Introduction to Psychology (Psych 100) Section 003
Instructor: Jeffrey Volkmann



Office: 2018 David King Hall

Location: Enterprise Hall 80




Email: jvolkman@gmu.edu
Monday 7:20-10:00 pm.




Office Hours:
Monday 11-12:00 










or by appointment 

Required Texts: 

Lahey, B.B. (2007). Psychology: An introduction. (9th ed.). Boston, Massachusetts: McGraw Hill.

Recommended Texts:

Lahey, B.B. (2007). Psychology Student Study Guide. Boston, Massachusetts: McGraw Hill.

Course Description:

Psychology is a very diverse field covering everything from the working of nerve cells to the influence of groups on behavior. A survey course such as this can’t cover any of the subfields in great depth, and so the goal of this course is to briefly expose you to each of the subfields so that you can leave with a basic understanding of the breadth of psychology. If at the end of the term your curiosity gets the better of you and you are hooked on psychology, we can discuss upper level psychology courses you can take after this one to explore your unresolved questions.
Exams:

Tests: A total of three exams will be administered. The material will be divided equally between the first three exams. All three tests have equal weight. Your grade will be based on your BEST 2 exams. You may take all four tests and have your lowest grade dropped. However, if you miss a test for ANY reason, that will be the test that is dropped. This is not negotiable.  All tests will be multiple choice exams and you are required to bring a green scantron form to each exam with a pencil. I will not have scantrons or pencils for you.  Please be on time no extra time will be given on the day of the exam.  

Final:

There will be a final exam that is cumulative.  EVERY ONE MUST TAKE THE FINAL.  It will be the same format as the three previous tests.

In Class Assignments:

There will be twelve in class assignments.  These assignments will be announced in class.  THERE ARE NO MAKE UPS FOR THE IN CLASS ASSINGMENTS.  Your lowest 2 grades will be dropped.  If you miss an assignment for any reason that assignment’s grade will be dropped.

Research Participation   

Each student is required to accumulate seven (7) hours of credit for participation as a subject in psychology experiments. For 7% of the grade, all students are required to serve for seven hours as participants in psychological research.  For students who choose not to participate, attendance at alternative lectures also meets this requirement. This is a course requirement, just as much as the exams.  Failure to participate will result in a 1% reduction in the course grade for EACH hour short of the required seven, reducing your final grade by up to 7%.  Experiments are posted online at http://gmu.sona-systems.com/. Register for Sona-systems early, and plan to complete experiment participation requirements early in the semester. Do not miss an appointment you have scheduled, because there is a penalty for missed appointments.
Grading Breakdown:

There will be a total of 400 pts

Exams (200 points) Lowest Dropped

In class assignments (100 points) Lowest 2 Dropped

Final Exam (100 points)

Research participation (7 %)

      Date

      Readings 

Topic 

       In class assignments

	January 28th
	Chapter 1
	Introduction
	Who Am I?

	February 4th  
	Chapter 2
	Research Methods
	TBA

	February 11th
	Chapter 3
	Biological Foundations of behavior
	TBA

	February 18th
	Chapter 4
	Sensation and Perception
	TBA

	February 25th  
	Test 1

Chapter 6
	Chapter 1-4

Basic Principles of Learning
	

	March 3rd  
	Chapter 8
	Cognition, Language, and Intelligence;
	TBA

	March 17th  
	Chapter 10
	Motivation and Emotion
	TBA

	March 24th  
	Chapter 9
	Developmental Psychology
	TBA

	March 31st   
	Test 2
	Chapters 6, 8-10
	

	April 7th   
	Chapter 12
	Personality Theories and Assessment
	TBA

	April 14th  
	Chapter 13
	Stress and Health
	TBA

	April 21st
	Chapter 14, 15
	Abnormal Behavior, Therapies
	TBA

	April 28th  
	Test 3
	Chapters 12-15


	TBA

	May 5th 
	Chapter 16
	Social Psychology
	

	May 12th  
	Final Exam 7:30-10:15 pm
	
	


Last Day to add February 5th 
Last Day to drop February 22nd 
Extra Credit:  You may participate in psychology research projects for up to 4 hours of extra credit.  Each hour will be worth 1 pt. which is added to your final percentage grade.  The research must be completed through http://gmu.sona-systems.com/ .   
University Honor Code Statement:

The University has established a clear Honor Code.  The bottom line is:  do NOT cheat, do NOT plagiarize, do NOT lie and do NOT steal.  Any academic dishonesty including plagiarism will result in severe consequences. Under no circumstances are students to collectively write papers or complete homework assignments. If you have questions about any aspect of proper conduct, please ask me.  

Special Needs: I will do all I can to accommodate students with special needs. "If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office." 

Technology Use:  Most lectures will be delivered using Power Point.  The majority of communication will take place through campus email and WebCT.  Please check it regularly.  You can access Webct by using the following link https://webct41.gmu.edu/webct/public/home.pl. 

Grades:  
	Grade
	Percentage
	Grade
	Percentage
	Grade
	Percentage
	Grade
	Percentage

	A+
	97 – 100
	B+
	87 – 89.9
	C+
	77 – 79.9
	D+
	67 – 69.9

	A
	93 – 96.9
	B
	83 –86.9
	C
	73 – 76.9
	D
	63 – 66.9

	A-
	90 –92.9
	B-
	80 – 82.9
	C-
	70 – 72.9
	D-
	60 –62.9

	
	
	
	
	
	
	F
	0 – 59.9


**The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus.
