gmu.edu 
TR 9:00-10:15 AM; Robinson Hall B113. Office hours: after class, 10:15-10:45, RA 201 or by appointment

PURPOSE & FEATURES: First, psychological science is discussed here as increasingly interdisciplinary. The course emphasizes a complex scientific foundation of psychology stretching over centuries. 

Second, as do few other courses on psychology’s history, this one emphasizes diversity. It has a serious cross-cultural and cross-national focus that emphasizes the global nature of psychology as a research discipline and applied field. Philosophical, cultural, and social traditions of Western and non-Western origins are commonly acknowledged. 

Third, critical thinking becomes a main method of analysis. Emphasis on critical thinking should allow us to retrieve more information from apparently “plain” research data. We will try to deduce facts from opinions and to be informed skeptics.

Next, the course focuses on the interaction between scientific psychology and society in different periods of history. Each lecture contains a brief discussion of the impact of psychology on society and, in reverse, societal influences on psychology. 

Next, the course pays attention to relevance of yesterday’s knowledge to our diverse experiences today. The role of psychology in fields such as medicine, education, training, criminal justice, business, advertising, and entertainment is emphasized.

Finally, the lectures trace psychology’s progressive task. From its earliest days, psychology has a mission to be actively engaged in the social progress and in the development of a new society where science, reason, and care are learned and enthusiastically promoted.

REQUIREMENTS:  four written exams and one term paper.
· The exams(September 30, October 28, November 18, and December 16 (test 4, Thursday, the final)(will consist of short-answer and multiple-choice questions. Practice tests will be available. 
· The term paper (written assignment) is due: December 2 or earlier. The topics for the written assignment and further instructions will be posted and discussed in class. 
Blackboard: Some course-related notes and the required reading assignments are available. You should check the updates frequently. Your test scores will be posted. Check them and report any apparent discrepancies, if necessary, before December 14. Extra Credit: Up to 5 points can be earned and added to your total score for completing an optional research assignment provided by the professor. Deadline: 12/02.
Grading. Tests 1, 2, and 3 are worth 25 points (maximum) each. Test 4 is 15 points (max.).  Paper is 10 points (max).   To receive a(n):     A+ you must earn at least 97 points,   A  you must earn at least  93 points,  A-  you must earn at least  90 points,    B+ you must earn at least 88 points,   B  you must earn at least  83 points,    B-  you must earn at least  80 points,  C+ you must earn at least 78 points,   C  you must earn at least  73 points.  C- you must earn at least  70 points,  D  you must earn at least 60 points.  An A+ grade may not be earned by extra credit work.     

Tests 1-3 grading:   24-25 points=A; 23 points=A-; 22-21=B; 20=B-; 18-19=C; 17=C-; 13-16=D. 
Test 4 Grading:  14-15 points=A; 13=A-; 12=B; 11=B-; 10=C; 9=C-; 7-8=D  One point is earned—if answered correctly—for two multiple choice questions; one point is given for each short-answer question.
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Textbook:  Eric Shiraev (2011) A History of Psychology; A Golbal Perspective. (Publisher: Sage). 
# ISBN-10: 141297383X    # ISBN-13: 978-1412973830 

The text will be avaialble at the GMU boostre after the Labor Day. Meanwhile, the first 

two chapters of the book will be avialble online (additional instructions will be posted).

Student members of the George Mason University must follow the provisions of the Honor Code. They pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. All work submitted to fulfill course requirements is to be solely the product of the individual(s) whose name(s) appears on it. Except with permission of the instructor, no recourse is to be had to projects, papers, lab reports or any other written work previously prepared by another student, and except with permission of the instructor no paper or work of any type submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements of another course may be used a second time to satisfy a requirement of any course in the Department of Psychology. No assistance is to be obtained from commercial organizations, which sell or lease research help or written papers. With respect to all written work as appropriate, proper footnotes and attribution are required. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. The instructor for this course reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.
Course Description

