Psychology 592/892 Infancy Fall 2010


George Mason University

Psychology 592/892: Infancy

Fall 2010: Mondays 4:30-7:10, Science and Technology I 127

Dr. Rachel Chazan Cohen

Office hours: Monday 3-4 Aquia Building room 337 (703-993-5212) & by appointment

e-mail: rachelcc@gmail.com
Course Description: This class will cover the developmental period from birth to age three and the major developmental domains (neurological, perception, cognition, language, emotion, and social development) while focusing on the family context and the parent-child relationship as the proximal environment within which development occurs. We will discuss theoretical, methodological, and applied issues such as interventions and policies for infants and their families. The course is designed as a seminar in which graduate student scholars prepare for each class by reviewing the readings in depth and preparing to discuss issues, ask questions, and apply what they have learned. 

Format and requirements: 

· This course is designed to be a discussion-based seminar and thus reliant on all participants. It is imperative that everyone come to class prepared to participate. The first 20 minutes of class will be devoted to small group discussions (the group will remain constant throughout the semester) based on the readings. Each class will include a discussion of a real world application of the week’s topic. 
· Each week students will prepare a brief list of themes/issues/questions across the readings that strike you as interesting, as well as your reactions to the material, either theory or empirical. For example: Are there parts of an argument in a chapter or article that especially appeals to you or that you disagree with? Are the measures and research design appropriate for the questions being studied? Are the conclusions justified? How can this information be applied, either in early interventions or in educational/child care settings? These pieces will be the bases of the group discussions and will be turned in at the end of each class. Three times per semester (students can choose what weeks), students will extend these into brief (2-3 pages) thought pieces. 
· The final project will be the proposal of an intervention (prevention, intervention for a specific disorder, curriculum, or community level intervention) for infants and toddlers as well as an evaluation. The 20-25 double-spaced page paper will be evaluated on the basis of the theoretical framework and the justification for the intended population, type of intervention, evaluation design, and proposed measures. An abstract (1 page) will be submitted by October 18. Each student should schedule an individual meeting with me to discuss their project. Students will give a brief (10 minute) presentation on their project in the last class. The final project will include (a) 1 page abstract; (b) description of planned intervention and targets for intervention; (c) literature review that provides rationale for intervention; (d) the proposed research design including measures (e) a brief results section that states the hypotheses and tells how the data will be analyzed.
Evaluation: 

Participation and weekly brief response to readings


30%

3 reaction papers 






20%

Intervention plan (abstract and full paper) 



50%

All students must adhere to the university honor policy. If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 

Text & Readings: 

Lamb, M. E., Bornstein, M. H.,  & Teti, D. M. (2002).  Development in infancy:  An introduction.  NY: McGraw-Hill. Many of the additional readings are related to when normative development goes awry and others are evaluations of interventions. 
August 30: Introduction and Theories of Infant Development 
September 13: Prenatal and Neonatal Development 

Chapter 4 of text  

Cole, J. G. (1996). Intervention strategies for infants with prenatal drug exposure. Infants and Young Children, 8(3 ), 35-39.

DiPietro, J.A., Novak, M.F.S., Costigan, K.A., Atella, L.D., & Reusing, S.P. (2006).  Maternal psychological distress during pregnancy in relation to child development at age two.  Child Development, 77, 573-587.

Field, T., Hernandex-Reif, M., and Freedman, J. (2004). Stimulation Programs for Preterm Infants. SRCD Social Policy Report, 18(1).
Minde, K. (2000).  Prematurity and serious medical conditions in infancy: Implications for development and intervention. In C. H. Zeanah (Ed.), Handbook of infant mental health.  NY: Guilford. (pp. 176-194).
September 20: Research Methods (guest lecture) 
Chapters 1 & 3 in text 

Huston, A. C. (2005). Connecting the Science of Child Development to Public Policy. SRCD Social Policy Report, 19(4). 
Remember: last day to add is September 14

September 27: Cultural context

Chapter 2 of text 

Bornstein, M. (1991). Approaches to parenting in culture.  In M. H. Bornstein (Ed.), Cultural approaches to parenting (pp. 3-19).  Hillside, NJ: LEA.

