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PSYCHOLOGY 792
School Psychology Practicum (Counseling)

Thursdays 7:15 pm to 8:45 pm
Psychology Clinic

Sharon K. Harrell, NCSP. 

Office Hrs:  Thurs. 6:30 by appointment
Licensed School Psychologist

Phone:  
Daytime: 703-319-2465   

Evenings: 703-304-0299
sharonharrell@yahoo.com
Course Objective:  To prepare students to plan and conduct individual and group counseling within both elementary and secondary school settings. Pursuant to this objective, students in this practicum will receive support will spend 3 to 6 hours per week in a school under the supervision of a practicing mental health professional, planning and conducting individual and group counseling sessions. 
Class time will be spent:

· Discussing  issues and experiences generated by the field placements
· Relating counseling practice to counseling theory
· Providing additional supervision to that provided in the field placements 
· Facilitating groups and making presentations  

Texts: 
Thinking, Feeling, Behaving:  An Emotional Education Curriculum for Children: Revised Edition by Ann Vernon 2006

Thinking, Feeling, Behaving: An Emotional Education Curriculum for Adolescents: Revised Edition by Ann Vernon 2006

Team Building Activities for Every Group by Alana Jones, 1998
Additional Readings:
Handouts provided by instructor

Assignments:
Weekly group activity 
[1—25 pts--25% of grade]

Weekly progress notes
[1—25 pts--25% of grade]

Individual Presentation
[1—25 pts--25% of grade]

Final Project


[1—25 pts-- 25% of grade]
Grading:

95—100=A; 86—94=B; 76—85=C; 70—76=D
Week 1 (Jan. 25)
Introductions



Review course assignments and expectations


Supervision Issues
Week 2 (Feb. 1)
Group activity demonstration

Presentation of example of packet for final project

Progress Notes
Week 3 (Feb. 8)
Group activity demonstration


Review of do’s and dont’s of group counseling

Week 4 (Feb. 15)
Group activity


Rules


Confidentiality issues
Week 5 (Feb. 22)
Group activity

Difficult clients


Process vs didactic counseling models
Week 6 (Mar. 1)
Group activity

Crises counseling
Week 7 (Mar. 8)
Group activity


Termination issues


Referring to out-of-school resources/services
Week 8 (Mar. 15)
No class - Spring Break
Week 9 (Mar. 22)
Group activity & individual presentations
Week 10 (Mar.29)
NASP Convention NYC
Week 11 (Apr. 5)
Group activity & individual presentations
Week 12 (Apr. 12)
Group activity & individual presentations
Week 13 (Apr. 19)
Group activity & individual presentations
Week 14 (Apr. 26)
Group activity & individual presentation(s)
Week 15 (May 3)
Review for final project
Week 16 (May 10) 
Final project due 

The George Mason Honor Code will be upheld in this course.  Please familiarize yourself with its provisions.
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