Weeks 1. Chapter 1. Understanding Psychology’s History. What Do We Study? Recurrent Themes. Four Types of Knowledge in Psychology. Scientific Knowledge. Popular Beliefs. Ideology and Values. Legal Knowledge. The Interaction of the Four Types of Knowledge. Society and Psychology’s History. Resources. Social Climate. Academic Tradition. Historiography of Psychology. Peer Review and Significance of Knowledge. Impact and Controversy. Social Prestige and Power. Paying Selective Attention: Gender and Ethnicity. Understanding the History. of Psychology. No Straight Pass. Fragmentation and Standardization. Assessments.
Week 2. Chapter 2. Early Psychological Knowledge. Psychological Knowledge at the Beginning. of Human Civilization. Mesopotamia. Ancient Egypt. Psychological Knowledge in the Civilization of the Greeks. Early Concepts of the Soul. Understanding Cognition. Understanding Basic Emotions and Needs. Understanding Biological Foundations of Human Psychology. Understanding Abnormal Symptoms. Early Views of Health and Social. Psychology. Evaluating the Impact of the Greeks. Psychological Knowledge in India and China: An Introduction to Non-Western Tradition in Psychology. Early Psychological Views in India. Early Psychological Views in China. Psychological Knowledge at the Turn of the First Millennium. The Romans: Psychological Knowledge in Philosophy and Science. The Early Christian Tradition. Further Development of Knowledge in the High Middle Ages (1000–1300s).Restoring Aristotle’s Prestige. Psychological Views in the Early Arab and Muslim Civilization. Assessments.
Week 3. Chapter 3. Psychology During Mid-Millennium Transitions: 15th to the End of the 18th Century. Transitions From the Late 15th to the End of the 18th Century. Renaissance. Reformation. Scientific Revolution. Psychology in Mid-Millennium: What People Knew. Scientific Knowledge. Religion-Based and Folk Knowledge. The Impact of Scholars and Their Theories. Epistemology: Understanding the Psychological Experience. Views of Human Behavior. René Descartes: The Rational Thinker and the Cartesian Tradition. Monism of Benedict Spinoza. Monadology of Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz. Materialism and Empiricism: Thomas Hobbes. The Empiricism and Liberalism of John Locke. George Berkeley: Idealism and Empiricism. Further Development of British Empiricism: David Hume. Development of Associationism: David Hartley. Connecting Rationalism and Empiricism: Immanuel Kant. French Materialism and Enlightenment Materialism of Paul-Henri Thiry. Sensationalism of Condillac. Mechanism of La Mettrie. Moral and Social Development: Voltaire and Rousseau. Assessments.
Weeks 4-5. Chapter 4. Psychology in the Laboratory. Transitions of the 19th Century. Resources and Infrastructure. Social Climate of the 19th Century. Academic Tradition of the 19th Century. What People Knew About Psychology: An Overview. Physiology and Philosophy: Two Academic Schools. The Impact of Mental Philosophy. The Impact of Physiology. Early Measurements in Psychology. Mental Chronometry. First Psychological Laboratories. Germany’s Social Climate. The Wundt Laboratory in Germany. Laboratories in the United States: A Comparative Glance. Educational Curricula. Laboratories Outside Germany and the United States. In the Laboratory: Psychology in Search for Own Identity. Wilhelm Wundt’s Views. Wundt’s Contemporaries: Empirical Psychology. Structuralism in the United States. The American Psychological Association: The Beginnings. Assessments.
                                                                                                                    Test 1. September 30. (Chapters 1-4)
Week 6. Chapter 5. Psychology and the Mass Society at the Beginning of the 20th Century. The Social and Cultural Landscape. Modern Mass Society. Changes in the Social Climate. Advances in Natural and Social Sciences and Their Impact on Psychology. Scientific Discoveries. Utilitarianism and Pragmatism. More psychologists Become Practitioners. Psychology as a Scientific Discipline. What People Knew: Scientific Knowledge. Popular Beliefs. Values. Legal Knowledge. Functionalism. William James’s Views of Psychology. William James’s Psychology as a Practical Discipline. Advancing Functionalism: James Angell. Structuralism and Functionalism: Critical Evaluations. Evolutionary Ideas in Psychology. Evolutionary Theories. General Impact on Psychology. New Fields of Psychology. Studies of Mental Abilities. Child and Educational Psychology. Industrial and Consumer Studies. Psychology of Criminal Behavior. Gender Psychology. Assessments.
Week 7. Chapter 6. Clinical Research and Psychology at the End of the 19th and Beginning of the 20th Century. What People Knew About Mental Illness. Scientific Knowledge. Popular Beliefs. Ideology. Legal Knowledge. Society and Psychopathology. Social Climate and Psychopathology. The Turf Battles. Understanding Mental Illness. Classifications of Mental Illness. Approaches to Mental Illness. Early Attempts at Treatment. Where to Treat? Asylums. How to Treat? First Psychological Clinics and Clinical. Psychologists. Assessments.
Weeks 8-9. Chapter 7. The Birth and Development of the Behaviorist Tradition. The Social Landscape: The Right Time for Behaviorism? Animal Psychology. The Impact of Edward Thorndike. Contributions of the Early Animal Research. Studies of Reflexes. The Work of Ivan Pavlov. Pavlov and His Role in Psychology and Science. Reflexology of Vladimir Bekhterev. Bekhterev’s Impact. The Behaviorism of John Watson. Watson’s Paradoxes. Why Was Watson’s Behaviorism Popular? Assessments.
                                                                                                                 Test 2.  October 28. (Chapters 5-7)
Weeks 10-11.  Chapter 8. The Birth and Development of Psychoanalysis. The Social and Scientific Landscape. Sources of Psychoanalysis. Sigmund Freud and Psychoanalysis. Birth of Psychoanalysis. Development of Psychoanalysis. Advancing Psychoanalysis. Psychoanalysis Reflects on Society. Early Transitions of Psychoanalysis: Alfred Adler. Adler and Freud. Evolution of Adler’s Views. Individual Psychology. Early Transitions of Psychoanalysis: Carl Jung. Freud and Jung. Forming the Ideas. Expanding Theory. Assessments. Attempts to Find a Physiological Foundation. Evolutionary Science Remains Skeptical. Was It an Effective Treatment Method? Methodology Is the Weakest Link.

