PSYC-465-005, Fall 2010, T/H 12:00-1:15p

Robinson Hall B111


SYLLABUS


PSYCHOLOGY 465-005: HISTORY & SYSTEMS

Instructor:  Dr. Tyler Shaw

Office: 2059 David King Hall
Phone: 993-5187

E-mail: tshaw4@gmu.edu

Office Hours: T/H 1:30p-2:30p
Course Description: 
The goal of the course is to provide a historical perspective that enhances your understanding of the field of psychology. We will examine how contemporary theories of psychology originated and developed. Particular emphasis will be placed on the philosophic and scientific origins of many of the long-standing debates and issues in psychology, with respect to how those issues arose over the course of human inquiry before psychology was founded as an independent scientific discipline, and how these age old debates are embodied in contemporary psychology. The primary instructional method for the course will be lecture.

Reading Assignments: 
It is essential that you complete the required readings before class; otherwise you may not understand the lectures. Textbook reading assignments will be made, but on occasion, you may be asked to read supplemental or original source material. If you do not have time to do the readings it is unlikely that you will perform well in this class. A reading schedule accompanies this syllabus.


Required Text:  Hergenhahn, B. R. (2009). An introduction to the history of psychology (6th 
ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 

Grading & Evaluation:
Your course grade will be based upon class participation (which may include attendance, unannounced quizzes, participation in discussions) two exams (midterm and final, primarily multiple choice format), and a term paper. Each of these will contribute the following percentage toward your final grade:


Participation/quizzes/homework: 15%

Paper: 15%

Midterm: 30%


Final: 40%
Grading scale: I use a 10-point grading system (e.g., 90-100 = A, 80-89 = B, etc.) with +/- (e.g., 79.5-82 = B-, 88-89.49= B+, etc.).
Term Paper: You are required to write a 4-6 page paper about either a critical figure’s views/ideas, or a particular period throughout the history of psychology.  The Hergenhahn text can NOT be used as a reference; you must find another text and/or original source material to write this paper.  You select the figure or time period in the history of psychology and submit it along with a paragraph explaining your choice by October 21st. Guidelines for the paper and grading will be discussed in class. The term paper will count as 15% of your grade. 
FINAL EXAM:

The final will be held on Thursday 12/16, 10:30 am – 1:15 pm, in accordance with the University’s final examination calendar.

Make-up exams:
If you miss the midterm or final, a well documented excuse is needed to take a make-up exam.  Make-up exams will not be multiple choice but instead will consist of short answer and essay questions. If you can avoid missing an exam, it will definitely be to your benefit to do so. If you miss a quiz, you cannot make it up.
Extra credit:
Extra credit may be obtained by participating in experiments sponsored by the Psychology Department. Each hour of extra credit will raise your final grade by 0.5%. Students may receive up to 3 additional percent (3%) in their final grade (6 hours max). However, participation in experiments is not a course requirement, and non-participation will not reduce the final grade. Other extra credit opportunities may arise during the quarter. Topics, point value, and dates/times will be arranged later.

Other Policies:

Technology:
All posted materials for the class will be accessible through the course’s Blackboard website.  Resource materials, as well as PowerPoint presentations, will be accessible through Blackboard.  NOTE: My willingness to post PowerPoint presentations is in no way a substitute for course attendance.  You are responsible for all supplemental notes and details that accompany the PowerPoint presentations. To access Blackboard, go to https://gmu.blackboard.com and log on with your email account information.
Special needs:

Every effort will be made to accommodate students with a disability or special needs.  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
University Honor policy: 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated.  I will deal with academic dishonesty in accordance with George Mason University’s Student Code of Conduct. I recommend that you familiarize yourself with the policies set forth by GMU. The instructor for this course reserves 
the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.
Important Dates:

