
CHILD PSYCHOLOGY
Psychology 313 (004)

Dr. Jennifer Levitas

Spring 2007
Class Meetings: Thursday evenings, 7:20 pm
Class Location: Robinson Hall, B118
Office: Enterprise, room 80
e-mail: gofossil@verizon.net 

Phone: 571.435.7193
Office Hours: Thursdays, 10:00-11:00
Note: E-mail is the best way to get in touch with me.  I check my e-mail messages frequently, so please use this medium of communication whenever possible.

Required Text: The Developing Child, Eleventh Edition

Author: Helen Bee and Denise Boyd
Recommended: The Study Guide to accompany the Developing Child.

To receive credit for this course you must:

-complete three out of four EXAMS

-complete two class PROJECTS

EXAMS
Exams consist entirely of multiple choice questions.  The first three exams are not cumulative, but the final is cumulative.  Your lowest exam grade will be dropped.  Thus, if you are happy with your grades on the first three exams, you may choose to skip the final.  If you miss one exam for ANY REASON, that is the exam that will be dropped, thus there will be no makeups.  No exceptions.  Exam material will be drawn from the text and lectures.  Please bring a blue or green scantron sheet and a number two pencil to all exams.

PROJECTS
I will email you a packet of project options.  There are three "at-home" projects, and four "investigative" projects.  You must choose one of each.  The “at-home” project should be done individually, but the “investigative” projects may be done in a small group.

For each project, you must turn in a report.  Each report should follow the same general format, similar to the standard organization of a research report you might see in a journal:

1. Introduction: What is the question you are trying to answer?  What might you expect to find? Read some literature relevant to the topic, and give a short background of the topic.

2. Method: What did you actually do?

3. Results: What did you find?  If quantitative data have been collected, you need to present them in some comprehensible form.

4. Discussion: Did your results conform to what you expected, based on the text, literature, or lecture?  If not, what might explain the variation?  What did you learn from this experience?  How would you do it differently next time?

BREAKDOWN OF GRADING
Exams–84% of your grade (each of your three highest exam grades are worth 28% of your grade)

Projects–16% of your grade (each project is worth 8%)

To figure out your final grade:

Exam #1 score x .28 =     ??

Exam #2 score x .28 =     ??

Exam #3 score x .28 =     ??

Project #1 grade x .08 =  ??

Project #2 grade x .08 =  ??

+____

Add all these numbers together and you will have your final grade.

Grading Scale: 

92-100% = A

87-89% = B+

77-79% = C+


90-91% = A-

83-86% = B

70-76% = C




80-82% = B-

60-69% = D


CHEATING/PLAGIARISM POLICY
Any form of cheating will not be tolerated.  Cheating includes any attempt to defraud, deceive, or mislead the instructor in arriving at an honest grade assessment.  Plagiarism is a form of cheating that involves presenting as one’s own the ideas or work of another.  Violation of this policy may result in a grade of “F” in the course.  Any violations of the Honor Code will be promptly reported to the Honor Committee. 

Important Dates
Last day to add—February 6

Last day to drop—February 23

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

NOTE: The calendar and assignments that follow are BEST ESTIMATES.  Some lectures may take longer than expected, and some less.  As such, it is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to keep up to date with any schedule changes regarding reading assignments and exams.

Date


TOPIC




CHAPTER

1/25

Basic Issues in Child development


1

2/1

Prenatal Development




2

2/8

Birth and Early Infancy




3



2/15

Physical Development




4

Perceptual Development




5 

2/22

EXAM #1 (Chaps 1-4)

Cognitive Development I (if necessary)

6

3/1

Cognitive Development II




7

3/8

Language Development




8

 
Personality Development




9

3/15

Enjoy your Spring Break!!
3/22

EXAM #2 (Chaps 5-8)

Personality Development
(if necessary)





3/29

The Concepts of Self, Gender and Sex roles
10


4/5

Development of Social Relations


11

4/12
 
Social Cognition





12

4/19

Ecology of Development




13

4/26

EXAM #3 (Chaps 9-13)

Impact of Broader Culture (if necessary)
14

5/3

Atypical Development


    

15

The Child as a Whole




Epilogue
5/10 
FINAL EXAM (cumulative)



7:30 pm
