PSYC 669

Spring 2008

Perez-Edgar


PSYC 669

SOCIOEMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Instructor: Koraly Pérez-Edgar, PhD
Class Days: Tuesdays, Thursdays

Office:  David King 2050
Class Time: 12:00-1:15

Phone: 703-993-9366
Location: Robinson B205

E-mail: kperezed@gmu.edu
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00 Tuesday or by appointment

COURSE READINGS

The readings for this course will be based on original research or review articles in the psychological literature.  Readings that are not in the two required texts can be found in pdf form through the WebCT website for the course.

The Development of Emotion Regulation and Dysregulation.  (1991).  Garber, J. & Dodge, K. A. (Eds).  New York: Cambridge University Press.  DERD

Socioemotional Development in the Toddler Years: Transitions and Transformations.  (2007).  Brownell, C. A. & Kopp, C. B.  (Eds).  New York: Guilford Press.  SDTY

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course examines the central issues in social and emotional development. The course begins with an introduction to the theoretical and methodological considerations in socioemotional development.  We will then examine the biological, interpersonal, and extrapersonal mechanisms that can shape developmental trajectories.  Of central importance will be issues of temperament, parenting, and social cognition, encompassing both typical and atypical development.  The course will emphasize group participation and work, culminating in a multisection text examining in depth an issue of socioemotional development. 

1) Gain a basic understanding of the major theories that underlie the study of socioemotional development.

2) Be able to relate biological, cognitive, environmental factors to socioemotional functioning.

3) Be able to demonstrate his or her knowledge through clear and informative writing.

CLASS WEBSITE

WebCT will be used for you to access course materials such as the syllabus, assignment documents, handouts, etc.  In addition, students can use WebCT to interact with classmates concerning class topics and assignments.  To access the class website go to WebCT:https://webct41.gmu.edu/webct/public/home.pl.  Your Mason email user name and password serve as your username and password for WebCT.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1) Weekly reading and participation in class discussion:  Participation in class is essential to both learning the material and succeeding in the course.  Students are responsible for reading all material before class and participating in discussion. 

a. For each class session one group will be in charge of leading break out groups, discussing a thought question of their own choosing.
b. A synthesizing 1- to 2-page summary will then be written and posted to WebCT.

c. Each group will lead five breakout sessions per semester.  Each session will be worth four points, for a total of 20 points.
2) Exam:  One take-home exam will be given.  The exam will consist of a single question and will require a concise, but thorough, five page response.  The completed exam will be given to the students on February 28 and will be e-mailed to the instructor by 8 pm on March 6.  The exam will be worth 20 points.
3) Book:  Students will work in their group to create a multi-chapter book examining a central issue in socioemotional development.  This will be a multistep process that will culminate in a text that will illustrate the students’ ability to review, synthesize, and communicate the important issues of the day.  This projected will be worth a total of 60 points. In the lead-up to the final book, students will submit four assignments:  

a. The first will be a 1-page synopsis of the topic chosen.  The synopsis will be worth 5 points and is due on February 14.

b. The second will be five-page proposal for the topic.  A format for the proposal is available on the class WebCT site.  The book proposal will be worth 10 points and is due on March 20.

c. Students will also make a one-hour presentation on the topic at hand.  The presentation will consist of a well-synthesized synopsis of the paper topic. The various parts of the presentation must contribute to a comprehensive overview of the topic with smooth transitions between presenters in the group.  The presentations will span the course of four class meetings: April 17, 22, 24, & 29.  The presentation is worth 15 points.

d. The final book will involve five sections.  First, there should be a 2-page introduction to the book.  This will be followed by three 12- to 15-page chapters.  These chapters will summarize the Cognitive, Biological, and Environmental factors that shape the chosen topic.  These will be followed by a 2- to3-page synthesizing summary.  This book will be due on May 1 and will be worth 30 points.

