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Date


Topic





Assignment

Jan 
23

Introduction 



Modules 1, 2

25

Methods



Modules 2,3

30

Neuroscience



Module 3
Feb 
1

Neuroscience



Module 4
Feb 
6

Developmental



Modules 8, 9

8

Developmental



Modules 9. 10

13

Sensation/Perception


Modules 12, 13

15

Quiz I

20

Consciousness



Modules 18, 20

22

Consciousness; Learning

Modules 20, 21




27

Learning



Modules 21, 22
Mar
1

Memory



Modules 24, 25, 26
Mar 
6

Memory



Modules 27, 28

8

Language and Intelligence

Modules 29, 31
Mar 
13

SPRING BREAK; NO CLASS


15

SPRING BREAK; NO CLASS

Mar 
20

Intelligence 



Modules 32, 33

22

Quiz II

27

Motivation and Emotion


Modules 34, 38

29

Emotion, Stress and Health

Modules 38, 41
April 
3 

Stress and Health


Modules 41, 42

5

Personality



Modules 44, 45

10

Psychological Disorders


Modules 47, 48


12

Psychological Disorders


Modules 49, 50

17

Psychological Disorders


Module 51


19

Therapies



Module 52

24

Therapies



Modules 52, 53

26

Quiz III
May
1

Social Psyc



Modules  55, 56

3

Social Psychology


Modules 57, 85
May 10:  Final examination, 1030 AM, this room
COURSE GOALS.  This course surveys many different subareas within Psychology.  A focus is on how biological factors, perceptions and expectations, and learning influence many different aspects of behavior. To successfully complete this course, you must be able to answer factual questions about behavior, use your knowledge to draw conclusions from new data, interpret psychological data, and apply psychological principles to new situations. 

GRADES: There will be four multiple choice exams (including the final exam).  The first three are not cumulative, but the final IS cumulative. Your lecture grade will be the average of your BEST THREE of the four; that is, your lowest grade will be dropped.  If you miss an exam for any reason, ranging from oversleeping to your own death, that will be the exam dropped; THERE WILL BE NO MAKEUPS.  However, if you are satisfied with your grade after the first three exams, you may omit the final.  The lecture grade will constitute 90% of your course grade, with grades from discussion instructors forming the remainder of the course grade. Answers must be on scantrons, which you must purchase at the bookstore.  The ‘drop the lowest’ feature is intended to deal with all problems concerning exams, so do not arrange your schedule to be out of town at the time of a scheduled exam.
Discussion sections:  This class meets the same number of hours each week as the sections without discussion sections.  Each lecture is shorter to allow time for the discussion sections.  In discussion, you will have more opportunity for question and answer, and discussion sections will present some information not covered in lecture or the text.  I will include questions on exams regarding material covered in discussion sections, and 10% of the course grade will be based on attendance/participation in discussion.  Discussion syllabi will be distributed in each section.
EXPERIMENTAL PARTICIPATION: Each student is required to accumulate seven hours of credit for participation as a subject in psychology experiments. Alternate experiences (attending lectures on psychology experiments) may be substituted.  This is a course requirement, just as much as the exams.  Failure to participate will result in a 2% reduction in the course grade for EACH hour short of the required seven.  You must sign up for experiments at http://experimetrix2/com/GMU/.  This site also has instructions on signing up, locations/times of experiments, and penalties for not showing up for a scheduled experiment, and I suggest visting it at the beginning of the semester to learn its features.  Plan to complete this requirement early in the semester, as there are often not enough slots for the many people who try to wait until the last moment. 

HONOR CODE: Your exam performance must be your own work, but you may use any means you like to learn the material.  I encourage studying in groups.  Taping lectures is permitted. No written material may be used during exams.  Sending or receiving any electronic communication during an exam will result in a grade of zero on that exam, so the penalty for accidentally leaving your cell phone on would be to lock you into a cumulative final exam that you otherwise might opt out of.
Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Accomodations must be arranged in advance – we are not permitted to adjust your grade or make alternate test arrangements if you request accommodation after doing poorly on an exam.
Attendance:  Attendance is required.  Some of the materials discussed in class cannot be found in your text, and will be covered on exams.  If you must miss a class, please arrange with a classmate to get notes [I cannot provide notes for those who are absent].  While in class, cell phones must be turned off.  If you are late arriving, must leave early, or have potential emergencies which you might have to respond to, please sit near an exit to minimize disturbance for the rest of the class.
Technology usage statement:  Important announcements and study questions will be distributed by email, and you are required to check your Mason email account to receive these [and to keep your mailbox maintained so that messages will not be rejected for over quota].  You must sign up for required experiments/alternatives through the Experimetrix website.  Lecture materials will not be distributed electronically.

