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CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

Instructor: Koraly Pérez-Edgar, PhD
Class Days: Tuesdays, Thursdays

Office:  David King 2050
Class Time: 1:30-2:45

Phone: 703-993-9366
Location: Innovation Hall 222

E-mail: kperezed@gmu.edu
Office Hours: 11:00-12:00 

Tuesdays & Thursdays



Or by appointment

COURSE READINGS

The readings for this course will be based on original research or review articles in the psychological literature.  The readings are noted below and can be accessed through the WebCT website for the course.

Suggested Readings
  Berk, L.E. (2006). Infants, children, and adolescents (7th Edition). Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course examines the theoretical approaches to and empirical studies of physical, psychological and social development from conception to puberty. The course begins with an introduction to the field of developmental psychology.  We will then examine development from infancy through adolescence across three broad areas of study (1) Biological and Physical Development, (2) Cognitive Development, and (3) Social and Emotional Development. Students completing the course will:

1) Gain a basic understanding of the major theories that underlie the study of child growth and development.

2) Be able to relate physical, cognitive, emotional, and social development to each other.

3) Be able to apply developmental theories to different contexts, including the education environment.

4) Be able to demonstrate his or her knowledge through clear and informative writing.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1) Weekly reading and participation in class discussion:  Participation in class is essential to both learning the material and succeeding in the course.  Students are responsible for reading all material before class and participating in discussion.  Class participation will be worth 10 points to the final grade.
2) Exams:  Three (3) in-class exams will be given through the semester.  While exam questions are based on material from lectures, assigned readings, class films, and discussions, exams are heavily oriented to lecture material.  In addition, the professor will distribute a reading the week before the exam that will serve as the basis of one to two short essay questions.
3) Psychological Debates:  Students will be given a list of current debates in the field of psychology (see end of syllabus).  Students will select one debate and review two articles, one taking each side of the debate.  Students will then summarize the issues in the debate and note which perspective they find more compelling and why, in a brief 4-5 page paper.  Students may refer to other class readings or journal articles from the broader literature in order to support their point of view.  

4) Review Paper:  Students will be asked to review the current literature on a developmental topic of interest and compare/contrast the discussion of the topic within the research literature and its eventual implementation in the wider realm, such as the classroom, public policy, or parenting.  Papers should be 10 to 15 pages in length (Times New Roman 12-point font). In the lead-up to the final paper, students will submit two assignments:  

a. The first will be a 1-2 paragraph synopsis of the topic chosen.  

b. The second will be an extensive outline of the topic, including an annotated bibliography of at least 6 references.  

c. Students will also make a 15 to 20-minute presentation on the topic at hand.  The presentation will consist of a well-synthesized synopsis of the paper topic.  Students are allowed to work in groups of 4 in preparing both the review paper and the presentation.  The various parts of the presentation must contribute to a comprehensive overview of the topic with smooth transitions between presenters in the group.

d. Presentation content will appear in the final exam.  

5) Movie Critiques:  Students will be given a list of developmentally themed movies on WebCT.  Students will be allowed to choose two movies to view and will be asked to briefly (1-2 pages) describe how the movie relates to the topics discussed in class using the format found on the website.  Students will turn in their movie notes along with the brief critique.  The critiques can be turned in at any point in the semester up until the last day of class.

CLASS WEBSITE

WebCT will be used for you to access course materials such as the syllabus, assignment documents, class power point slides, etc.  In addition, students can use WebCT to interact with classmates concerning class topics and assignments.  Students must use a Mason e-mail account in order to access WebCT.  To access the class website go to WebCT:https://webct41.gmu.edu/webct/public/home.pl.  Your Mason email user name and password also serve as your username and password for WebCT.  

GRADING PROCEDURE

Measure
Number
Points
Total Points

Exams
3
30
90

Review Paper
1
50
50


Topic Summary
1
10
10


Paper Outline
1
15
15

Review Presentation
1
30
30

Psychological Debate
1
25
25

Movie Critiques
2
10
20

Class Participation

10
10

TOTAL


250

GRADING SCALE


Point Range
Grade
Point Range
Grade

232-250
A
182-191
C


225-231
A-
175-181
C-


217-224
B+
167-174
D+


207-216
B
157-166
D


200-206
B-
150-156
D-


192-199
C+
  < 149
F

CLASS POLICIES

1) Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty consists of cheating, fabricating, facilitating academic dishonesty, and plagiarism.  Instances of this include submitting someone else’s work as your own, submitting your own work from another class, and failing to cite information properly.  Academic dishonesty in any form will NOT be tolerated and any sign of dishonesty will be reported to the appropriate University officials.  Students should refer to the University (http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html) for more information.

2) Late Assignments or Missed Exams: All students are required to take the exams as scheduled.  Make-up exams are given ONLY for excused absences as defined in the Undergraduate Catalog.  Documentation is required and notification of your absence must be received by 9 AM on the morning of the exam.  Any necessary make-ups should be scheduled within one week of the missed exam.

3) Special Needs: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center 
(DRC; 222 Student Union I) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

4) Religious Observances:  Students will not be penalized in any way for participation in religious observances.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact me prior to the absence to arrange for make-up work or examination.

COURSE SCHEDULE

	DATE
	TOPIC
	READING

	January 23
	Introduction & Course Overview
	

	
	THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
	

	January 25
	History and Theory of Developmental Psychology
	Ch 1 Berk

	January 30
	Research Strategies
	Ch 2 Berk

	February 1
	Biological & Environmental Foundation
	

	
	PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
	

	February 6
	Prenatal Development
	Ch 3 Berk

	February 8
	The Newborn

Review Paper Topic Due
	Ch 4 Berk

	February 13
	Infancy
	Ch 4 Berk

	February 15
	Toddlerhood 
	Ch 5 Berk

	February 20
	Early & Middle Childhood
	Ch 5 Berk

	February 22
	Adolescence
	Ch 5 Berk

	February 27
	EXAM 1
	

	
	COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT
	

	March 1
	General Theories of Cognitive Development
	Ch 6 Berk

	March 6
	General Theories of Cognitive Development

Psychological Debate Paper Due
	Ch 7 Berk

	March 8
	Infancy
	

	March 20
	Toddlerhood
	Ch 9 Berk

	March 22
	Early and Middle Childhood
	Ch 8 Berk

	March 27
	Adolescence

Review Paper Outline & 

Bibliography Due
	

	March 29
	NO CLASS TODAY
	

	April 3
	EXAM 2
	

	
	EMOTIONAL & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
	

	April 5
	Infancy 
	Ch 14 Berk

	April 10
	Toddlerhood
	Ch 10 Berk

	April 12
	Early Childhood
	Ch 11 Berk

	April 17
	Middle Childhood
	Ch 12, 15 Berk

	April 19
	Adolescence
	Ch 13, 15 Berk

	April 24
	Emerging Adulthood
	

	
	REVIEW PRESENTATIONS
	

	April 26
	Presentation Day 1
	

	May 1
	Presentation Day 2
	

	May 3
	Presentation Day 3

Review Paper Due
	


� The textbook for this class is not required but some students may find it to be a helpful reference as we progress through the course.  This book edition or earlier additions may be available for reasonable rates online
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