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PSYC 211-004, Developmental Psychology

Spring 2007

Wed. 7:20-10:00 p.m.  S&T II: Lecture Hall 7
Instructor: Nathan A. Tatro 

E-mail address: ntatro@gmu.edu (best way to reach me) 

Office: David King Hall, room 1026 

Phone: (703) 993-4097 

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 5:00 – 7:00 and by appointment

Required Text:
Berk, L. E. (2007). Development through the lifespan, fourth edition. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. (ISBN: 0-205-49125-1) 

Course Objectives

Psychology is the study of human behavior and cognition. Developmental Psychology thus broadens the scope of these basic psychological interests by further investigating psychological phenomena within the contexts of human cognitive, physiological, emotional, and social development from the moment of conception until death.

 
The main goal of this course is to provide students with a general introduction to developmental psychology.  The text and lectures emphasize a multidirectional and multidimensional perspective of lifespan development, underscoring how various transactive forces experienced in everyday life continually recreate who we are and who we will become. 


Additionally, students should be able to apply knowledge gained in this course to events in the “everyday world.”  For example, students should be able postulate the reasons as to why a 5 year old cries on the first day of kindergarten, or why some elderly individuals are able to finish college degrees at age 80, whereas others live-out their final days in nursing homes.

 
The ultimate goal of this course is to foster students’ critical thinking skills.  Developmental psychology bridges the intellectual gaps between numerous academic fields, from sociology, anthropology, nursing, biology, philosophy and beyond. Thus, any critical thinking skills that students gain or refine in this course will enable them to analyze information—originating both within academia and from the popular media—and to evaluate its validity and rationality.
Policies 

· As exams will include material not covered in the textbook, all students are expected to attend lecture regularly.  
· All students should complete a substantial amount of the assigned reading prior to lecture, as class participation is expected, encouraged, and rewarded. 
·  No in-class extra-credit opportunities or other assignments may be made-up.
Honor Code
Students are expected to be familiar with and to abide by the GMU Honor Policy. All work must be your own.  Students should be advised that the honor code specifically applies to and has enforced disciplinary procedures for: Plagiarism, lying (to administration or faculty) or falsifying documents, cheating or attempted cheating, and stealing. Please review the honor code:  http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm 

Disabilities Resources
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please 1) see me and 2) contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 

Exams 

Exams will cover both in class lectures, videos, and readings from the text. The three mid-term exams and the final exam will be comprised primarily of multiple-choice questions. Therefore students must bring scantrons to all exams (which can be purchased at the GMU bookstore). Students are required to take all exams and no make-up exams will be given; however, the lowest mid-term exam grade (i.e., from either exam 1, 2, 3,) will be dropped (NOTE: THE FINAL EXAM MAY NOT BE DROPPED). If a student misses an exam (for any reason) this will count for the dropped exam grade. All students must bring a valid photo ID to the exam.

Exams 1, 2, 3, and the final exam will cover the chapters denoted in the class-by-class outline below.  The final exam will focus mainly on course material covered during the classes indicated below. However, students are expected to demonstrate basic knowledge of developmental psychology learned throughout the semester on the final exam, as some cumulative information will be included.  Each exam is worth 100 points. 

1. Grading Scale:

93-100

= A



90-92

= A-



87-89

= B+



83-86

= B



80-82

= B-

77-79

= C+

73-76

= C

70-72 

= C-
67-69

= D+
63-66

= D
60-62

= D-

Below 60 
= F

	Date
	Assignment
	Description

	01/23
	------
	Syllabus, Chapter 1

	01/30
	Ch. 2.3
	Bio-environmental foundations; Development from conception to birth

	02/06
	Ch. 4,5
	Physical & cognitive development in infancy and toddlerhood

	02/13
	------
	EXAM I (Ch. 1-5)

	02/20
	Ch. 6,7
	Social-emotional development in infancy & toddlerhood; Physical & cognitive development in early childhood

	02/27
	Ch. 8,9
	Social-emotional development in early childhood; Physical & cognitive development in middle childhood

	03/06
	------
	EXAM II (Ch. 6-9)

	03/13
	------
	NO CLASSES – SPRING BREAK! [image: image1.wmf]

	03/20
	Ch. 10, 11
	Social-emotional development in middle childhood; Physical & cognitive development in adolescence

	03/27
	Ch. 12, 13
	Social-emotional development in adolescence; Physical and cognitive development in early adulthood 

	04/03
	------
	EXAM III (10-13)

	04/10
	Ch. 14, 15
	Social-emotional development in early adulthood; physical and cognitive development in middle adulthood

	04/17
	Ch. 16, 17
	Social-emotional development in middle adulthood; physical and cognitive development in late adulthood

	04/24
	Ch. 18
	Social-emotional development in late adulthood 

	05/01
	Ch. 19
	Death & dying; FINAL EXAM REVIEW SESSION

	05/08
	------
	7:30 p.m.-10:15 p.m. (  FINAL EXAM (Ch. 14-19)


