Psyc Factors in Aging (Psyc 415-001)
203 Innovation Hall, Wed 7:20-10pm

Instructor: Andrew J. Burns

Email: aburns@gmu.edu (preferred)

Office:
2034 David King Hall

Office hours: Wed, 5:15-7:15pm (or appointment)
Office Phone: 703-993-1358

Cell Phone: 540-257-4282 (for emergencies only!)

Required Texts:

Hooyman, N. & Kiyak, H. 2005. Social gerontology: A multidisciplinary perspective. 

Seventh Edition. Pearson Education, Inc. 

Hooyman, N., Kiyak, H., Gaynor, E., & Beck, A. 2005. Research Navigator Guide for 

Social Gerontology. Pearson Education, Inc. (You don’t have to buy this if you 
can share with another person in the class)
Snowdon, D. 2001. Aging with grace. Bantam Books.
**You may be asked to read other articles that I email to everyone or that I ask you to look up yourselves using GMU resources or the Research Navigator Guide.  

**Access to the internet is required for correspondence through email and for online based research assignments.

Goals: This course focuses on age related changes in individuals 65 and up, with an emphasis on the importance of understanding and dealing with problems associated with an ever increasing aging population.  You should leave this course with a greater understanding of not only the psychological implications of aging, but also the biological and social issues as well.  
Grading Policies: 
-Late work will only be accepted with a very good reason for why it is late.

-I reserve the right to take points off for lateness or to not accept the work at all.

-There are no make-up quizzes.  A zero for a quiz will always be a zero.  

-Make-up exams are available for those who have proof of why they had to be absent and 

only with prior authorization from me.


-Make-up exams are usually harder than the original.

-You are expected to attend the lecture and to complete all the required reading and other assignments.

-Participation in class discussions is essential and expected.  

Grading System:
-There will be 3 exams during the semester and 1 final exam.


-The lowest exam grade will be dropped and the remaining 3 exams will 

be worth 20 points each.  
-There will be pop quizzes in class over the course of the semester and they will contribute 20 points toward your final grade.  The lowest quiz grade will be dropped. 
-There will also be research related homework assignments involving reading about certain topics and writing short essays.  This will count 20 points toward your final grade. 


-Hard copies must be turned in on time for a grade unless special permission is given.

-Extra credit will be made available if deemed necessary. 

Summary

-60 points total for exams / 20 points total for quizzes / 20 points total for assignments

Updated Schedule 1:  This is the newest updated schedule as of 2/21.  Additional reading assignments may be added and some material may be dropped due to time restraints.  
Date



Topic




Work due
1/24



Intro




None



1/31



Gerontology / Historical and 

-read Ch. 1&2






Cross-cultural Issues / Research



                                                          
2/7



Biology of Aging


-read Ch. 3&4


2/14



No class due to snow






2/21



Psychology of Aging I / review
-read Ch. 5









-HW1 due









-read Ch. 1-3 of










A. w/G. by today
  
2/28



Exam 1 



None



3/7



Review Exam 1 / Psychology

-read Ch. 6&7




of Aging II



-HW2 due


3/14



Spring Break: NO CLASS

None



3/21



Social Support and Caregiving
-read Ch. 9&10









-read Ch. 4-6 of 










A. w/G. by today

3/28



Theories of Aging / Living

-read Ch. 8&11





Arrangements / review





4/4



Exam 2



None



4/11



Review Exam 2 / Productive Aging
-read Ch. 12









-HW3 due










-read Ch. 7-9 of 










A. w/G. by today

4/18



Death / Resilience / review

-read Ch. 13,14,&15

4/25



Exam 3



None



5/2



Review Exam 3 / Policies and 
-read Ch. 16&17

                                                Problems



-HW4 due


5/2



Aging with Grace Discussion / 
-Finish A.w/G. by




Review for Final Exam

today



5/9



Final Exam: 7:30-10:15pm

None



Additional Information:  
-If you are a student with a documented disability and require some academic accommodation, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at (703)993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

- Last Day to Add: February 6, 2007

- Last Day to Drop: February 23, 2007
-The Honor Code applies and students are responsible for becoming familiar with GMU policies regarding cheating.