Gartstein, M. A., Knyazev, G. A., & Slobodskaya, H. R. (2005). Cross-cultural differences in the structure of infant temperament: United States of America (U.S.) and Russia.  Infant Behavior and Development, 28, 54-61.
Lewis, M. (2000).  The cultural context of infant mental health: The developmental niche of infant-caregiver relationships.  In C. Zeanah (Ed.), Handbook of Infant Mental Health, (91-107). New York: Guilford.
Lynch, E. W., & Hanson, M. J.  (1993).  Changing demographics:  Implications for training in early intervention.  Infants and Young Children, 6, 50-55.

October 4: The Infant Brain and Nervous System 
Chapter 5 of text, through page 160

Hiscock, H. and Wake, M. (2002). Randomised controlled trial of behavioural infant sleep intervention to improve infant sleep and maternal mood. British Medical Journal, 324, pp. 1-6.

Nelson, C.A., & Bosquet, M. (2000) Neurobiology of fetal and infant development: Implications for infant mental health. In C. H. Zeanah (Ed.), Handbook of infant mental health.  NY: Guilford. (pp. 37-59).

Remember: last day to drop is October 1

October 12 (Tuesday): Perception and Sensorimotor Development 

Chapter 5, pp. 160-165 and chapter 6 of text

Aslin, R. N. (1987).  Visual and auditory development in infancy.  In J. Osofsky (Ed.), Handbook of infant development (pp. 5-97).  NY: Wiley.

Blackwell, P. L. (2000). The influence of touch on child development: implications for intervention. Infants and Young Children, 13 (1), 25-39.

Ribaudo, J. and Glovak, S. Becoming whole: Combining Infant Mental Health and Occupational Therapy on behalf of a toddler with sensory integration difficulties and his family. In J.J. Shirilla and D.J. Weatherston (Eds) Case Studies in Infant Mental Health: Risk, Resilience, and Relationships (pp. 85-103). Washington, DC: Zero To Three Press. 

Williams, C., Northstone, K., Harrad, R.A., Sparrow, J.M., and Harvey, I. (2002) Amblyopia treatment outcomes after screening before or at age 3 years: follow up from randomised trial. British Medical Jounral, 324, pp. 1-5.

October 18: Parent-Child Relationship and Attachment  

Chapter 11 of text

Karen, R. (1990). Becoming attached.  The Atlantic Monthly, 266, 35-70.

Lieberman, A.F., Weston, D.R., & Pawl , J.H. (1991).  Preventive intervention and outcome with anxiously attached dyads.  Child Development, 62, pp. 199-209.

McDonough, S.C. (2000). Interaction Guidance: An approach for difficult to engage families. In C. Zeanah (Ed.), Handbook of infant mental health (pp.485-494). New York: Guilford.

Nylen, K.J., Moran, T.E., Franklin, C.L., & O’Hara, M.W. (2006).  Maternal depression: A review of relevant treatment approaches for mothers and infants.  Infant Mental Health Journal, 27, 327-343.

October 25: Emotional Development and Temperament   (Abstract due) 

Chapter 10 of text

Crockenberg, S., & Leerkes, E.  (2000) Infant social and emotional development in family context. In C. Zeanah (Ed.), Handbook of infant mental health (pp.60-90). New York: Guilford.
Roth-Hanania, R., Busch-Rossnagel, N., Higgins-D'Alessandro, A. (2000). Development  of self and empathy in early infancy: implications for atypical development. Infants and Young Children, 13 (1), 1-14.

Sturm, L.  (2004).  Temperament in early childhood: A primer for the perplexed.  Zero to Three, 24, 4-11.

Warren, H.K., Denham, S.A., and Bassett, H.H. (2008). The Emotional Foundations of Social Understanding. Zero to Three, 28 (5)
November 1: Development of Communication and Language 
Chapter 9 of text

Fernald, A. (1989).  Intonation and communication in mothers’ speech to infants: Is the melody the message?  Child Development, 60, 1497-1510.

