PSY 317:  Cognitive Psychology

Spring 2008:  Sect.  005, CRN# 14040
Robinson Hall, B118 
Wednesday, 7:20-10:00 pm 
Instructor:  William A. Perez, Ph.D.
Phone #:  (301) 347-9118




Office:  TBD       
email: wperez@gmu.edu
Office hours:  Wednesday:  6:00-7:00 p.m., and by appointment 

Textbook:  Goldstein (2005) Cognitive Psychology: Connecting Mind, Research, and Everyday Experience, 2nd Ed. Thompson Wadsworth..   
Course Description:  An in-depth overview of important topics in cognitive psychology, including memory, attention, pattern recognition, problem solving, and reasoning.
1) Attend all scheduled classes.

2) Thoroughly read all assigned reading materials and come to class prepared for in-class discussions and exercises.

3)  Complete all assignments and examinations by on assigned due dates.

Grading System:  

Examinations:


Chapter Tests:





2 @ 100
 = 200




Comprehensive Final:




1 @ 100
 = 150

Assignments, Quizzes and Daily Activities

 

 =   50







TOTAL POINTS
=  400
Grades are based on a point system as indicated above.  You may determine your standing in the course at any time by adding up the number of points you have received and dividing this number by the total number of points you could have earned for those items.  The percentage score will be translated into a letter grade based on the following scale:
Grading Scale:


A+ = 97-100%
A = 93-96%

A- = 90- 93 %
B+ = 87-89 
  
B = 84-86 % 

B- = 80-83 
C+ = 77-79

C = 74-76 %

C- = 70-73
D = 60-69 

 < 60 % = Failing

Academic Honesty Policy: Adherence to the GMU Honor Code is expected.  
Students with Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Class Structure:  We will be covering 1-2 Chapters per week.   Classes will typically involve a mixture of lecture and discussion over text reading materials, along with more detailed lectures and discussions of related topics not covered in the text and discussion of outside assignments designed to facilitate mastery of content material.  All material covered in the text, class lectures and discussion, and assignments may appear on exams.   

Brief Course Outline & Calendar

Note:  You are expected to have completed the assigned readings prior to the date of coverage listed.  So, consider the listed date as a “to be read by” date.
	Major Topics and Assigned Readings                                                            
	Date of Coverage   (to be read by)

	Ch 1: Intro to Cognitive Psychology
	January 23

	Ch 2: Cognition & the Brain
	January 30

	Ch 3:Perception
	February 6

	Ch 4: Attention
	February 13

	Test # 1 over Chapters 1-4
	February 20

	Ch 5: Short-Term and Working Memory
	February 27

	Ch 6: Long-Term Memory
	March 5

	NO CLASSES 
	March 12 (Spring Break)

	Ch 7: Everyday Memory
	March 19

	Ch 8: Knowledge
	March 26

	Test #2 Chapters 5-8
	April 2

	Ch 9: Visual Memory
	April 9

	Ch 10: Language
	April 16

	Ch 11: Problem Solving
	April 23

	Ch 12: Reasoning & Decision Making
	April 30

	Comprehensive Final Exam 
	May 7  7:30-10:00 pm


Last day to add class:  February 5
Last day to drop class: February 22