GRADING PROCEDURES

Measure
Number
Points
Total Points

Class Discussions
5
  4
20

Exam
1
20
20

Book Project




Synopsis
1
  5
  5

Book Proposal
1
10
10


Class Presentation
1
15
15


Manuscript
1
30
30

TOTAL


 100

COURSE SCHEDULE

	DATE
	TOPIC
	READING

	1/22
	Introduction & Group Formation
	

	1/24
	Theoretical Perspectives

G1
	Izard & Kobak (13-DERD)

Lemerise & Arsenio (2000)

	1/29
	Methodological Issues

G2
	Cicchetti, Ganiban, & Barnett (2-DERD)

Nelson (1999)

Shiner & Caspi (2003)

	1/31
	Biological Foundations

G3
	Bell & Wolfe (14-SDTY)

Buss & Goldsmith (15-SDTY)

	2/5
	Biological Foundations

G4
	Davidson, Jackson, & Kalin (2000)

Gunnar & Donzella (2002)

Moriceau & Sullivan (2006)

	2/7
	Infancy

G2
	Thompson (2000)

Tronick (1989)

Walden (4-DERD)

	2/12
	Infancy

G3
	Crockenberg & Smith (2002)

Wachs (2002)

Ziv & Cassidy (2002)

	2/14
	Temperament

G4

BOOK TOPIC DUE
	Caspi et al (2003)

Fox et al (2001)

Goldsmith et al (1987)

	2/19
	Temperament

G1
	Fox et al (2005)

Perez-Edgar et al (2007)

Schwartz et al (2003)

	2/21
	Social Cognition

G3
	Cole, Martin, & Dennis (2004)

Dodge (8-DERD)

Garber, Braafladt, & Zeman (10-DERD)

Halberstadt, Denham, & Dunsmore (2001)

	2/26
	Social Cognition

G4
	Eisenberg et al (2001)

Masters (9-DERD)

Thompson & Goodvin (13-SDTY)

	2/28
	Parenting

G1
	Lamb & Lewis (2005)

Putallaz et al (1998)

	3/4
	Parenting

G2
	Dix (1991)

Hudson & Rapee (2002)

Hudson & Rapee (2005)

	3/6
	NO CLASS

MIDTERM DUE
	

	3/18
	Peer Influences

G4
	Gifford-Smith & Brownell (2003)

Hughes & Dunn (7-SDTY)

Rubin et al (2005)


	3/20
	Peer Influences

G1

BOOK PROPOSAL DUE
	Coplan et al (2004)

London et al (2007)

Molina, Coplan, & Younger (2003)

	3/25
	Morality/Altruism/Empathy

G2
	Hoffman (5-SDTY)

Kochanska (2002)

Mascolo & Fischer (3-SDTY)

Persson (2005)

	3/27
	Aggression

G3
	Arsenio, Cooperman, & Lover (2000)

Belsky, Fearon, & Bell (2007)

Stoolmiller (2001)

	4/1
	Late Childhood & Adolescence

G1
	Buhrmester (1990)

Lieberman, Doyle, & Markiewicz (1999)

	4/3
	Late Childhood & Adolescence

G2
	Eccles et al (1993)

La Greca & Harrison (2005)

Nelson et al (2005)

	4/8
	Atypical Development

G3
	Fitzgerald, Barnes, & Almerigi (18-SDTY)

Moffitt & Caspi (2001)

Rubin et al (2003)

Zwaigenbaum et al (2007)

	4/10
	Atypical Development

G4
	Perez-Edgar & Fox (2005) 

Rutter (12-DERD)

Zahn-Waxler et al (11-DERD)

	4/15
	NO CLASS
	

	4/17
	Presentation: Group 1
	

	4/22
	Presentation: Group 2
	

	4/24
	Presentation: Group 3
	

	4/29
	Presentation: Group 4
	

	5/1
	Summary

BOOK MANUSCRIPT DUE
	


CLASS POLICIES

1) Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty consists of cheating, fabricating, facilitating academic dishonesty, and plagiarism.  Instances of this include submitting someone else’s work as your own, submitting your own work from another class, and failing to cite information properly.  Academic dishonesty in any form will NOT be tolerated and any sign of dishonesty will be reported to the appropriate University officials.  Students should refer to the University (http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html) for more information.

2) Special Needs: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC; 222 Student Union I) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

3) Religious Observances:  Students will not be penalized in any way for participation in religious observances.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact me prior to the absence to arrange for make-up work or examination.
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