Morriset, C. E., Barnard, K. E., Greenberg, M. T., Booth, C. L., & Spieker, S. J., (1990).  Environmental influences on early language development:  The context of social risk.  Development and Psychopathology, 2, 127-149.

Raikes, H., Luze, G., Brooks-Gunn, J., Raikes, H., Pan, B., Tamis-LeMonda, C., et al. (2006). Mother-Child Bookreading in Low-Income Families: Correlates and Outcomes During the First Three Years of Life. Child Development, 77, 924-953.
November 8: Cognitive and Intellectual Development   

Chapters 7 & 8 of text 

Anderson, D. R., & Evans, M.K. (2001).  Peril and potential of media for infants and toddlers.  Zero to Three, 22, 10-16.

Christakis, D.A. (2009). The effects of infant media usage: what do we know and what should we learn? Acta Pædiatrica, 98, pp. 8–16.
van IJzendoorn, M.H., Dijkstra, J., & Bus, A.G. (1995). Attachment, intelligence, and language: A meta-analysis. Social Development, 4, 115-128.

November 15: Assessment

Egger, H.L. and Angold, A. (2009). Classification of Psychopathology in Early Childhood. In C. Zeanah (Ed.), Handbook of infant mental health (pp.285-300). New York: Guilford.
Gilliam, W.S., & Mayes, L.C. (2000).  Developmental assessment of infants and toddlers. In C. H.  Zeanah (Ed.), Handbook of infant mental health (pp. 236-248).  NY: Guilford.

Zeanah, C.H., Larrieu, J.A., Heller, S.S., & Valliere, J. (2000).  Infant-parent relationship assessment. In C. Zeanah (Ed.), Handbook of infant mental health (pp.222-235). New York: Guilford.

November 22: Environmental risk and poverty 
Goldman, L.R. (2005).  Child health and the environment: A review of the evidence.  Zero to Three, 26, 11-19.

Knitzer, J., & Perry, D.F. (2009).  Poverty and infant and toddler development: Facing the complex challenges.  In C. Zeanah (Ed.), Handbook of Infant Mental Health (pp. 135-152).  NY: Guilford.

Love, J., Kisker, E.E., Ross, C., Raikes, H., Constantine, J., Boller, K., Brooks-Gunn, J., Chazan-Cohen, R., Tarullo, L. B., Schochet, P.Z., Brady-Smith, C., Fuligni, A. S., Paulsell, D., & Vogel, C. (2005). The effectiveness of Early Head Start for 3-year-old children and their parents. Developmental Psychology, 41 (6), 885-901.
November 29: Longitudinal Outcomes of Early Development
Martin, A., Brooks-Gunn, J., Klebanov, P., Buka, S.L., & McCormick, M.C. (2007). Long-term maternal effects of early childhood intervention: Findings from the Infant Health and Development Program (IHDP). Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 29, 101- 117.
McCall, R. B., & Carriger, M. S. (1993).  A meta-analysis of infant habitation and recognition memory performance as predictors of later IQ.  Child Development, 64, 57-79.

O’Connor, T.G.  (2006). The persisting effects of early experience on psychological development.  In D. Cicchetti & D.J. Cohen (Eds.), Developmental Psychopathology (pp. 202-234).  New York: Wiley.

Olds, D.L. (2006). The Nurse-Family Partnership: An evidence-based preventive intervention. Infant Mental Health Journal, 27, 5-25.
Salyers, T. (2001). Neurons, neighborhoods, and non-professional audiences: Offering the public an integrated view of the science of early childhood development. Zero to Three, 21, 35-39.
Waters, E., Merrick, S., Treboux, D., Crowell, J., & Albersheim, L. (2000).  Attachment security in infancy and early adulthood: A twenty-year longitudinal study.  Child Development, 71, 684-689.
December 6: Brief Class presentations of final projects 

Chapter 12 of text

