Psychology 100
; 
CRN 13123- Tuesday 12:00 PM -12:50 PM


Instructor: Dr. Robert Smith

CRN 13126- Thursday 12:00 PM – 12:50 PM


TA: Vias C Nicolaides

Spring, 2009 at ENT 174




Email: vnicolai@gmu.edu
        
Recitations Syllabus
             



Office Hours: W 4 :30 PM – 5 :30 PM








Office : Robinson B, Room 211

Text: Psychology, 8th edition in modules, Myers
COURSE GOALS: To survey the basic principles, concepts, and theories of all areas of psychology.

RECITATION:  20% of the course grade will be based on attendance/participation in recitation. Recitation syllabi will be distributed in each section. In case you miss class there will be no way to make-up points, so please arrange to be in class each week.
EXPERIMENTAL PARTICIPATION: For 7% of the grade, all students are required to serve for seven 
hours as participants in psychological research. For students who choose not to participate, attendance at alternative lectures also meets this requirement.  This is a course requirement, just as much as the exams.  Failure to participate will result in a 2% reduction in the course grade for EACH hour short of the required seven.  You must sign up for experiments at http://gmu.sona-systems.com/.  This site has instructions on signing up, locations/times of experiments, and no-show penalties for experiments you schedule yourself for.  I suggest visiting it at the beginning of the semester to set up your account and learn its features.  Plan to complete this requirement early, as there are often not enough slots for people who wait until the end of the semester.
HONOR CODE: George Mason University has an Honor Code, which requires all members of this community to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity.  Cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing are all prohibited.  All violations of the Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee.  See honorcode.gmu.edu for more detailed information.  For this class, your exam performance must be your own work, but you may learn the material any way you like.  I encourage studying in groups.  Taping for personal use lectures is permitted. No written material may be used during exams.  Sending or receiving any electronic communication during an exam will result in a grade of zero on that exam.
DISABILITY: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Accommodations must be arranged in advance – we are not permitted to adjust your grade or provide accommodations if you request them after the fact [after doing poorly on an exam].
ENROLMENT: Students are responsible for verifying their enrolment in this class.  Schedule adjustments should be made by the deadlines published in the schedule of classes.  Last day to add: Feb 3.  Last day to drop: Feb 20.  After the last day to drop a class, withdrawing from this class requires the approval of the dean and is only allowed for nonacademic reasons.  Students may choose to exercise a selective withdrawal.  See the Schedule of Classes for procedures and limits on this.
TECHNOLOGY USAGE STATEMENT:  Important announcements and study questions will be distributed by email, and you are required to check your Mason email account to receive these [and to keep your mailbox maintained so that messages will not be rejected for over quota].  You may forward GMU emails to other accounts, but emails to me concerning your course performance must come from your GMU account, as I cannot verify your identity from other accounts.  You must sign up for required experiments/alternatives through the Sona systems website.  Lecture materials will not be distributed electronically.
Schedule

Week

Topic

1

Study techniques; derivation from learning research

2

critiques of experimental design and stats

3

module 11

4

module 17; Q&A for exam

5

applications of operant conditioning

6

applications of operant conditioning

7

memory and study techniques

8

Q&A for exam

9

module 32

10

coping skills; dealing w/ stress

11

module 37

12

dealing w/ mental illness

13

Q&A for exam

14

applied social psyc; Q&A for final

