          Psychology 313: Child Psychology

           Spring 2008: Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 10:30-11:20

Instructor: Shilpa Krishnan

Email: skrishn6@gmu.edu (PLEASE USE EMAIL)

     Office Hours: Wednesday, 11:30-12:30 am, location TBA or by appointment 


Course Description and Goals:

This course will consist of an overview of child development from conception to early adolescence.  The course will emphasize a scientific approach to child psychology and will cover major topics including child cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development.  Throughout the course, we will discuss recent developmental theory and research and its current application in the field.  The class will also examine factors that influence child development such as culture, family, school, environment, and peers.  The goal of this course is to familiarize you with major topics in child development, provide exposure to recent empirical literature, and facilitate an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of human development.  
Required Reading:

A. Text: Berk, L.E. (2006). Child development (7th Edition). Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.    

B. Supplemental Materials: Additional readings will be used to augment the text and address other topics of interest.  These will be assigned for Reaction Papers and on an ‘as-needed” basis.  The two articles selected for the Reaction Papers are:


1) Kazdin, A.E., & Benjet, C. (2003). Spanking children: Evidence and issues. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 12, 99-103.


2) Goodman, G. S. & Melinder, A. (2007). Child witness research and forensic interviews of young children: A review. Legal and Criminological Psychology, 12(1), 1-19.

Course Requirements and Grades:

A. In-class Exams. There will be three in-class exams required with each exam covering approximately one third of the course material.  Exams will not be cumulative although some ability to integrate material may be beneficial.  The exam format will consist of multiple-choice questions.  You will be allowed to drop the lowest of the three exams.  Thus, each one of your two highest exam scores will constitute 20% of your final grade (for a total of 40%). 

B. Final Exam. There will be a take home short essay, which will be assigned on the last day of class, and must be emailed or placed in my mailbox by the date that the final exam for the course is scheduled. This short question may cover any of the topics we covered during the semester, and is worth 10% of the final grade.

C. Group Presentation.  You will be required to conduct a brief literature review and give a group presentation on a topic that is related to child psychology.  Ideally, the presentation will cover a topic about which you would like to learn more.  The group should include 2-3 people.  In order to aid in the process, I require that you submit a brief description of your presentation (two or three sentences) to me by March 3, 2008.  The topic must be approved by me prior to doing the presentation.  The group presentation will last from 15-20 minutes and will adhere to all APA publication guidelines.  We will discuss this more in class and I am also available to talk about questions related to the presentation during office hours. The presentation will constitute 30% of your final grade, SO DO NOT MISS GIVING A PRESENTATION!  THIS CANNOT BE MADE-UP.  
D. Reaction Papers.  You will be required to complete TWO reaction papers over the course of the semester discussing readings not included in the text.  The reaction papers will relate to the Additional Readings (journal articles) provided to augment the text and expand on relevant topics.  Reaction papers will be 1-2 pages in length and will consist of a summary of the specific reading as well as your thoughts and feelings related to the topic. Reaction papers are each worth 5% and constitute a total of 10% of your final grade.   

E. Class Participation.  Students are expected to attend class each week and to arrive on time.  Please make every effort to be punctual, as late arrivals tend to disrupt the flow of classroom lectures and discussions. Students are also expected to arrive to class prepared and to have completed all required readings prior to the beginning of class.  Students are encouraged to engage in discussions as part of their grade.  Class participation will constitute 10% of your final grade.   
Important Dates:

Last day to ADD class – February 5th  

Last day to DROP class – February 29th  

Students with Special Concerns
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Statement of Academic Integrity
In accordance with University guidelines, I am required to take action against students who engage in cheating, misrepresentation, or other dishonest practices.  All exams are to be completed independently and any form of consulting, sharing, talking/discussing with other students during testing will be considered a breach of the GMU Code of Conduct.  Penalties for students found guilty of academic dishonesty will be determined on a case-by-case basis in accordance with university guidelines.  Please contact me if additional clarification is required.  

Exam/Paper Make-Up Policy

The following policy refers to all scheduled exams and papers.  Not included in this policy are exams taken ahead of time (through arrangement with the professor).  

There will be no exam/paper make-ups or extensions without penalty except in instances such as the following: 

· Hospitalization or illness that has been documented and judged by your instructor as preventing you from (a) preparing adequately for a test or (b) sitting for a test
· Death or serious illness in your family
· Court appearances
Documentation must be provided by health officials (e.g., a physician or member of the student center health staff) in the case of illness; an immediate family member in the case of a death or serious illness in the family; and official paperwork in the case of court dates.  Students failing to produce such documentation will be penalized at least one full letter grade.  Decisions about whether and when to allow a student to make up an exam will be made on a case-by-case basis.  

Classroom Contacts

Please write down the names, email addresses, and/or phone number of at least two classmates, in case you miss class and need notes or other forms of assistance.  

Name: ________________________

Phone: ___________________

Email:_________________________

Name: ________________________

Phone: ___________________

Email:_________________________
	Date
	Lecture Topic
	Reading
	Assignment

	
	
	
	

	1/23
	Course Overview, & Syllabus
	
	

	1/25
	Introduction
	
	

	
	
	 
	 

	1/28, 1/30 & 2/1
	History and Theory of Child Development
	Ch. 1 & 2
	

	
	Research and Empirical Issues
	Ch. 1 & 2
	

	2/4, 2/6 & 2/8
	Biological Foundations and 
	Ch. 3
	

	
	Prenatal Development
	
	

	2/11, 2/13 & 2/15
	Infancy: Learning, Motor Development,
	Ch. 4 & 5
	

	
	and Perception and 
	
	

	
	Physical Development
	
	

	2/18
	Exam 1: Chapters 1-5
	 
	

	2/20 & 2/22
	Cognitive Development I
	Ch. 6
	

	2/25 & 2/27 
	Cognitive Development II
	Ch. 7
	Reaction Paper #1

	2/29, 3/3 & 3/5 
	Cognitive Development III--Intelligence
	Ch. 8 & 9
	

	
	and Language 
	
	

	3/7
	No Class – AP-LS Conference
	
	

	March 10-16 Spring Break!!!

	3/17, 3/19 & 3/21
	Emotional and Moral Development
	Ch. 10 & 12
	

	3/24 & 3/26
	Self and Identity
	Ch. 11 
	

	3/28
	Exam 2: Chapters 6-11, 12
	 
	 

	3/31, 4/2 & 4/4
	Gender Differences
	Ch. 13
	

	4/7, 4/9 & 4/11
	Family and Social Influences
	Ch. 14 & 15
	

	4/14, 4/16 & 4/18
	Child Maltreatment and Child Psychopathology
	
	Reaction Paper #2

	4/21, 4/23 & 4/25
	Group Presentations 
	
	Presentations

	4/28, 4/30/ 5/2
	Miscellaneous topics, Review
	
	

	5-May
	Exam 3: Chapters 13-15
	 
	 


*The Reaction Paper is due that day

**Note: This is a tentative schedule of topics and readings and is subject to change during the semester.  I reserve the right to alter the schedule as needed with changes announced in class.     

