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DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
PSYC 211- 001
George Mason University
Monday, Wednesday & Friday

9:30am – 10:20am 
Robinson B111
Instructor:  Suzanne Hartman

Phone:  703-993-4097
E-mail:  shartma1@gmu.edu
Office Hours:
 By appointment; or 10:30am Mondays in David King Hall, Room 1026
Required Texts

Berger, K.S. (2007). The Developing Person: Through the Life Span, 7th Edition. New York, NY: Worth Publishers. 
Course Objectives

The main goal of this course is to provide students knowledge about human development and developmental psychology.  Developmental psychology is a comprehensive approach to how biological, cognitive and social factors within and outside individuals influence their development across the lifespan.  This area of psychology focuses on the multi-directionality and plasticity of human development and on transactional relationships between individuals and the environment around them.  The goal of the course is to also introduce students to developmental terminology and theories, and encourage them to be critical thinkers about the information they are taught.
Honor Code

Students are expected to be familiar with and to abide by the GMU Honor Policy. All work must be your own.  Students should be advised that the honor code specifically applies to and has enforced disciplinary procedures for: Plagiarism, lying (to administration or faculty) or falsifying documents, cheating or attempted cheating, and stealing. Please review the honor code:  http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.

Disabilities Resources
If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center(DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Exams
There will be four exams and one final to assess students’ gains in their knowledge of developmental psychology.  Format will be multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, short answer and/or matching.  There will be approximately 25 to 35 questions on each exam.  Students may drop one of their four exam grades (but NOT the final).  If a student has an unapproved absence during any of the four exams, that exam will automatically count towards their dropped exam.  Make-up exams will only be granted to students who missed an exam due to an emergency or other cause approved by the student’s academic dean or director.  
Students must bring scantrons to all exams (which can be purchased at the GMU bookstore).
Exams will include material not covered in the textbook.
Short Paper
Your Opinion on Theories of Development

Students are required to complete one paper by answering each of the questions listed below.  Papers will be at minimum 6 pages in length, double spaced, and in accordance with the 5th Edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association.  Copies are in the library at the reference desk.  Students are required to submit a title page, abstract, and reference section which do not count towards the 6 page minimum.  

Short-Paper Questions:

1. What are two of your favorite theories of developmental psychology? (describe the theory and cite the theorist who first proposed the idea)

2. Why are they your favorite? 

3. Which theory of development do you like least? (describe the theory and cite the theorist)

4. Why do you like it the least?  What parts of it do you disagree with?
Additional Dates of Interest
Add and drop deadlines for classes:

Last day to add - February 5

Last day to drop - February 22

Grading Policy:

             Assignment


 
  
   
          Points

· 3 of 4 Exams (30 points each)




90
· Final Exam






30

· Short-Paper






30

· 5 Pop-quizzes (1 points each)




5
Total Points = 150 
   (plus 5 extra credit points = 155)

Grading scale is:  90-103% = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D, 50-59% = F
   Course Schedule
	Date
	Topic
	Readings / Assignments

	Introductions

	Jan. 23
	Syllabus and Introduction
	

	Jan. 25
	Characteristics of Development
	Ch. 1 

	Jan. 28 & 30
	Theories of Developmental Psychology
	Ch. 2

	Feb. 1
	Genes & Prenatal Development
	Ch. 3&4

	First Two Years of Life

	Feb. 4
	Biological Development
	Ch. 5

	Feb. 6 & 8
	Cognitive Development
	Ch. 6

	Feb. 11 & 13
	Social Development
	Ch. 7

	Feb. 15
	EXAM
	

	Two to Six (The Play Years)

	Feb. 18
	Biological Development
	Ch. 8

	Feb. 20 & 22
	Cognitive Development
	Ch. 9

	Feb. 25 & 27
	Social Development
	Ch. 10

	Feb. 29
	EXAM
	

	Seven to Eleven (The School Years)

	March 3
	Biological Development
	Ch. 11

	March 5 & 7
	Cognitive Development
	Ch. 12

	March 10-14
	SPRING BREAK

	March 17 & 19
	Social Development
	Ch. 13

	March 21
	Review of Development from 7 to 11 years of age
	Ch.11-13

	March 24
	EXAM
	

	Eleven to Eighteen (Adolescence)

	March 26
	Biological Development
	Ch. 14

	March 28
	Cognitive Development
	Ch. 15

	March 31
	Social Development
	Ch. 16

	Eighteen to Twenty Five (Emerging Adulthood)

	April 2
	Biological Development
	Ch. 17

	April 4
	Cognitive Development
	Ch. 18

	April 7
	Social Development
	Ch. 19 & Short Paper Due

	Twenty Five to Sixty Five (Adulthood)

	April 9
	Biological Development
	Ch. 20 

	April 11
	Cognitive Development
	Ch. 21

	April 14
	Social Development
	Ch. 22

	April 16
	Review of Development from 11 to 65 years of age
	Ch. 14-22

	April 18
	EXAM
	

	Sixty Five and Beyond (Late Adulthood)

	April 21
	Biological Development
	Ch. 23

	April 23-25
	Cognitive Development
	Ch. 24

	April 28-30
	Social Development
	Ch. 25

	May 2
	Review of material for Final Exam
	Ch. 1-25

	May 5
	FINAL at 9:30am, Robinson B111
	








