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	Spring 2007 PSYCH 705-001 Syllabus
Course Description
Course title 
History & Philosophical Issues in Psychology
Course number 
Psych 705 (Section 001)
Course discipline 
Psychology 
Course description 
This seminar will review and discuss the major intellectual and philosophical traditions and trends in the field of psychology over the past 150 years.  Principles in the philosophy of science will be discussed, including methods by which scientific theories can be evaluated. Evolving ethical standards, especially the ethics of experimentation with human beings, will be reviewed.   
Course date 
Mondays, January 22 through Monday, May 14, 2007 
Location 
Thompson Hall, Room 222 
Meeting day(s) 
Mondays 
Meeting time(s) 
7:20 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Prerequisite(s) 
Open only to psychology graduate degree students
Course Goals & Objectives
· Students will construct an academic genealogy.
· Students will learn early antecedents of psychological thought as well as key nineteenth and twentieth century developments in psychology.
· Students will be introduced to the philosophy of science, including Popperian concepts of theory falsifiability and Kuhnian notions of paradigm shift.
· Students will be introduced to historical atrocities in human experimentation and subsequent protections for experimental participants, especially the Belmont report and contemporary ethical standards.

· Students will be introduced to the history of quantitative and experimental methods in psychology. 

· Students will be introduced to methods for studying history in psychology.
· Students will complete a presentation and research proposal addressing a historical personage in psychology and a core paradigmatic assumption in their own field of study.
Course Requirements & Grading
Attendance

Grading 
You are responsible for all information from each class meeting, including information that may not appear in the texts. If you miss a class, you should borrow notes from a classmate. Class participation will be recognized and can potentially raise your class grade by 5 percent.
You will be responsible for (a) constructing your academic genealogy; (b) identifying, writing a five page paper, and presenting for 10-15 minutes on any historical example of research in your discipline that was (or is) ethically problematic and explaining why; (c) identifying, writing a five page paper, and presenting for 10-15 minutes on any key person in the history of your discipline; (d) identifying, writing a five page paper, and presenting for 10-15 minutes on the foundation of any core concept or paradigm in your discipline; and (e) writing a 10-15 page research proposal that has the potential to “falsify” the core concept or paradigm in your discipline (be imaginative). Your course instructor will provide some examples of each of these in the weeks prior to their due date.
Your final grade is based the take-home final essay exam on history and philosophical issues (25%), completion of your academic genealogy (15%); paper and class presentation on ethically problematic research in your discipline (15%); paper and class presentation on any key person in your discipline (15%); paper and class presentation on any core concept or paradigm in your discipline (15%); and imaginative research proposal that has the potential to “falsify” the core concept or paradigm in your discipline (15%).
University Honor Code
Each student is responsible for knowing the rules, regulations, requirements, and academic policies of the university. The GMU honor code will be followed in this course. 
Textbooks
Required readings 

Optional readings
American Psychological Association. (2002). Ethical principles of psychologists and code of conduct. Washington, DC: Author. (Available from http://www.apa.org/ethics/).
The Belmont Report: Ethical Principles and Guidelines for the Protection of Human Subjects of Research,DHEW Publication No. (OS) 78-0012 (1978).  (Available from http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/humansubjects/guidance/belmont.htm).
Kuhn, T. S. (1996). The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (3rd ed.). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. ISBN: 0226458083

Pickren, W. E., & Dewsbury, D. A. (2002). Evolving Perspectives on the History of Psychology. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. ISBN: 155798882X 

Popper, K. (1959/2002). The Logic of Scientific Discovery. New York: Routledge Classics. ISBN: 0415278449 
Valenstein, E. S. (1986). Great and Desperate Cures: The Rise and Decline of Psychosurgery and Other Radical Treatments for Mental Illness. New York: Basic Books.
Reading assignments should be completed before each class. You will be an active and more effective learner if you have done your reading before each lecture.
Technology

This seminar will classroom discussions, lectures and presentations, DVD/video demonstrations, and MS Powerpoint presentations.
Instructor Information
Name 
John D. Wasserman, Ph.D. 
Email 
jwasserm@gmu.edu 
Office location 
David King Hall, Room 2052
Office hours 
Tuesdays 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m., and by appointment.
Telephone 
(703) 993-1748
Students with Disabilities
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 
Class Dates, Topics, and Reading Assignments
January 22
January 29

February 5

February 12

February 19

February 26

March 5

March 12

March 19

March 26

April 2

April 9

April 16

April 23

April 30

May 14
· Course Overview; Academic genealogy; “Lobotomy gets them home”: 20th century somatic treatments for mental illness (Optional Readings: Valenstein, Great and Desperate Cures)
· Early philosophical foundations in Greek and Roman Psychological Thought; Rationalism vs Empiricism in and after the Renaissance Era (No reading assignment, but start on Kuhn)
· Nineteenth Century: Comte and Positivism; Darwin and his impact on science  (No reading assignment, but continue with Kuhn); Due in class: Your Academic Genealogy
· The Early Schools, including Structuralism and Functionalism (Readings: Pickren/Dewsbury Chapters 3-8)
· Differentiation in Psychology: Development of Specializations in Clinical Psychology and Industrial-Organizational Psychology (Readings: Pickren/Dewsbury Chapters 17, 18, 21, 22)
· Nazi Doctors and Other Horror Stories in Experimentation with Humans; Ethics in Psychology (Readings: Belmont Report and APA Ethical Principles)
· Meditations on Psychology as a Science, the Scientific Method, and Paradigm Change (Readings: Popper, Kuhn, Pickren/Dewsbury Chapters 10, 20); Due in class: Paper and presentation on Ethics
· No Class; Spring Recess (March 12)
· Thick Description and Fine Texture (Methods of Historical Inquiry in Psychology) (Readings: Pickren/Dewsbury Chapter 1)

· Empirical, Experimental, and Statistical Traditions in Psychology (Readings: Pickren/Dewsbury Chapters 9, 14, 15, 16); Due in class: Paper and presentation on core concept or paradigm
· Freud, Psychoanalysis, and Psychodynamic Approaches (Readings: Pickren/Dewsbury Chapter 23)
· Learning Theories, Behaviorism, Neobehaviorism, and Cognitive-Behavioral Psychology (Readings: Pickren/Dewsbury Chapters 11-13)
· The Rise of Cognitive Neuroscience (No readings); Due in class: Paper and presentation on key person in your discipline
· Heroes and Villains in Race and Gender Studies (Readings: Pickren/Dewsbury Chapters 2, 24-27)
· Remaining lectures and presentations; Q & A about Final Research Proposal; Take-Home Final Essay Exam distributed
· Final Research Proposal Due and Essay Exam Due to Dr. Wasserman’s David King Hall mailbox by 10:00 p.m.
Add and Drop Deadlines
Last Day to Add
February 6
Last Day to Drop
February 23
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