Week 11. Chapter 9.  The Paths of Gestalt Psychology. The Social Landscape After the Great War. Psychology and Society After the War. Principles of Gestalt Psychology. Main Ideas. Studies of Perception in Gestalt Psychology. Gestalt Principles of Perception. From Perception to Behavior. Advancements of Gestalt Theory. Field Theory of Kurt Lewin. Gestalt Psychology and Applied Problems. The Fate of the Gestalt Psychologists. Assessments.
Week 11-12. Chapter 10. Theoretical and Applied Psychology After the Great War. Society and Psychology. Social Climate and Psychology. The State of Research. Psychological Testing. The Army Testing Project. The Ellis Island Studies. Testing of Schoolchildren. Applied Psychology. Psychology of Development and Cognition. The Theory of Highest Psychological Functions. Developmental Ideas of Jean Piaget. Personality Theories. Traditions and Approaches.

The Trait Tradition. Early Social Psychology. Theories of Social Instincts. Experimental Social Psychology: The Impact of Other People. Theories of Social Judgments. Assessments. 
                                                                                                              Test 3.  November 18.  (Chapters 8-10)
Weeks 13-14. Chapter 11. Behaviorism and Psychoanalysis in the Mid-20th Century: Theoretical and Applied Paths. Further Development of Behaviorism. Attempting the Science of Behavior. Behaviorism According to B. F. Skinner. A Winding Road of Psychoanalysis. Psychoanalysis and Society. Theoretical Expansions: Ego Psychology. Theoretical Expansions: Away From the Libido Concept. Expanding Psychoanalysis Into Social Sciences. Psychoanalysis and the Jews. Overview of Psychoanalysis. Assessment of Behaviorism and Psychoanalysis. Position Within “Mainstream” Science Determinism. Adaptation and Progressivism. Cross-Cultural Applications.

Week 15. Chapter 12. Humanistic and Cognitive Psychology. The Social Landscape. Psychology and Global Developments. Humanistic Psychology. The Roots of Humanistic Psychology. Principles of Humanistic Psychology. Humanistic Psychology of Abraham. Maslow Person-Centered Approach. Assessment of Humanistic Psychology. Cognitive Psychology. Rebirth of the Tradition. Psychology and Cognitive Science. Assessment of Cognitive Psychology.

Week 16. Chapter 16. Focusing on Contemporary Issues. Lesson 1. Psychology Continues to Address Its “Traditional Themes”. The Mind-Body Problem. Biological and Social Factors. Combining Theory and Practice. Lesson 2. Psychology Welcomes Interdisciplinary Science. Studying How People Make Decisions. Lesson 3. Psychology Did Not Abandon Its Established Traditions. Increased Sophistication of Studies. Revisiting Theories and Clarifying Knowledge. Responding to Pseudo-Science. Lesson 4. Psychology Can Correct Its Past Mistakes. Evolutionary Ideas in Psychology. A New Psychoanalysis? Lesson 5. Psychology Remains a Progressive Science.

                                                                                                 Test 4.  The Final. December 16.  (Chapters 11-13)
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