Psyc100 Syllabus

Spring 2009

Sections 307 (Tues 9am) & 310 (Thurs 9am)
ENT 174

Instructor: Dr. Robert Smith - 2043 David King Hall

PHONE: 703-993-4339

Email: bsmith@gmu.edu


Office Hours: TR 11:30-12:30
TA: Jaynie Trageser B.A.
Email: atragese@gmail.com
Office Hours: by appointment

COURSE GOALS: This course surveys many different subareas within Psychology.  A focus is on how biological factors, perceptions and expectations, and learning influence many different aspects of behavior. To successfully complete this course, you must be able to answer factual questions about behavior, use your knowledge to draw conclusions from new data, interpret psychological data, and apply psychological principles to new situations.  A focus of the course is on understanding behavior, not on memorizing definitions.

TEXT: Psychology, 8th edition in modules, Myers (ISBN: 978-0716779278)

HONOR CODE: Each student should become familiar with the George Mason honor policy as it will be followed in this course.
DISABILITIES: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Last day to add: Feb 3.  Last day to drop: Feb 20.
Grade Scale: 98-100=A+; 93-97=A; 90-92=A-; 88-89=B+; 83-87=B; 80-82=B-; 78-79=C+; 73-77=C; 70-72=C-; 60-69=D; 59 and lower = F.  
Grading: Grading is based on your attendance and participation in the recitations. Pop quizzes will also be given to ensure that you are attending recitations and learning the material covered. Keep in mind that 20% of your final course grade is your grade in recitation.
General Recitation Schedule

Week


Topic

1 


study techniques; derivation from learning research

2 


critiques of experimental design and stats

3 


module 11

4 (2/10, 2/12)

module 17; Q&A for exam

EXAM I – 2/12
5 


applications of operant conditioning

6


applications of operant conditioning

7


memory and study techniques

8 (3/17, 3/19)

Q&A for exam

EXAM II – 3/19
9


module 32

10


coping skills; dealing w/ stress

11


module 37

12


dealing w/ mental illness

13 (4/21, 4/23)

Q&A for exam

EXAM III – 4/23
14 (4/30, 5/5)

applied social psyc; Q&A for final

FINAL EXAM: 10am May 7th