Last day to add course: September 14

Last day to drop: October 1

Class Schedule

Psychology 465-005
Fall 2010

[image: image1.emf]Week  Topic Reading Assignment

1 Aug 31 Chapter 1

Sep  2

2 Sep 7 Chapter 2

Sep 9 Chapter 3

3 Sep 14 Chapter 3

Sep 16 Chapter 4

4 Sep 21 Chapter 5

Sep 23 Chapter 6 

5 Sep 28 Chapter 7

Sep 30

6 Oct 5 Chapter 8

Oct 7 Chapter 9

7 Oct 12

Oct 14 Chapter 9

8 Oct 19

Oct 21 Chapter 10

9 Oct 26 Chapter 11

Oct 28 Chapter 12

10 Nov 2 Chapter 13

Nov 4 Chapter 14

11 Nov 9 Chapter 20

Nov 11 Chapter 19

12 Nov 16 Chapter 15

Nov 18 Chapter 15 & 16

13 Nov 23 Chapter 16

Nov 25

14 Nov 30 Chapter 17

Dec 2 Chapter 18

15 Dec 7 Chapter 21

Dec 9

Voluntarism and Structuralism 

Course introduction

Ancient Greeks

Romans- Dark Ages in Europe

Scholasticism

Descartes

Empiricism-Sensationalism

Rationalism

The Romantics & Existentialism

Class Cancelled

Rise of Scientific Psychology

Psychopathology & Psychoanalysis

Columbus Day Recess_ CLASS 

Early Approaches to Psychology (test review)

Midterm (Chapters 1 - 9)

Darwin's Influence (

paper topics approved

)

Functionalism

Behaviorism

Neobehaviroism

Gestalt Psychology

The Cognitive Revolution

Neuroscientific Approaches

Psychopathology  (

TERM PAPER DUE

)

DEC 16: FINAL EXAM 10:30A- 1:15P

Freud

Thanksgiving recess_ CLASS CANCELLED

Early alternatives to Psychoanalysis 

Humanism

Contemporary Psychology

Cont. Psych (cont.) and Final exam Review



Note: This syllabus, including the class schedule, is subject to possible modification. Any changes in the course will be announced as soon as is possible.
Sheet1



										Week 				Topic								Reading Assignment

										1		Aug 31		Course introduction								Chapter 1

												Sep  2

										2		Sep 7		Ancient Greeks								Chapter 2

												Sep 9		Romans- Dark Ages in Europe								Chapter 3

										3		Sep 14		Scholasticism								Chapter 3

												Sep 16		Descartes								Chapter 4

										4		Sep 21		Empiricism-Sensationalism								Chapter 5

												Sep 23		Rationalism								Chapter 6 

										5		Sep 28		The Romantics & Existentialism								Chapter 7

												Sep 30		Class Cancelled

										6		Oct 5		Rise of Scientific Psychology								Chapter 8

												Oct 7		Voluntarism and Structuralism 								Chapter 9

										7		Oct 12		Columbus Day Recess_ CLASS CANCELLED

												Oct 14		Early Approaches to Psychology (test review)								Chapter 9

										8		Oct 19		Midterm (Chapters 1 - 9)

												Oct 21		Darwin's Influence (paper topics approved)								Chapter 10

										9		Oct 26		Functionalism								Chapter 11

												Oct 28		Behaviorism								Chapter 12

										10		Nov 2		Neobehaviroism								Chapter 13

												Nov 4		Gestalt Psychology								Chapter 14

										11		Nov 9		The Cognitive Revolution								Chapter 20

												Nov 11		Neuroscientific Approaches								Chapter 19

										12		Nov 16		Psychopathology  (TERM PAPER DUE)								Chapter 15

												Nov 18		Psychopathology & Psychoanalysis								Chapter 15 & 16

										13		Nov 23		Freud								Chapter 16

												Nov 25		Thanksgiving recess_ CLASS CANCELLED

										14		Nov 30		Early alternatives to Psychoanalysis 								Chapter 17

												Dec 2		Humanism								Chapter 18

										15		Dec 7		Contemporary Psychology								Chapter 21

												Dec 9		Cont. Psych (cont.) and Final exam Review

												DEC 16: FINAL EXAM 10:30A- 1:15P






